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Ifaiah lit. 6. 
All we like ſheep have gone aftray ; we Saws 


turned every one te his own ways and 65s 


Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 


| OME of the-clcaret revelations of = of 
Meſſiah, and the moſt exact deſcriptions 4 
both of the ſufferings and glories of the blefſled i 
Jeſus that are to be met with in any part of the 
Old Teſtament, are contained in this book, and 
eſpecially in this chapter, on which account the 1 
inſpired author of it, Iſaiah, has juſtly got the 
name of the evangelical or goſpel prophet. In 
the words we have an abridgment (as it were) of 5 
the whole goſpel, that is, of our miſery by fin, 
and our recovery by Chriſt ; a choſen ſubſect of 
daily meditation to the real chriſtian, but eſpe+ 
cially worthy of our cloſeſt attention on a com- 
munion Sabbath, when we are aſſembled in the 
kind providence of our moſt gracious God to 
commemorate. the dying-love of our dear Re- 9 
deemer in the holy ſupper; and may God, even 
our Father, be in the ant of us to bleſs us, and 
dhe good Spirit of God breathe on us all, and 
put us in a fit frame for the holy ackion we are 
now met about in the name of Chriſt, in obedi- 
uche Bs ee as in a dependence * 
N | 18 


2 1 Heowe's Select Sermons. Serm. 1. 
his righteouſneſs and ſtrength for our acceptance. 9 
and through bearing. 9 
In diſcourſing from theſe i I ſhall, —_ 
Firſt, Explain 2 little upon our miſery by ſin, $$ 
expreſſed in the firſt part of the text, All we like 
ſbeep have gone aſtray : we have turned every | 1 
one to his own way. 1 
_ Secondly, I ſhall 8 a little upon our re- ko 
_ covery by Chriſt, as plainly ſpoken of in the ſe- 
Ty = cond branch of the text, And the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all: and conclude wih 
4 _ ſome improvement. Q 
Firſt, Our miſery by fin is ſpoken of, All we 
- have gone aſtray, namely, from God the foun- 
tain of happineſs, and every one of us have 
turned to his own way, out of the paths of righte- 
=. © —onfneſs, out of the way that leads to the paradiſe a 
3 BY of God, which is illuſtrated by a moſt familiar 
and Ggnificant emblem, like ſheep. We fell fo % 
low from the elevation and dignity of our rea- 
ſonable and immortal nature, when we became 
Finners againſt God, that an emblem muſt be | 
borrowed from the beaſts that have no under- 
ſtanding, in order to point out our miſery and 
our folly. . } 
Like ſheep, of all creatures the rendieft to wan- 
der and loſe its way; of all creatures the leaſt 
ſagacious to find the way home when once it is 
ſtrayed 3 of all creatures the moſt apt blindly to 
follow in herds the falſe track of any one or 
more ſtragglers that ſtray out of the way, as well 
as of all creatures the moſt in danger when once 
out of the right way, either to ſtumble into a 
* and fo periſh, or elſe to be devoured by 
. 
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every beaſt of prey, and the leaſt able to protect 
E itſelt from their aſſaults. Oh! juſt and natural 
XX deſcription of the bruttſh ſons of men, now in — 
their low, and loſt, and ſtraying eſtate, and moſt 

Mapplicable in every of theſe inſtances mentioned 
to one and all, were I to purſue” the metaphor, 
but 1 drop it with only having, obſerved this 
to ſhew its juſtneſs and propriety, and ſhall lar, 
before you our miſery as it is deſcribed in the Ml 
text in the three following views: 1. All of us 
have gone aſtray from God, as we are all involy-. 
ed in the firſt apoſtaſy, and thereby become ſin- 
ners by nature and practice. 2. All of us that 
even may be converted, have ſhamefully ſtrayed 
from God ſince we were brought back. 3. Eve-- 
ry one of us, whether converted or unconvert- _- i 


9 
af . 


ave | gs a 8 e 
ed, have our own particular bias to wander out 


==”. 
RS 


of God's way into ſome by-path, which may be 
called our own way. A ſentence or two qn each 
of theſe will throw ſome light upon this branch 


2 
U 
3 


of the text. e ee 2 oe ae 4 
I. All we have gone aſtray from God as W 
be are involved in the common apoſtaſy, an! 
thereby become ſinners by nature and practice. 
How ſadly true is this of us all both from the 
clear evidences of revelation as well as our 
own woful experience. Vain man is borm like 
a | the wild aſs's colt, utterly averſe to be under law _ i 
. MF fo God, but bent to ſtray according to his own - 
lawileſs will into crooked paths: we all certainly 
proceed from thoſe. who are morally unclean. 
And who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean? No, not one, Job xiv. 4. Hence David 
in the midſt of his penitent confeſſions, poured - 
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out from a heart deeply affected and humbled i 
for his fins, cries out, © Behold, I was fhapen in 
EF iniquity: and in fn did my mother conceive 8 
me, Pfal. li. 5. He humbles himſelf before Gd 
under a ſenſe of the natural depravity and cor- 
ruption of his nature, as a fpring of impurity 
within him always ready to ſend forth corrupt 8 
ſtreams. And a ſmall meaſure of ſelf-aequain- 
tance will bring us all to a like acknowledgment WR 
vf a rooted depravity in all our natures, a vio- 
Tent diſregard and averſion to that which is good, 
joined with a ſtrong addictedneſs and propenſity Mt 
to that which is evil, ready to betray us into the 
hands of every temptation to ſin againſt God 
5 that we are aſſaulted with; which leads me on 
do obſerve farther, that this root of bitterneſs, 
__ this corruption of our natures, has actually pro- 
duced fad-ſtrayings and fruits of unrighteouſneſs ui 
in all our lives: ſo fay the lively oracles of God, 
who beſt knows what is in man, all have ſinned 
and come ſhort. of the glory (or image) of God, 
Rom. iii. 23. There is not a juſt man that liveth | 
Here and finnerh not, Ecclef. vii. 20: Who can | 
underſtand his errors? Mine iniquities are more 
in number than the hairs of my head, ſaid the 
- pſalmiſt of himfelf, Pſal. xix. 12. and xl. 12. 
But reflect, Chriſtians, and your own expertence Wl 
will confirm all this to be your own cafe. What 
cauſe have we all this day to confeſs to God that il 
we have been tranſgreſſors from the womb; that 
the imaginations of our hearts have been evil 
from our youth, Gen. viii. 2x. That is, from our 
CoC carlie{t capacity of acting that we can remember. 
_ This made the pſalmiſt (and we have the 290 3 
—_—  - | 2 g X cauſe) 1 
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W cauſe) to cry to God, Remember not the fins of 
my youth, nor my tranſgreſhons, according to 
thy mercies. Remember thou me, for thy good- | 
XX nefs' ſake, Pſal. xxv. 7. And even ſince we ar- 
rived at riper years, how ſhamefully have we 

gone aſtray from God, how many of our ſecret. 
= faults are in the ſight of his countenance, how 

many wilful or preſumptuous ſins can our own 
7 hearts charge us with, and God is greater than 


our hearts, how evil and unthankful have we 
been- towards God, how far have all run away 
like prodigals from our Father in heaven, how 


duties? Ah! we have been ſo far from con- 
tinuing in all things written in the book of the 


law to do them, that in all things we have of- : 


tended, and may juſtly admire this day that pa- 


tience and that goodneſs of God that has borne. 
with us ſo long, and has not been provoked to 
abandon us ablolutely, and leave us without any 


reſtraint to have ſtrayed into hell itſelf long be- 
fore nOoW-.s 2 | * F.- 


2. All of us that may be converted already, 
even ſuch have gone aſtray from God, in innu- 


merable inſtances ſince they were brought back. 
It is the expreſs language of ſcripture, that the 


beſt on earth are renewed but in part, and have 


the remainders of corruption cleaving faſt to 


them while they are in this ſtate of diſtance and 


imperfection, which will produce leſs or more 


of wandering and ſtraying from the right path 


of God's teſtimonies. It was long. after the 
plalmilt's firſt converſion that he made the pe- 
nitent confeſſion, Pſal. cxix. 176. I have gone 


B 3 aſtray 


faulty have we all been in relative and perſonall 
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aſtray like a loſt ſheep. Seek br ſervant, for I do 


ter the apoſtle Paul's becoming a convert and an 


apoſtle of Chriſt too, that he made the feeling 


and ſorrowful complaint, I know that in me 
dwelleth no good thing; and how to perform 
that which is — I find not, for the good that 
I would, that I do not, but the evil that I would 


not, that I do. I find a law in my members 


warring againſt the low of my mind, and bring- 


ing me into captivity tothe law of fin. O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 


1 body of this death? Rom. vii. It is after backſlid- 


1 
= 


FRG RP Wars and you will find that in- many 


ing or ſtraying converts that the bleſſed God 
fends the call, James i iii. 14. O backſfliding 
children} I am married to you, faith the Lord, 
ver. 12. Return, O backſſiding man, faith the. 
Lord, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall: 


upon you; for Fam merciful, faith the Lord; 
; only acknowledge thine iniquity that thou haſt 


treſpaſſed againſt the Lord thy God. And now, 
chriſtians, *:hich of us all this day that may even 


have taſted the bitterneſs of ſin, and felt the 
pangs and throes of the new birth. in ſaving 


repentance for it, and converſion from it, who. 


have covenanted againſt it, and ſworn to be 


ſteady in the ways of God upon the ſymbols of 
Chriſt's body and blocd more than once 
at a communion-table, but muſt lay. our hands. 
on our mouths and our mouths in tHe duſt, and. 


plead guilty before God in the language of Da- 


vid, J have gone aſtray like a loſt ſhecp. Re- 
view but yourſelves ſince the laſt communion. 
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inſtances you have ſwerved from the rule, either 
- Wneglefted quite, or elſe careleſsly performed 
many duties as well as boldly tranſgreſſed the 
poly commandment a good reaſon, chriſtian, for 
you to eat your paſſover with bitter herbs, As ſin- 
ing and ſtraying againſt grace received is a pe- 
culiar aggravation and carries with it vile in- 
ZE gratitude: oh, tis becauſe he is God. and not man 
that the ſons of Jacob themſelves are not con- 
XX ſumed. But I proceed to obſerve, i 
3. That every perſon, whether converted or. | 
| unconverted, has his own particular bias to turn 
| aſide and ſtray from God into a by-path which 
may be called his own way, Every one of us, G. 
There is nothing more obvious to every obſerver 
than the vaſt difference of tempers, inclinations. 
and purſuits there is among the ſons of men, ariſ- 
ing either from a difference in their natural 
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their own way and ſtrayed from commanded 
duty, one had niarried a wife and could not 
come, another had his yoke of oxen to try and 
he could not obey God's call, a third bad his 
merchandife which killed his reliſh for the goſ- * 
' pel-ſaviour and falvation, a fourth had bought 
a piece of ground that made him eaſy about a 
heavenly inheritance, like the young man's love 
of his poſſeſſions which made him part with Chriſt 
tho' he was forward to have come up to all his 
other terms. Herod. was like to have been a 
convert of John Baptiſt, till he touched his darl- 
ing lin. It is not Iawful to thee to keep thy 
brothers wife,” Felix was in love with Paul's 
preaching till he diſtutbed him in the courſe of 
his intemperance and unrighteouſneſs, and ſo of 
others; and now tho? the grace of God makes a 
great change, yet right-eye and right-hand fins,  ! 
which eaſily beſet them, have not loſt all their 
power to Jead even them aſtray and turn them 
out of God's way. Think, chriſtians, how often 
3 been turned aſide to your own way, and 
ow little you have done to mortify that pre- 
dominant corruption and fin which ſo eaſily 
mifleads you, and bring it to the croſs of Chriit, 
as it were, to be crucified, to be weakened and 
mortified ; bemone yourſelves on account of it, 
in the language of Ephraim, „I have been as a 
bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou 
me.” Implore renewed aids of divine grace to 
excite you to be more watchful in keeping your- 
felf from your iniquity, and more reſolute in 
laying aſide thoſe ſins that moſt eaſily have hi- 
therto turned you aſide unto your own way. 
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Theſe things are Jan grounds of the deepeſ 


X humiliation of our ſouls before the God who 


has not only ſpared us hitherto, but provided a 1 


9 remedy for us. What is man at his beſt eſtate 
that God ſhould be mindful of him? But oh}. 
X what is ſinful man, that God ſhould viſit him 


thus, as to lay our ſtrayings and our iniquities 


on his Son, and puniſh him for them, that by 
bis ſtripes we ſhould be healed ; which leads me 


to the ſecond thing propoſed, namely, to explain 
the ſecond branch of the text, or our remedy by 
Chriſt. „ 5 
II. The Lard laid on him the iniquity of us all, 
The Lord, that is, Jehovah, God the Father, 
laid on him, that is, Chriſt the good Shepherd, 
who lays down his life for the ſheep, the iniqul- 
ty of us all: where the prophet obvioully al: 
ludes to the well known fin-offerings or ſacri- 
fices for ſin, which were appointed under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation, and were daily and 
annually offered in the temple for the expiation 
of the ſins of that-peaple; where there was à vi- 
fible tranſlation of the offence or ſin, as far as 
poſſible from the offender, who brought the ſa- 
crifice to the door of the tabernacle, which. was. 


ſubſtituted or put. in his rooms and confeſſed.” 85 3 


himſelf over it, putting his hand on its head, 
'which was accordingly devoted to death in the 


room of the offender, and accepted as an atone» 


ment for his in, Lev. i. 4. and chap. xvi- This 
was eminently typical of the Lamb of God, who 
in the fulneſs of time was to expiate the ſins of 


the world. The ſheep wander and go aſtra _ 3 


from God, and the good Shepherd bears the 
„%% 4 | burden 
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burden, their puniſhment, dies and ſuffers in 
their ſtead, that tbey may never feel the fatal 
conſequences of their iniquities, which were 
transferred on him never to be more remembred 
to them; they were puniſhed in his perſon, 
that to them there might be no condemnation, 
and that every offender and wanderer might 
claim the benefit of this great atonement. Here 
no exception is made in the offer of it. The ini- 
quity of us all. But more particularly, let me 
obſerve, The Lord, that 3 iS, Agen, laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 

1. Jehovah, your creator, your lawgiver, 
your judge; the God whom you have offended, 
whom you have wronged, whom you bave 
wearied with your iniquities; whofe Juſt anger 
you have provoked, and you' have cauſe to 
tremble, leſt it fall upon you: this gracious 
God makesthefirſt ſtep towards a reconciliation 
with you, when he might have juſtly and eaſily 
avenged himſelf on you as his wilful and! Ingrat- 
ful adverſaries. But, 
2. The Lord Jehovah has laid your miquity 
on him, that is, upon his own eternal and well- 
beloved Son. He ſent him upon this errand of 
mercy, as a proof of his willingnels to have you 
again reconciled to him, and reduced from your 
fatal ſtrayings and wanderings, Gal. iv. 4. “But 
when the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent 

forth his Son made of a woman, made under the 
law.” 1 John iv. 14. God ſent his Son to be 
the Saviour of the world.” And John vi. 27s 


% Him hath God the Father ſealed.” That is, 


He hath authoriſed and commiſhoned him to be 
"Sn os the 


the Saviour and Redeemer of loſt ſinners. Hence 
that I might take it again. No man taketh it 


it again. This commandment have I received 
of my Father.” As he ſent him upon this er- 
rand of mercy, ſo he fitted and quuified him for 
it. How beaytifully does the apoſtle deſcribe 
| this, Heb. x. 5, 7, 10.“ Wherefore, when he 
| cometh into the world, he faith, Sacrifice and 
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— -” 


ſaid the Lord, John x. 17, 18. © Therefore doth 
my Father love me, becauſe I lay down my life, 


from me, but I lay it down of myſelf; I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take 


offering thou wouldeſt not, but a body haſt thou 
prepared me. Then ſaid I, Lo, I come, (in the 
volume of the book it is written of me,) to do 
thy will, O God. By the which will we are 
ſanctified, through the offering of the body of 
Jeſus Chriſt once for all.” He prepared a body þ 
for him, a human nature, that he might be our 
own kinſman, bone of our bone, and fleſh of our F 
fleſn; a human nature, liable to all ſorts of pe- 3 
nal evils or punifhments ; to poverty and re- AJ 
proach, hunger and wearineſs, ſorrow and grief, 
temptation from ſatan and the world: yea, and. 
to death itſelf. Hence was he fit to ſuffer all - 
thoſe pains of body, and agonies of mind, from 
the hand of heaven, from men on earth, and from 
the powers of darkneſs; all that curſe and death 
which were the due deſert of our ſins. This is 
not all, Jehovah hath given the moſt infallible 
aſſurance to all men, that he hath accepted of 
the ſacrifice and atonement which his own Son 
made for onr iniquities when they were laid on 
him, in that he raiſed him again from the dead, 
tas SET 5 - | ” gave 
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ave him an honourable diſcharge from the pri- 
on of the grave, Heb. xii. 20. The God of 
peace hath brought again from the dead the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chat great ſhepherd of the 


ſheep, through the blood of . the everlaſting co- 


venant; and for the ſuffering of death crowned | 


him with glory and honour, Heb. ii. 9. Given | 
him a name above every name, that at the name 
of Jeſnsevery knee ſhould bow,and every tongue 
ſhould confeſs him to be Lord, to the glory of 
the Father, Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. Th is that ma- 
nifold wiſdom of God in a myſtery, which was 
hid from eyes and generations, but is now made 
manifeſt bytheappearance and coming of Chriſt. 


i In Jehovah's laying the iniquity of us all upon 


Chriſt, fin is puniſhed,and the ſinner reconciled 


to God, juſtice is fatisfied, and mercy glorihed; 


death and a curſe inflicted in vindication of 


God's truth; holineſs and life purchaſed for the 
rebellious in purſuance of God's purpoſe and 


grace given in Chriſt Jeſns before the world 
began. Here juſtice and judgment appear 


_ Clearely to be the habitation of his throne, in his 


irreconcileable hatred of fin, when he ſpared not 


his own Son, and at the ſame time mercy and 


truth go before his face in all their glories and 


triumph, where by theſe ſufferings he reconciles 


the world of ſinful men to himſelf ; which leads 
me to obſerve, rp 

HI. That every offender and wanderer may 
now claim the benefit of this atonement for {in ; 


there is no exception made, but all the loſt 


race have a free offer made of it to them. The 
Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all; clearly 
| , intimating- 
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. failing efficacy of this one ſacrifice for ſin, Rom. 


forth to be a propitiation to declare his righte- 4 3 
_ ouſneſs in the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God, that he might 
be juſt, and the juſtiſier of kim that believeth 
God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 
e to wit, that God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling 
the days of our prophet, the Jewiſh nation was 2 
za peculiar incloture, to them belonged the co- 


glory; and a middle wall of partition ſeparated - 


which the Jews were in pofleſhon of, but the of- Y 


to his fceptre of grace, aud. inliſt under his ban- 


— 


intimating the b ſufficiency and never- I 


« Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath fo 


in Jeſus. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. All things are of 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of re- 


e world to himſelf, not imputing 
their trefpaſſes to them; and hath committed 
-unto us the word of reconciliation. Indeed, 1 in 


venants, the promiſe, the ſervice of God, and the 
the heathen world from the ſacred privileges = 


tering of the body of Jeſus once for all broke 
down this middle wall, and tore this vail from 
top to bottom; the Barbar, the Scythian, the 1 9 
bond and free, the Jew and the Gentile, are 
called now to the hope of glory by Jeſus Chriſt, 

with whom there is no reſpect of perſon or na- 

tion. In this ſenſe the apoſtle John tells his 
countrymen the Jews, 1 John ii. 1, 2. And now 
Chriſl's ſons and his daughters come, at his call, 
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ner from afar, from eaft, north, ſouth, weſt; 
out of all nations, tongues, and languages; 1 ; - 
notwithſtanding the vaſt numbers that reject this | - 
Saviour and faly ation in every age and place 4 
Where | 7 5 
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where his goſpel is preached and this propitiation 
et forth, yet his willing ſubjeQs who..ceme to 
bim in the beauty of holineſs will.make upa 
glorious aſſembly which no man can number, 
© who ſhall ſtand before the throne of God and 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palme 
in their hands, ſaying, as Rev. vii: throughout. 
And for all the diverſity of nations out of which | 
they come, and. miferies from which they are 
' redeemed, will harmonicuſly and with one voice 
aſcribe the glory of their ſalvation from firſt to 
Taft to the free grace of God, and hh e precicus 
merit of the ſacrifice and blood of Jeſus in the 
- words of Rev. 1. 5, 6. 
Improvement. 1. Have we all like ſneepg gone 
aſtray? Learn your abſolute need of the gocd 
Shepherd to bring you back again; if all are 
ſickly, all have need of a Phyſician, enquire 
then, have you felt your need of him, and been 
imploring his kind and healing off: ces to recover 
and renew your diſeaſed ſouls. Aſk yourſelves 
again, and take no reſt till you can ſay on ſome 
=_ _gcod grounds, True, I am a child of wrath by 
nature, but I am born again by the waſhirg of 
= regeneration and the renewing of theholy Ghoit, 
Which he hath ſhed abundantly'on us through 
Jeſus Chriſt. our Saviour : True, I have gone 
aſtray like a loſt ſheep, but am new returned to 
the Shepherd and Biſhop of my foul: Fwas once 
under the power and dominion of every brutal 
Juſt, and an eaſy prey to wander cut of God's 
Way with every wicked companion, end to fol- 
low every wicked example, but by grace have 
got an abhorrence of every falſe and wicked way, 
"x 33 . . 


erm. 2 MW. Howes Select rn 5 1 
and a ee oh every looſe and wicked per- "= 


bon, and have ſaid, and will keep by it, Depart © 
from me, ye evil-acers,. for I will keep the con 
mandments of my God. I like to be willingly 
under law to Chriſt, and a companion to all them ⁵⁶ 
that fear the Lord: true; prodigal-like, I have 
gone far from God, and tne: time was when I 
3 myſelf better in any company and in” 

ny place, rather than to commune with my own 4 
Wy to place myſelf under his eye, and to live 
and act with a view to an after judgment; but 
have now ſeen my folly, I have ariſen and re- 
tur ned, I have mourned over my ſtrayings at the 4 43 
ſeet of my Father in heaven, in the bitterneſs of Y 
my ſoul; I have intreated his ſavour with my 
whole . and a thouſand times begged — 
room and a place in his family, on my bended 
knee, and that for the ſake of the blood and ſa- 
eriſice of his dear Hon, he would forgive my fol - = 
mer follies, and receive me again tho? it were 2 
but into the number of his hired ſervants, that he 
would keep me under his eye and re:traia my 
former wanderings: Believe it, my good friends, 
our welcome at Chriſt's table to-day, and our 
everlaſting joy hereafter, depends upon our being 
in caſe to ſay in ſome meaſure as above. 

2. Have all-and. every one. of us a corrupted». l 
bias that. is ready- to turn us aſide into our own.” 
ways, and. to betray us into the hand of every I 
temptation that aſſaults us on this our weak ſide; b 
learn to walk circumſpectly, to watch and pray-” , | 
- againſt your. iniquity, to bend all your own at- * 
tention and care, and all the force of grace re- 
ceived, and to call i in freſh ſupplies of divine aid. 4 
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osgainſt this right-hand and right-eye ſin. Beg, 
this day, the Captain of your falvation to tcach 
your fingers to fight, and your hands to war mere: 
ucceſsfully in theſpiritual warfare than former- 
ly you have done againſt thoſe fins which moit- 
= cafily beſet you, that every communion may be 
nouriſhing the new nature, weakening the old 
man, and killing the body of fin in you. 
3. Did the Lord lay the iniquities of us all 
upon CEriſt ?. Let us adore and bleſs him for 
this wonderful deliverance-irom the very worſt 
of cvils. Ochriſtians! if thoſe iniquities had 
been laid on us all when they were laid upon, 
=_ <0, they weld hare weighed us all down to 
=— the loweſt hell. juſt and true is the wife man's 
cacount, when he fays, Fools make a mcck of 
N 


fin; and elſewbere, Tho' thofe ſools may roll it 
under their tongue as a ſweet moi ſel, yet it will 
prove the poiſon of aſps in their belly. What a 
d dreadful burden do thoſe angels who excel in 
= Lrenpth, feel fin to be, who left their firſt eſtate ? 
= Jude 6. What a terrible thing did Cain feel fin 
to be when he cried out, My puniſhment is 
greater than I can bear? How hcavy did this 
weight lie upon the pfalmiſt's mind? Pfalm 
xxxVili. 1, 2, 3, 4. xl. 12, 13. Conſult your own 
feelings, if ever your ſpirits were wounded with 
2 ſenſe of the evil and deſerved wages of fin, and 
= you will fay with the wiſe man, No ſorrow like 
it.; for a wounded ſpirit who can bear? And. 
this day you are called to look upon fn in the 
moſt terrifying and dreadful light, as it pierced 
the immaculate Lamb of Gd through with 
inexpreſſible ſorrows, when the e 
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and made him to bleed, grone, and die. 
Ihink of this ye that are: ſtout-hearted and "JM 
far from righteouſneſs, all ye impenitent work- i 


with the odious names of glutton, decervers 
traitor, and demoniac. The burden of our fins 
threw him into a bloody agony, and ſorced 
ſtrong cries, and prayers, and tears, from him 


4aſtened: a heavy. croſs on his bleſſed ſhoulders” I 
til! he fainted under the weight of it as they laid 


him to his crucifixion. After he had given theſe 
ſhoulders to the ſmiters to be ſeverely ſcourged, 
and his ble ſſed cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair, our ſins pierced his hands and his feet, 


— 


ers of iniquity, and tremble, leſt the Lord lay 
your own iniquities which ye love and practiſe 


without remorſe and fear, upon your own breaſts- 


And do you think that your ſeeble hands will be 


ſtrong, ar your weak hearts will be able to ene 


dure if he enter into judgment with. you-? Is it 


nothing with you to ruſh upon the thick boſſes 


of the Almighty's buckler, and to provoke his 


anger as if you were ſtronger than he? Are ever- 


laſting burnings a light matter in your eye? If it 
was ſo in the green tree what will become of 


the dry, and the ſtubble? For God's ſake, think 


ere it be too late; admi re his goodneſs that has 


ſpared. you. hitherto, fly from wrath to come, 
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while we as ambaſſadors for Chriſt beſeech you. 
to be reconciled to God thro? the death of his 


- .Son ; comply with the kind entreaty; turn, why 


will you. die? and do it ſpeedily, one day's 


{ . continuance in your fins. may put you beyond 


the reach of another after, and fix you to their 


place where the worm never dies. To-day, if 


you will hear his voice: this day ſalvation will 
come to-your hearts and your houſes. Be wile - 
then, be inſtructed, join trembling with your 


mirth, kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye pe- 
. rith from the way. Think of this, ye weary 
and heavy-laden, whoare diſcouraged with fears, 
and terrors, and ſorrows for fin that ye have 
done. Jehovah in laying our iniquities upon 


Chriſt, has opened a door of hope to you. How. 
great and multiplied ſoever thy tranſgreſſions 
have been, thy caſe is not deſperate. There is 


riches enow in that free grace of Jehovah which 


made him to lay the iniquities of us all upon. 


his own dear Son, to ſpare every mourning pe- 


nitent that is willing to ſeek the benefit of this 
atonement ſorrowing. There is merit enough 
in the blood of Jeſus for the remiſſion of thy ma- 


ny fins, and to. make thee one of thoſe who love 


much becauſe much is forgiven, Luke vii. 47 
Here is ſovereign balm for thy bleeding, ſorrow- 
ful, and terrified mind, may God apply it to. 
thy ſoul by his holy Spirit, and then thy fears 
will be diſpelled, thy ſorrows eaſed, and thy pain- 
ful and wounded mind be bound up and healed. 
In the mean time, hope thou in his word, and. 
believe for thy ſupport, that the mourner is pro- 
nounced bleſſed even before his comfort. is ſent 
17 Think 
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Think of this, ye that fear the Lord, and eat 


your paſs- over with bitter herbs. Look on him 
whom you have pierced, and mourn. Eat your 


paſs- over with thankful hearts and ſongs of r 


to Jehovah for his endearing grace in providingel 
this ſtrong one to bear this heavy burden in your 
ſtead, and to eaſe your feeble ſhoulders of ſuch 
2 cruſhing. burden. Eat your paſs- over with 
the warmeſt affection and gratitude to Jeſus your: 


bleſſed ſubſtitute, who loved you to the death, 


and when you were enemies to God, put his 
ſou] in ycur fouls room, and bore the grieſs and 
carried the ſorrows, and endured the puniſhment. 
which would have quite ſwallowed you up. Eat 
your paſs-over with the firmeſt reſolutions of 
obedience, of living henceforth no more to your- 
ſelves, but to him who died for you, and roſe 


again; who bought you with the price of blood, 
that you might be a peculiar people to him, zeal- 


ous of good works. Eat your paſs-over with 
Gncere charity to all men, and love to one ano- 
ther, and not with the leavened bread of malice, 
for if God fo loved you, you ought to love one 
another. 


. Agno maFato Gloria. 2 
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2 Peter iii. 18... 
Grow in Grace. © 


[THF apoſtle concludes this epiſtle with an 
exhortation to the believers to whom he 
| wrote to watch againſt the errors and falſe 
doctrines. of ſeducers, leſt being laid away there-- "i 
by they ſhould fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſss 
in the fich of the gofpel, verſe 17. and to that 
end, in the words of the text, he Leading em to 
grow in grace. The apoſtle all along ſuppoſes 
them already converted, and fairly entered in at 
the ſtrait gate that leads to life, but cautions them 
in the text againſt looking upon themſelves as 1 
having already attained, or being already per- 
fect, or to think that all their way to the king: 
dom was ſtrewed with roſes, or that they .them-. ä 
ſelves were ſo ſtrong as poſſibly in a warm frame 
they might apprehend themſelves to be. No?“ 
as if he had ſaid, The duties of the chriſtian life 
are numerous and extenſive, and it will requife 
much faith and patience and prayer to go thro! _ 
them well; unforeſeen trials and teraptations- ' 
and ſnares from ſatan, the world and the. fleſh, 
: — 
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may ſuddenly rice up, which will fill you with 
ſear of falling before them in the conflict, and 


convince you ſadly oſ the imperfection and weak- 
neſs of thofe graces in you which you think 


ſtrongeſt ;. and therefore, as if he had ſaid, Be 
not high-mindcd, but fear; let him that thinketh 
he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall; truſt not to 


your own. hearts, Ican not to your former at- 


tainments, remember where your great ſtrength 
lies; or in one word, and it is my parting ad- 
vice, and the moſt important one that can be 


given you, Grow in grace. 


Two things will be needſul for explaining 


© theſe words, 


Firſt, To fix the meaning of the word grace, 
and then, = Bl 
Secondly, What is meant by growing in 


grace. And when J have done this, I ſhall make 
_ tome improvement of the ſubject. 


I. I return to the firſt thing propoſed, namely, 
to fix the meaning of the word Grace : and here 
I may obſerve ta you in general, that the word 


grace in common language Ggnifies any free fa- 


vour beſtowed upon thoſe who had no proper 
claim or title to that favour, but the free grant 
and donation of him who conferred it, and if the 
perſon upon whom the favour is beſtowed, in- 
ſtead of favours, had juſtly deſerved and was 
fairly expoſed to the indignation and reſentment, 
and ſevereſt uſage at the hand of him who freely 
heaps them upon them; in that caſe grace is ſtill 
the more glorious and illuſtrious by ſuch a gene- 
rous and gracious way of dealing. And this 


| d 
leads me on to obſerve, 
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the term Grace to repreſent the wonderful good- 

neſs and mercy of God to the ſons of men in the 
who!e contrivance and accompliſhment of the 
work of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, when 
we had ruined ourfelves and were ſo far from 
having the leaſt pretence to merit or-deſerve the 
Jeaſt good thing at the hand of God,that we. had 


wilfully thrown ourſelves out of . favour, and 


expoled ourſelves juſtly to. his fierceſt indigna- 
tion and refentment;;z and therefore this defign 


Grace. 


Jeſus Chriſt is emphaiieally faid to be a * 
to the praiſe of God's glorious grace, and the 


accepted in the beloved. In whom we have re- 
demption thro? bis blood, the forgiveneſs of fins 
according to the riches of his Braces... And this 
leads me, 

3. To obſerre, for fixing the meaning of this 
word as it is here uſed by the apoſtle, that in 
feripture we find this word applied in two ſenſes, 
namely, ſometimes to 58811 a gracious act in 


for an endlefs happineſs in his immediate pre · 
tence : 5 in i ſenſe ve word 1s Ale Rom. xi. 
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2. That the ſcripture very appoſitely 1 


in defiance of bis wrath had lift up the heel 
againſt him, and by the tranſgreſſion of his law 


of mercy and favour to rebel finners is called 


riches of his grace, Eph. i. 6, 7. To the: praiſe 
of his g glorious s grace, wherein he hath made us 


God towards the loſt race, and comes under the 
other names of ppod- will or a gracious. purpoſe 
and deſign of his, freely to confer on fallen ſin- 
ners all thoſe ſaving bleſſings that are needful to 
reſtore them to his favour, and to prepare them 
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5, 6. Even ſo then at this preſent time there is 
a remnant according to the election of grace, 3 
«that is,according to that gracious purpoſe, choice 
or counſel of God, ſo Eph. i. 5, 6. But the 
grace of God in this ſenſe is not capable of ebbs Mi 
nd flows, this foundation of the Lord ſtands 
ure; the Lord-knoweth them that are his, and 
his purpoſes of grace towards them are invari- 
able. It remains then that grace in my text be 
- underſtood in the other ſenſe that 1s frequently 
put upon it in ſcripture, namely, for the bleſſed 
and gracious effects that are produced in conſe- 
- quence of this.gracious purpoſe of God in the 
ſouls of believers in Chrilt, which are called the 
gifts, the. graces, and the callings of the holy 
| Ghoſt, the fruits of the Spirit, and are held forth 
in ſcripture under the names of faith, repent- 
ance, love to God and to Chriſt, and to one ano- 
ther, peace, joy, and 1n one word; goſpel- holi- 
neſs; a lift of which you have, Gal. v. 225 23. 
and another, Eph. v. 8, 9. For ye were ſome⸗ 
times darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord: 
walk as children of the light: for the fruit of 
the Spirit is in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, 
and truth.” It 1s the grace of God in this latt 
ſenſe that produces the ſaving alteration and 
change to the better in- the ſtate and tempers of 
fallen ſinners, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the ungodly world, and which uſe from 
ſmall beginnings in their firſt converſion, like a 
rain of muſtard ſeeq, to diffuſe and grow up gra- 
dually, and to ſpread the image of God in all its 
beautiful lineaments through the whole temper 
and. converſation of the renewed mind, till it 
come 
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EChriſt. Theſe things being obſerved for fixing 
che meaning of the word Grace, this will lead 
us eaſily into what is meant by growing in grace; 
"Ewhich is plainty this, that believers in Chriſt 


to come to particulars, 1. Grow in the grace 
ol faich, as that grace hath reſpect to the Media- 


a ſinful creature can be brought into a ſtate of ac- 


and the truth, and the life: no man cometh to 
the Father but by me.” And this Redeemer 
will not recommend any perſon nor their ſer- 


from a thorough conviction of our own guilt » 
and pollution, and of our own utter incapa- 
eity to recommend ourſelves to God and procure 
* our own peace, we chearfully yield ourſelves to 
him as our Lord and our God, renouncing the 
dominion off every other lord and owner, and 

putting ourſetves under his yoke, Matth. xi. 


courſe; this grace is ſo important in itſelf, and 
of ſuch uſe and eſſicacy towards the chriſtian: 
life, that the apoſtle Paul tells us of himſelf, : 
Gal. ii. 20. „ The life which I live now: in: the © 
Hcth, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, who! 
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eome to the fall ſtature of the perfect man in 


1 ought to be daily improving and ſtrengthening \ "JM 
every holy diſpoſition of ſoul that is in them, 
and advancing daily in faith and holineſs. Or, 


tor; it is only in and thro the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the bleſſed Mediator betwixt God and man, that 


.ceptance with God, John xiv. 6. am the way, 


= vices to his Father's acceptance, till he himſelf - 
be owned by a cordial act of faith, that is, till 


* 
. 3 3 


28, 29. Nov is faith neceſſary only to our firſt 
entrance upon our firſt converſion to God, it is 
equally needful thro* the whole of our chriſtian 


? ore 
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loved me and gave himſelf for me.“ The very 
"fame influence from Chriſt: which is neceſſary 
..at firſt to convey ſpiritual life into the ſoul is 
| neceſſary to maintain it; the very ſame media- 


cCeeſſary afterwards to recommend its perſcn and 
ſervices, Rev. viii. 3. And the more we grow in 
the grace of faith in the Mediator, the more vi- 


more pleaſing i in the ſight of God: Let us then 
- grow in faith, that we may be ſtill more ſenſible 


a Mediator, and of his power and readineſs to 
help us and to recommend us to God, we may 
| grow into a more cloſe dependence on- him, and 
into more firm and chearful confidence and truſt 
2 in him for righteouſneſs: and ſtrength, for the 
forgiveneſs of our fins thro' the merits of his 
death, and for ſtrength and power againſt allour 
- OWN. Gnful inclinations, and all the temptations 
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increaſe our value and eſteem of him as our ad- 


more ſtedfaſtly to him asthe author and finiſher of 
our faith, and may every day grow more and 
more into thankful wonder and gratitude for 
his redeeming- love, and repreſent to our minds 
more frequently the vaſt extent of it to us, and 
to a loſt world, and thereby work ourſelves more 
and more into a ſteady and lively affection to 


im on that accounts. and from love be more 
conſtrained 
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gorous will the ſpiritual life be in us, and we the 


of our indigent and deſperate condition without 


of ſatan. and the world, through the powerful 
grace of his Spirit, we may everyday raiſe and 
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tion of Chriſt which is ee, Þ ry to recommend "Ft 
the ſinner's perſon at firſt to-God-is equally ne- 


vocate with the Father, and glory more and 
more in him, as ſuch we may look more and 
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conſtraiued to do or ſuffer his will as he has re- 
vealed it in his word, or may call us out in the- 
courſe of his providence... In thefe and a great 


| 9 many other inſtances may we all. grow in the 3 
grace of faith, as it reſpects a Mediator. But, F 


2. Grow in the grace of repentance. As this 


grace is alſo neceſſary to our firſt paſſing from a 3 
WE ſtate of enmity to God into a ſtate of friendſhip - i 


with heaven; ſo it is equally neceffary through - 
cur whole chriſtian. courſe, repentance for ſim, . 
and converſion to God from it are parts of the - 


1 real chriſtian's daily work, and is abſolutely - 


needful becauſe of many ſinful infirmities 
where with we are compaſſed, and too often need- 
ful in the beſt; on account even of wilful finsz* 3 
and the more we are exerciſing and increahng * 
in · the grace of repentance, the more will we be 
meet for divine friendſhip and intercourſe with, 


= the Father and the Son: 1 do not here mean that 


the grace of repentance will become more cla- 
morous, and cauſe ſuch outcrics and effuſion of * ix 
tears, and ſuch outward expreſſions of it, theſe - | 
may be greateſt upon the ſinner's firſt awakening i 
convictions, when all the iniquities of his pat 
life are ſet in a dreadful light before him, and - 
the pains of hell appear to him as ready to take 
hold on him: but the eſſential ingredients of 2 
evangelical repentance may gather firength and 
increaſe daily, namely, we may grow daily into 
a deeper ſenſe of the hainous evil and malignity 
of fin, as it is contrary to the holy nature and 
law of God, as it offends our beſt friend, as it 
- Pierced the Lord of glory, and grieves the holy. i 
Spirit, and is the ſhame, and reproach, and ruin : i 
> S 8 
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of our im mortal ſculs; we may grew daily into a 


more confirmed hatred of it, we may. every day 1 
de more careſul to avoid it, and more watchſul 
againſt all temptations to it from without, and 
all remaining inclinations to it within; in a 
word, more reſolutions to cleanſe ourſelves from 
all filthineſs of the fleſh and of the fpirit, 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. than at ou firſt ſetting out in the chriſti- 8 
an race. Qur ſorrows for ſin may. indeed be 
the more quick, our Jamentations and wailings . 
more loud, and our tears may take a greater flow i 
than afterwards, but. the very ſoul and ſpirit. of 
repentance, if I may ſpcak ſo, lies, not- in the 
plenty of our tears, and the noiſe of our cryings 
and wailings, but in the deteſtation of our crimes, 
and the real and unfeigned averſion of our hearts: i 
to them, and in keeping ourſelves from our 
iniquity, and in this ſenſe we may grow daily in 
this grace. But, 3 =” 
3. Grow in the grace of lere to Ged, to 


_ Chriſt, and to one another. (1) Grew in the 


love of God. This grace is of ſuch importance, 
/- that Chriſt fums up all the firſt table in it, Mat, Wl 
_  -xxii. 37, 38. and is menticned ky the apoſtle to 
_ thc Galatians, Gal. v. 22. in the very front ef 

= - thoſe fruits of the Spirit which are produced in 
W' the ſouls of the regenerated, and ſo does the 
EF apoſtle John, 1 John iv. 7. © Love is of God; 
and every one that loveth God is hormof God.” 
And indeed the love of God is undoubtedly the 
moſt free, and noble, and rational affection that 
human nature is capable of, and is founded upon ä 
the cleareſt ſenſe of duty and intereſt, of graci» - 


5 
1 


tude and honour to the greateſt, the moſt glari- 
|  -ous,, 
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IT ous, and the very beſt of Beings. But, chatte 
bow greatly may you grow in this grace after 
all your yet attainments : ?. Can you give your- 4 
ſelves to the ſtudy and contemplation of his } 
tranſcendent perfections, his infinite power and 
XX wiſdom, and goodneſs, and truth, and holineſs ; 
or can you ſurvey the rich and various manifeſt- 
XX ations he has made. of his great perfection in the 
works of creation and providence, and moſt of 
all in the works of redemption, and grace in the 
perſon and mediation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . 
and in the geſpel method of- ſalvation by bios, 
alone, and not grow into the ſacred actings and 
TX expreſſions of love to the bleſſed God, ſuch as a 
higher eſteem and veneration of him, a fihgerer- 
and warmer deſire after him, and delight in bim, 
and a ſtronger and more rooted gratitude and 
thankfulneſs to him, into thoſe lively thirſtings | 
for God the living God, thoſe pantings, and 
= breathings, and. gronings, and even faintings 
for a ſaving intereſt in him through Chriſt, for 
more clear and ſatisfying diſcoveries of ba lov-- | 4 
ing-kindneſs, which is better than life, for more 
and more conformity and likeneſs to him, more 
intimate communion with him in all the duties 
2X of his inſtituted . worſhip on earth, and more 2 
WE mectnels for, and earneſt longings for the un- 
ninterrupted and perfect enjoyment of him in 
beaven ? Pfal. xl. 1, 2. and Ixiii. 12,3. Thus 1.5 
* 
| 


grow in the glace of love to God. 

> (2) Grow atfo. in the love of Jeſus the Medi. 
ator. Tou all know, my friends, that love to 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo cflential a part of the 

x chriltian teinper, that thoſe v who. are dettitute * 


30 Mr Horb Select Sermons. | Serms 2 


it lie under a dreadful curſe, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
And have not even thoſe who love him in ince- 
rity whom they have not feen great cauſe to. 

confeſs and acknowledge that with reſpect to this. 

grace they have not yet attained, nor are already 
perfect, and are far from loving the Lord Jeſus. 
to that degree they ought? Think farther, chriſ- 
tians, why he has inſtituted the oy {upper 
which you have been partaking of this day to be. 
a ſolemn memorial-of his living-and dying love 
to you, but to kindle in your hearts the ſpark of 
love to him intoa more conſtant and ſteady flame. 
You have ſeen him ſet forth in the ordinance 
_ crucified as it were before your. eyes, dying in. 
your room and ſtead, dying under the imputa- 
tion of your guilt, dying to give a proper ſatisfae - 
tion for your fins to the law and juſtice of God, 

- dying that you might never die or rather agonize- 
for ever in eternal torments, dying that you. 
might receive the adoption of ſons, and be heirs: 
of an inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away . and ſhall. not the love 

of Chriſt conſtrain us to live not to ourſelves, 

but to him that died for. us and roſe again? 2 Cor. 

v. 14, T5, and abound more than ever in the 
moſt cordial expreſſions of it? For initance, 

Shall not his honour now when he is abſent 
Jie ſtill nearer our hearts, and ſhall not we pray 

for, and wiſh more earneſtly the proſperity of his 

kingdom, and exert. ourſelves more vigorouſly 
as miniſters, or parents, or maſters. of families, 
to promote his glory? Shall we not be more 
| ſenſibly touched with grief at the diſhonqur 

done to his name by his falſe and pretended: 
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friends, and become more-watchful over our. 
ſelves, leſt we ever bring a reproach, upon our 
_ profeſſion by following the multitudes that give 1 
themſelves to do evil? O conymunicants!. be. 
more on your guard now than ever againſt curfe 3 
ing and ſwearing, profanation of the Sabbath, 
drunkenneſs and. uneleanneſs, injuſtice and ma- 
lice, than ever you have been; make more con- 
ſcience than ever of ſecret and family prayer, 
and Sabbath. ſanctification, of ſtudying the ex- 
ample of Chriſt, and copying out all thoſe grac- 
es that ſhane ſo illuſtriouſly in his example into. 
your own.tempers and converſations, fox it is in, 
this way, be expects you to grow in love to him, 


JJ 1 
— (3) On this head, Grow in love to one ano- 
> | ther, this is the apoſtle's inference, Eph. iv. 11 
e. and is exprefſly required by our blefſed Lord of 
u. all who call themſelves his diſciples, Ichn xiii... 
8 34, 35. Cultivate more and more a benevolent. i 
, Aiſpoſition towards. all your fellow - creatures, and 
e. grow daily in an abhorrence of all the malevo- 

2 | lent paſhons of malice, envy, hatred, ſtrife, 

— which are reckoned among the works of the fleſh, 

4 Gal. v. 20, 21. And the apoſtle John not only 

„ brings i in the outward acts of 1 impiety, cruelty, 

t. and wrong to our neighbours, as criminal in the 


Hght of God, but even hatred, or malice, or en- 1 
vy in our - hearts, as murder in the ſight of God, 
1 John in. 15. And make it evident that you are 
growing in that grace. of love to one another, by I 
abounding daily in all the good offices of ſocial 
Lfe which are particularly enjoined in the goſ-. © 3 
bel as bars. wives, parents and child- 'Y 
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ren, maſters and ſervants, and ſuch like; and 


eſpecially grow in the grace of compaſſion and 


charity towards thoſe who are in want, or diſtreſs, 


or affliction of any kind. Charity, my friends, 
as well as faith, is a- part of the religion of Jeſus, 


and tho”-neither of them can be our juſtifying 
righteouſneſs in the fight of God, they are both 


_ equally neceſſary in their own place; remem- 


ber the words of the apoſtle, 1 John in: 17. and 
James. i. 27. And eſpecially grow in compaſſion 
to thoſe who are deſtitute in this world, and yet 
have all the appearances that are needful to ſa- 
tisfy us that they belong to the houſhold of faith; 


read Matth. xxv. 31. to the end of the chapter, 


and we will all ſee cauſe to humble ourſelves in 


the fight of God that we have done fo little for 
. Chrift's deſtitute little ones, and that all of us 


Have great room to make great improvement, 


and grow in the grace of charity and compaſſion, 
and love to one another. In one word, let us put 
on and grow daily in bowels of mercy, Col. iii. 
12-18. Ithought to have mentioned many 
other graces, namely, Humility, patience, reſig- 


nation to the will of God, temperance, &c, but 
your time is gone, and I would think it a ſort of 


, cruelty todetain you after ſo long an attendance z 


give me leave only to cloſe with an advice or 
A. 5 | 
1. See to it, my good friends, that you are 
Chriſtians indeed, that you have the power of re- 
ligion wrought on your hearts, the direction in 
the text ſuppoſes the truth of grace in the heart, 
that we are already converted, and 1 have all 
along ſuppoſed this, hat I have been addreſſing 
3 5 myſelf 
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myſelf to the regenerated,at leaſt communicants. I 
ſhould have been concerned to make ſure of titis- x 
before they approached to the Eord's table, 
but as there are no abſolute pure and unmixed: Þ 
communions on earth, and our Lord has told us, 
| Many who have eaten and drunken in his pre- 5 
| fence at his table, will, another day, be diſown-., 4 
ed by him; let all of us ſay with the difci ples, 
Maſter, is it 1? -and be duly ſenſible of the great 
importance of laying the foundation well, for if 
our religion does not begin with a ſaving chan ge, 
jf it be not inward and fincere,. it will be like a 
kouſe built upon the fand which a few ſtorms 
will bring to ruin in a ſhort time: ſee to it then, 
that a ſaving change has paſſed on you by the 
power of the holy Spirit, that you are new crea- 
tures, that you have a new heart, and a new 
ſpirit, for believe it, unlefs there be a root of 
grace in the heart, you cannot grow in graces, 
which always {ſuppoſes the root of the matter in 
you ; without this all appearances of religion 
you wear about you are but the ſhadows of reli- 
gion in God's account, and can. never be ac- 
cept. d 1 in his fight; and this advice is the moſt 
important that all of you can attend to, whether 
com muniĩcants or others. 
2. If you would grow in grace, attend with 
care and perſeverance upon all the means of grace, 
the divine inftitutions of the word, prayer, the 
ſacraments, the ſanctification of the Lord's day, - 
2 meditation, and ſuch like. Theſe divine medi- | 
tations are called means of grace, becauſe it is in 
a careful attendance on them that. the bleffed = 
God e confers grace at firſt, and aſterwards. 
makes "2 
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makes it to grow and increaſe. Give yourſelves 
to the reading of the word of God, which: our 
Lord tells us is a mean of his peoples ſanctifica- 
tion, John xvii. 17. It is a very improbable 
thing to expect that thoſe will grow in grace 
Vbo let their Bibles lie by them as a neglected 
book. Attend the preaching of the word: care- 
fully, for the miniſtry of the word is God's ap- 
pointed mean for edifying- the body of Chriſt, 
and the perfecting of the ſaints, Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
or making them to grow in grace; and I ſuppoſe, 
if you are chriſtians indeed, your own experience 
of the bleſſed ſacrament of the ſupper, its being 
à moſt ſtrengthening and invigorating ordi- 
= - nance, will bring you to it as often as you can. 
Prayer again, as it is a duty greatly ſubſervient 
to the uſefulneſs of; every other mean of grace, 
ſol hope you will make conſcience of frequent 
| and fervent ſecret prayer, and of prayer in your 
families as well as to jcin in the public 
prayers that are put up to God inthe aſſemblies 
of his people; you cannot be too ſenſible of 
your need of daily ſupplies from the ſulneſs that 
is in Chriſt, for increafing your faith and your 
love, and every other grace, nor too often on 
your knees begging them from God, and be 
ſure in all your addreſſes to God to have an eye 
to the mediation and interceſſion of Jeſus your 
only advocate and propitiation, as the. apoſtle di- 
rects, Heb. iv. 14. And finally, | 
3. Roule yourſelves to an endeavour to grow 
in grace, by looking forward to the crown ot life 
at the end of your race. Remember the words 
of the apoſtle to the Galatians, Gal. vi. 7. Be 
| 7 not 
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not deceived, God is not motked, for whatſoe- 
ver a man ſoweth that ſhall he reap, and he that 

- ſoweth to the ſpirit hall reap everlaſting life; 
and you may compare that with 2 Cor. ix. 6. 


“He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly, 
and che that ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap bonnti- 
fully.“ 1 conclude all in the words of Jude, 
ver. 20, 21. But ye, beloved, building up = 
N yourſelves in your moſt holy faith, praying in 
I the holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of 

„ = God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 3 
—_ -Chriſt unto eternal life” 9 
> Now, unto him that 1s ad 70 keep you from 
Falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the 


preſence of | his glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, 
.dominton-and power, both now and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON HE. 
Faſt-day, appointed .by the King. 
Tarves, Dec. 18, 1745. 


| 


Let the priefts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep 
between the parch and the altar, and let them 
ſay, Spare thy people, ) Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach ; that the theathen 
fhould rule over them: wherefore ſhould they 
ſay among the people, Where is their God? 


HE context ſhews a divine warrant fort 


our aſſembling together in the courts of 
our God's houſe this day, for ſolemn humilias 
tion, prayer, faſting before our God, whom we 


how amiable and clear 1s the mercy of God 


placed before our eyes ! God's choſen Iſrael had . A 
forgotten and forſaken God their Rock, they 


had wearied him with their iniquities, they had 
abuſed his mercies, and a general corruption 
and depravity of morals had diffuſed itſelf and 
infected the whole body of that people, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt; their kings, their 
princes, their nobles, their prophets, their com- 

ee | | | mons, 
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have moſt juſtly provoked by our fins to vifit us F 


with his righteous judgments. O chriſtians, 


— 
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mons, were all in tanzen on; fo bt 
God threatens them with his judgments, 3 
zoſs of thoſe mercies they had long enjoyed and 
long abuſed, and in place of them, famine, 
word, miſery and diſtreſs of all kinds are, as it 
were, commiſſioned and levelled at their guilty 
heads, and ready to ſwallow them up; but while 
® >theſe inſtruments of death are preparing, he 
ſends his prophet to proelaim the vcice of theſe 
rods and the kind intention of him who had ap- 
pointed them, namely, that he took no pleaſure 
in their death, in their ruin and miſery, but ra- 
ther that they would repent and turn to the 
Lord, with all their hearts, with cfaſting and 
wWeeping, and with mourning, and rent their 
hearts and not their garments, and turn unto 
the Lord their God, with a gracious promiſe of 
relief from all their ſore miſeries, upon their re- 
2ntance and reſormation; for he is gracious 
and merciful, flow to anger and of great kind- 
neſs, and repenteth him of the evil. And to 
lead upthis general repentance and reformation, 
-a ſolemn faſt is to be appointed, and the people 
of all ranks, ages, and ſexes, are to be, gathered 
to the houſe of the Lord, as we are this day; and 
there the prieſts are to offer the ſacrifices ap- 
. pointed by the law, for the purification of the 
people in the holy place, weeping as they go, 
burning incenſe, and making interceſſion for the 
worſhippers without, ſaying, Spare thy people, 
Lord, &c. where they are directed to fill their 
mouths with arguments: O Lord, thou art the 
ſupreme being, who art able to kill and to mate 
alive 2 T0 pluck up and tg .1 ro cut nations, and 
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10 build and a 3 We are the clay i in chad 
hands, thou art the potter ; we cannot it thy 1 
will; we acknowledge thy pawer and thy u- 
premacy. But ſpare ; thy mercy is thy darling 
attribute: thou waiteſt to ve gracigus becauſe * 
thou delighteſt in mercy, while judgment is thy 
Arrange work, © Lord, remember mercy, in the” 
midi of deſerved 9 Fg towards us thy peo- 
ple who are called by thy name, and in ahm 
£ thou challengeſt a ſpecial. propriety beyond all 
ö the other nations M the earth, who know not nor 
4 are called by thy name. This is Jeremiah's ar- 
— gument, Jer. xiy. 7-10. and Daniel's, Dan. ix. 
| 19. and which the prieſts, the miniſters of the... 2 
Lord are commanded to repeat in the next peri- 
: od; Give not thine heritage to reproach ; as if 
c = he had faid, O Lord, thou gaveſt this land with 
thine own ſtretched-· ou arm to thy people, and 
caſt the heathen out of it, that we might dwell 
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P in it, and worſhip thee the true and the living 
God here according to thy own inſtitutions, and 

1 ta witneſs againſt the idols and falſe gods of the 

» nations round about, Lord, give not thine heri- 

p tage toreproach, that the heathen (that is) the. 

1 idolaters thould again ſet up their. altars to gra- 
ven images in the place where thine honour 

7. dwells; ſuffer them not to trample the altars off 

f the true God under their feet, and offer incenſe 

5 to idols where the God of heaven has been call- 

1 ed upon, let not the heathen: rule over us bx 

| driving us from the place of thy worſhip, by in- 

x ſulting and pouring contempt on the ordinances 

4 | of the living God, and in triumph over us and 
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with their crueband impious ſacriſices to their 
idols. | 


1] = God? As Ifrael was the envy of the heathen. 


= ligion, and the wonderful inſtances of divine 
| favour and protection wherewith they were ſur- 
rounded, and in which they placed their truſt ; 
the moſt ſhocking blaſphemies againſt the God. 
of Iſrael was the uſual language of the heathen 
nations; witneſs Rabſhakeh's blaſphemies; and 


[| We havelongenjoyed liberty, plenty, and peace, 
| 2 and theſe invaluable bleſſings long enjoyed and 
EF abuſed have brought us to Jeſhurun's caſe, as 
it is fully deſcribed by Moſes, Deut. xxxii. g &c. 
Thoſe in the higher ſtations of life are to a man 
almoſt over-run with vanity, idleneſs, pleaſure, 


Why ſhovld the heathen ſay, Where is their 


nations, on account of their God, and their re- 
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expenſive and corrupt diverſions, od ll in 
all its effeminate ſhapes: how few have eſcaped 
being infected this way, beſides, that ſo many 
in high life are become atheiſtical and profane, 


and profeſs an open contempt of every thing ſacred. 


and good, have turned their backs upon religion 
and all regard to the doctrines, duties, and in- 


ſtitutions of chriſtianity; make the Lord's Sab- 


bath the day of their j journeyings, and N 


their worldly. affairs thro' the week, or a day o 

intemperance; and think time It ſpent in attend- 
ing the public ordinances of God's worſhip? It 
is become below their politics and good taſte to 
appear. in the public aſſemblies of chriſtians, join: 
in the public prayers of God and their Redeem- 
er, to hear a good ſermom or contribute to the 
neceſſities of the poor with their fellow chriſtians, 
tho' they never want to throw away upon their 


luxury and debauchery; and tho'we now live in 


an age wherein the miniſters of the goſpel, if ever 


they ought to take great heed to their. lives and 


their doctrines, that the name of God may not 
be blaſphemed aud his holy. religion brought in- 


to contempt, yet it can never be enough lament- 


ed, tho' with tears of blood, that even amongſt: 
us, who miniſter in holy things, ſome ſhould: 


be found inffaming needleſs differences about 


ſmaller thin gs, and waſting thatzeal which would. 


de better laid out upon the weightier, matters of. 
the law; fome thro? lech and negligence, ſome 


thro” ignorance, ſomethiough handling the word. 


deceit ully, and dropping the chriſtian religion 


out of their diſcourſes, ſome thro! weakneſs, ſome. 
thro” ſervile compliances with the finful humours. 
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and parties of the times, and to make themſelyes. ; 
agreeableto the debauched part of the gentry, do. | 
undermine the credit and offers of their doc- 
trine, and lay a ſtumbling block to the ſucceſs of 
the goſpel, in the way both of ſinners and ſaints. 
And then as to our common people, is there 
not an almoſt univerſal corruption and depra- 
vation of manners ſpread over the face of the. 
= whole land? How few families among us make 
WR conſcience of the worſhipping of God in them? 
1 what e fills the mouth of every debauchee- 
in low life? What cheating, treachery, envy, 
malice, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, Sabbath - 
breaking, and immorality of all kinds, and efpe- 
cially a ſpirit of lying, and difafſeCtion to our 
happy conſtitution in chureh and ſtate? Theſe are 
the fins of our age, and of all ranks in it. And. 
I am ſure to an attentive obferver we equal Iſrael 
of old in our fins; but then let us ſee, 

2. How-like them are we in the judgments, 
of Almighty God that are hanging over our 
guilty heads, and which have in part been inf ict- 
ed upon us? And on this head I ſhall only men- 
tion what is known to all of you. In the end 
of the year 1739, when we had the firſt late and. 
rainy harveſt, tollowed with the bad crop, 1740, 
began the fir interruption of our plenty; this. 
was followed with a declaration of war againſt. 
1 Spain, which firſt interrupted our peace; and: 
W. then, in an inſtant, ſcarcity of bread, or, in. 
Pour own language, dear meal, and at the ſame 
1 time an intire ſtop to the ſale of your manufac- 
tures, (both unknown for near thirty years toge- 
ber) at once ſcattered and — . 
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of honeſt families in one year's cime;andbiooght” 
fuch a great diſtreſs upon the country as is not 


recovered to this day; and maſters and tenants. 41 ; 
have felt and do feel the bitter fruits of that to 
this day. Soom after, war was declared by the 


king of France againſt us, which ſtill kept the: 
manufactures low, through the hazard they 
were expoſed to by pirates, and the coſt of in- 


ſurances, attended with the loſs of a great deal 


of the beſt blood of the nation in America, and 


the continent of Europe, where mourning, and 


miſery, and diſtreſs, have been introduced inte 


the families of the landed, the trading, and the 


poor of the nation, witheut diſtinction; and. ⁵ 


now, which is ftill more terrible, the flames of 


a civil war are kindled among ourſelves, and 
throng us with immediate and irremediable : 


miſery, bloodſhed, and ruin. 

This rebellion in4ts beginning was little bend 
ed, nay, even contemned as a trivial affair, not 
worthy of being obſerved, till the defeat of Cope's. 


army in Eaft Lothian, and then indeed a ſpirit, 
got up where it was leaſt expected, as the High- 
land Chiefs, who are moſtly papiſts, had joined. . 
a few Frenchmen who landed with the Son of 


the Pretender, very ſoon after Cope's deteat, 


the papiſts in this country ſet up their head, and 
our p:oteſtants who go under the name of 
High-flyers and Non-jurors, or Jacobites, who. 


had been protected by the government in the 


quiet poſſeſſion of their religion and liberty, ſet 
up the ery next againſt their benefactors, or the 
government whick had protected them; and, oh. 
Es oh the banda my Oy and country- 
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be faid none ſuch had joined in the rebellion! 


- what not, and took arms againſt them in defian ce 


as miſerable as even the Eothians were, tho' we 
are far from being ſo able to bear their oppreſ- 


of our effects. But I truſt almighty God has 


ſevere ſcourge to us as a check to our fins, and 
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men, it could not be ſaid, that many of thoſe 
who were qualified to the government and were 
under the moſt ſolemn oaths! Oh that it could 


but many of them, ever ſince, by a perfidious 
petjury, cryed out againſt the government to 
whom they had taken oaths, as uſurpers, and | 


of their former ſworn allegience, ſince that time 
the French king and the king of Spain, the 
known: diſturbers of the peace of Chriſtendom, 
and the declared enemies and ſuppreſſors of the 
proteſtant religion by fire and faggot, by perſe- 
cution and cruelty, and treachery which they 
call by the name of the northern hereſy, have 
fomented it; every one of our harbours in the 
northern parts have got in French forces, and 
French arms, and French money, and French 
ammunition, to encourage us to kill one another, 
and deſtroy our happy civil conſtitution, and ex- 
tippate our holy religion, and commit ravages, 
and plundering upon one another by a lawleſs 
and oppreſlive power, as it is at this day; and if 
God Almighty, did not ſet reſtraining bounds. 
to their wrath and fierceneſs, and ſend us. help, 
this part of the country had been in a ſhort time - 


five cxactions of money and: the plundering 


mercy in reſerve for us, and only deſigns this 


to rouſe us up to and confirm: us more in the 
love of our holy ee, our civil rights, _ 
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the happineſs of a free and legal government, 


under our moſt gracious ſovereign king George; 


eſpecially, Thirdly, If we liſten to the voice of his | 
rod, and repent of our ſins, and amend our lives; 


and, oh that this day of ſolemn faſting and hu- 
miliation may lead us to a particular mourning, 


every family apart, and every perſon apart, for 


our own fins, and the fins. of the land, and to 
a particular reformation of our lives. . 

Our moſt gracious God (as in the caſe of Iſfrael- 
of old) is proclaiming himſelf, this day, in our 
hearing, merciful and gracious, long- ſuffering, 


not willing that we ſhould periſh, but by our 


repentance and reformation prevent our ruin; 


and has put it in the heart of our King toinjou: 
our aſſembling together in the courts of our 
God's houſe, that the miniſters of the Lord, in 


theſe united kingdoms, may in one day lead 
the public mourning, and weep before the Lord, 


and make humble interceſſion in the name of 
Chriſt for the divine merey to ſpare his people, 


magnify his own divine grace for our deliverance 


and protection, when the wrath and fur of our 


enemies is at its very. utmolt height. Chat he 


would not givehis heritage to reproach, or ſuffer - | 
his holy religion and our civil liberties to be tram- 


pled under the feet of papiſts and Jacobites, nor 
in the place of the purity of has holy inſtitutions 
puniſn us with the idolatrous mals, and all. the 
trumpery of papiſts and graven images; but that 


for his own name and glory's ſake: he would 
humble the pride and tyranny of our foreign and - 


domeſtic enemies, and maintain our civil and 


ſacred rights to lateſt poſterity, while ſun and 
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eee Let us then follow this 3 
faſt and humiliatien-day, 1, With a ſincere 
humiliation of our ſouls before God for our ſins, 
every perſon apart, and every familv apart, we | 
have abuſed our goſpel-light, we have abuſed | 
our long continued peace and tranquillity: we 
have abuſed our civil liberty, and God is threa- 
tening us with the loſs of them all at onee. 
Now an unfeigned humijiation of our ſouls be— 
fore God for our fins is the only way. to elcape | 
his threatened judgments. 

Heathen Nineveh- prevented their ruin by a. 
timely and general humiliation of themſelves 
before God; and our moſt gracious God is ftill | 
ready to reprieve and pardon humble and conti ite 
penitents, whether nations or particular perſons. 
2. Let us offer up our prayers and ſupplica- 
tions in our families, and: in ſecret, with the 
utmoſt importunity to the God of all mercy and 
eonſolation, our heavenly Father, in the name 
of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that of his in- 
finite mercy he would he pleaſed to give unto 
vs, and to all men in the land, his holy. Spirit. 
as a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, repentance: 
and reformation, that the languiſhing ſtate of 
religion may be revived, that a diſintereſted zeal 
for the proteſtant religion, and our happy civil 
conſtitution, may take place of fordid avarice, 
luxury, corruption and ſelfiſnneſs, which are 
like to render us miſerable to every thing gene- 
rous, religious and free, and in end ruin us, if 
God Almighty does not put a ſtop to theſe evils. 
That God himſelf may maintain our holy. re- 
gion, and our civil Preperties a and liberties, and 
—tranſmit 
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„ trnd them to the lateſt poſtertey while ſun | 5 
© i and moon endure, in oppolition to all the ſe- 5 
55 cret contrivances and open efforts of France, 4 
© it Spain and Rome from abroad, or of papiſts and 

d Non, jurors, and Jacobites at ae 

; Let us, while we-pray for ourſelves in public, 

in our families, or in ſecret, pray for our gract- 

a Z ous ſovereign King George, while others load 


him with their curfes, and with odious names, 
let us aid him with our prayers, while others 
break through every ſacred and civil tie where- 
with they are obliged to ſupport him, and perfi- 
S dioufly and ungratefully take up arms againſt 
ul him ; let him have our hands and our hearts, and 


** our prayers, that his ſacred perſon may be under 
85 a divne protection, and his counſels under a di- 
a- 


vine conduct; that his arms both by ſea and 
land may be under a divine protection for the 
nd maintenance of all that is dear to us as we are 
men and chriſtians, that under him and his, we 
and ours may live quiet and peaceable lives, in 
all godlineſs and honeſty. And, chriſtians, let 
our poor and infatuated enemies have our pity 
and our prayers, as our holy religion teaches us, 
not to render evil for evil, nor raihng for rail- 
ing, but contrarywiſe, to do good to them that 
hate us, Matth. v. 44. compared with 1 Pet. iii. g. 
Let us pray for their repentance and con ver- 
ſion, that they may be convinced of their miſ- 1 
takes, ſee their errors, and return to their allegi- 
ance to their King; and inſtead of ſeeking the 3 
ruin, ſtudy to be quiet, and ſtudy the good of 
their poor, bleeding, impoveriſhed, and by their 
means en ruined country. That God r 
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ſct reſlraining bounds to their wrath and power, 


and render their deſigns of inſlaving us to arbi- 


trary power and popiſh bondage and ſ uperſtition, 


vain and abortive, and that we may be deliver- 
ed out of their hands, whoſe tender mercies to 
thoſe they call heretics we know, and may be 
ſure to find cruel. 9 Vs : 

Finally, 3. Let us follow our prayers and in- 


ſtitutions and faſting with a ſincere and vigorous 


endeavour in a dependence upon divine grace, 
to reform and amend our lives. Let the drunk- 
ards learn to be ſober, and the unclean perſons 


become chaſte, let the liar ſpeak the truth to his 
neighbour, and the prophane ſwearer fear an oath; 


let the Sabbath: breaker ſanctify the Lord's day, 


and prayerleſs families and perſons worſhip the 


God that made them and maintains their lot; 
let them I fay begin to worſhip God in ſecret 
and with their children and ſervants, letthe mali- 
cious hater and injurer of his neighbour, who 
dwells ſafely by him, purge his breaſt of the 
leaven of malice and envy and love his neighbour 


as himſelf. And in a word, let the language of 


hearts be this day; and let the reformation of 
our lives hereaſter juſtify our ſincerity in ſaying 


- to God, It is meet we have borne chaſtiſement, 


we will not offend any more; what we know not 
may God teach us; and wherein we have done 


iniquity we will do ſo no more. Then we may 


look for a reſtoring of our tranquillity; we may 


look for all the bleſſings promiſed Iſrael in the 


ſubſequent part of the chapter, from ver. 18-27. 
Nay, we may look for the mercy of the Lord 
Jeſus, even to our eternal falyation. Amen. 
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1 the great goodneſs of the holy providence 2 
| laſt Lord's day of another year. This year that q I 


truth, that our dying * comfortably, depends 
ſolely upon the right improvement of our pre- 


en it out: we are now all of us one year nearer 


Tarves, December 27, 1741. 


— 


Ejpheſians v. 16. 


Redeeming the time, becauſe the days are evil. 


of our gracious God we are brought to the 


is now almoſt paſt and gone, as it cannot be re- 


«called by us, ſo has it proved fatal tomany others, 4 


and to them been their laſt year in time: all of 
us have heard of ſame of our friends and neigh= 
bours or acquaintance carried off to the grave 
of ſilence ſince this year began; and who of us 
may ſurvive another year is known only to him 
in whoſe hands our times wholly are; 'but this 
all the living know, that they muſt die; there 
is no diſcharge in that war, and it is a certain 


cious time, while the God in whoſe hands are 
the life and breath of us all, is pleaſed to ſength- 


eternity than we were when this year began, and 
J believe there is none within hearing but can 
recollect many miſ-ſpent days and hours oflaſt 
year, that cannot be recalled. May the Lord him 


Telf ſet home with power upon our conſciences 


the important and neceſſary exhortation of the 
apoſtle in the text, Redeeming the time, becauſe the 
| © | days 
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days are evil, which I have made choice of as a 
t ſubject for our meditation at this ſeaſon. 
True indeed, in a certain ſenſe, time cannot 
be redeemed; time once gone is irrecover- 
ably loſt, and all the treaſures of the Indies can- 
net, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of redeeming, buy back 
to us one of thoſe moments of time that are paſt; 
but in a larger or moral ſenſe, time may be ſaid 
to be redeemed, when our diligence to improve 
it 15 redoubled, when our ſtudy, care and endea- | 
vour, thro” grace, is to reſcue the reſidue of our 1 
time out of the hands of thoſe robbers of our 
precious treaſure of time, namely, looſe and 
wicked company, debaucheries of all kinds, idle- : 
neſs, immoderate recreations, and too much 4 
'worldly buſineſs itſelf too; in a word, whatever | 
earthly care or. ſenſual pleaſure, or unneceſ- | 
ſary: amufement would incroach upon the time 
that ought to be dedicated either to pray in ſecret, 
in the family, or in public, in meditation, i in 
mortification of the body of death that is in us, 
or any other thing fitting us to anſwer the 
great end of our creation, namely, the honour- 
ing God, and being uſeful to our fellow- creatures 
in the ſtation of life wherein God has placed us 
in his providence, and working out our own - 
fal vation in the feaſon of it. 
Whatever fin or- vanity, recreation or OY 
lence, divert us from attending to theſe things, 
18.4 rohbery of our precious time; and if indulg- 
-ed, will in end ruin our ſouls, and deprieve us 
of our crown at laſt. The apoſtle well knew 
the value of time, and that that may be done 
or neglected i in a day or a year which may * 


© —ü—ũ4 — — 


—— 


—— 


_ v , Z - a 
4 —_—_ er E 
— — * : — 2 . 2 2 — —_, 
— * RA * « . 28 * N = N If FEI — 
* 5 — A n r = _ 4 _ - 
p +. as Mw - bb tin R 2 res * 
—— ̃ ——— —⁰— — — 3 
. * 
« Pr a 0 Y — — et nw —— 1 
- . 


— 


* 
. 
1 


: be brands with the name of fool, waſted the pre- 


of men, earneſtly call upon all the living, to re-- ⁶ 
deem, to ſave, and improve their time that Gd 


his exhortation, Redeeming the time, becauſe 


the time; and, II. To preſs it from the apoſtle's 8 
argument in the text, Becauſe the days are evil: 
or ſhew the force of the argument: and 1 ſhall 
cloſe with ſome practical improvement if there. 
be time for it. 1 f 


| horted. Redeem the time, and you may take 


work of our ſalvation; or our particular calling, . 
in the ſtation of life wherein: God has placed us i 
in his holy providence: the text gives the mean- 
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a foundation for joy or ſorrow to the boundleſs 4 | 
ages of all eternity; and obſerving at the fame i} 
time, how prodigally many an unwary ſoul, whom 8 


my 
— 


cious treaſure of their time, does, out of zeal- 
for the honour of God, and the good of the ſouls 


lengthens out to them, to their beſt purpoſes, © i 
and adds a very neceſſary argument to inforee 
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the days are evil. [24551 £44 bags 
Give me leave then, I. Briefly to explain a 


little upon the duty exhorted in the text, Redeem» 


I. I would explain a little upon the duty ex- 
the ſenſe of it in the following particulars; 1 
I. Redeem the time ; that is, Recover thy 


precious treaſure of time out of the hands. of 
every thing that has hitherto poſſeſſed . it, that is 
diſhonourable to God, burtful to thy ſoul, or 8 
uſeleſs and to no purpoſe or good account to thy, 
eternal welfare, | ; | - 1 
Has our time run waſte in a courſe of idteneſs - 
and inactivity, and mere neglect of the duties of | if 
our general calling as chriſtians, I mean the I 
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ing to ſuch, as our Lord beautifully expreſſes it 
in the parable, Matth. xx. 6G. Why ſtand ye 
here idle” with: reſpect to your general calling 
as Chriſtians? Art thou ſtill in a chriſtleſs and 
unconverted ſtate to this day, and wilt thou ſuffer 
thy days, and months, and years, to run quite out 
in doing nothing at all for eternity, to which 
thou art poſting as. faſt as the wings of time can 
carry thee? Wilt thou let all thy time away 


without ſeeking after converting-grace, and ſe- 


curing thy intereſt by faith in the Son of God, 
and his ſalvation; without concerning thyſelf 
about a ſaving change of heart and life, and an 
union to Chriſt by repentance? Te ſuch I may 
addreſs myſelf as the mariners did to Jonah, 
whom they found faſt aſleep when they were in 
dangerof immediate ſhipwreck, . Artle, O ſleep- 
er, call upon thy God.” | 
The day is far ſpent, the night is coming on 
when no man can work. Art thou converted 
already, the call in the text is to thee; Redeem 
the time; beware of ſpiritual floth, lazine$S, 
{umbering and fleeping while the bridegroom 
delays his coming; will you not remember, if 
fatlors ſleep in a coaſt-voyage, are they not in 
Hazard to run upon ſands and rocks, and loſe 
their treaſure and. their lives? If a centinel fleep 
in his watch- tower, may not the enemy ſeize bis 
port, and enter the gate that his watching might 
have prevented? Are not chriftians ſoldiers un- 
der the banner of Chriſt? Are not your enemies. 
many Within and without, and if you grow 
- neghgent and ſecure, and forget to watch and: 
- pray, are they not ready to ſcize every 1 
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ed hour to ain and defile, and aa von 
ſouls, 1 Pet. v. 8. And may not one unwatchful 
hour give ſatan, the world, or your own hearts 
luſts an opportunity againſt you to do you that 
miſchief which will adminiſter matter ſor bitter 
repentance all your days? Ihe ſame thing may 
be ſaid of thoſe who are idle and throw away 
their precious time in indolence and doing no- 
thing, which ſhould be employed in the duties 
of our particular callings or ſtation in life; and 
the conſequences of it are their being filled with 
poverty, contempt, and diſappointment for this 
life, as well as having the fearful proſpect another. 
day of ſharing the grievous puniſhment of. the 
flothful ſervant, who hid his Lord's talent in a 
napkin when he ſhould have been trading with it. 
But, 2. If it is ſo dangerous a ching to fuffęr 
your time to be waſted in idlenels, infinitely 
more ought we to redeem our time from being 
employed in choſe acts of vice whereby God is 
diſhonoured, and our ſouls wronged, or the ſoulss 
, of others. If it be an horrid abuſe of our time 
to paſs it away in idleneſs and 1ndolence;, turely 
it is a greater abomination in the tight of the 
Lord, and muſt. plunge our ſouls into deeper 
guilt, and bring on them a heavier vengeance, -. 
inſtead of redeeming the time, to laviſh it away 
in all the licentious methods of riet and excels, 
intemperance, wantonneſs, and vicious company. 
How much precious time 1s. waſted prodi- 
gally by the intemperate and ſenſual? and whatñẽ 
dreadful ſnares do they lay for themſelves; who, 
in the language of the wile man, tarry long 
at the Hrong drink? and what fatal ruin do they 
by 4 2X brit 
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bring down many times upon their ſouls, and 
on their bodies, on their ſubſtance and families, 
and on their own reputation? Hence ſaid the 
wiſe man, Prov. iv. 14. Enter not into the path 
of the wicked, and go not in the way M evil men, 

No wonder tho” it is evident by every day's, 
experienee, that our precious time is not only. 
fadly thrown away, butgenerally all the reſtraints. 
from fin are taken off; and it enters as at a flood- 
gate, and overflows the whole man. with im- 
purity and guilt of all kinds, then it is the mouth 
is opened in curſing, fraud and deceit, and fet- 
_ againſt the heavens in blaſphemous talk; then 
it is a door is opened to uncleanneſs, and ſtrife, 
and' contention, reviling, and every other abo-. 
mination, as the 3 paints it, Pſal. I. ta- 
wards the end. | 

And- the time that is thrown away in this 
manner lays in ſad matter for terrible agonies 
and reproaches of conſcience, and horror of ſpi- 


trit, when the poor finner is laid on a death-bed, 


and has a view of the judgment-ſeat at hand. 
This then is the firſt thing couched in the apoſ- 
tles exhortation; Redeem the time, that is, re- 
cover it from theſe thi ings. 
2. Another thing included in the apoſtle's 
extortatic is, our cloſing with every opportuni- 
ty that offers for our ſouls benefit, and making 


beo ur beſt of all the ſeaſons of grace, andthe means 


of, doing and getting good to our fouls. We 

Ihould read, and hear, and pray, and-praiſe, and 
attend the divine inſtitutions of our Holy religi- 
on in ſecret, in our families; and in the houſe 


of: God, as thoſe who know. eternity depends 


Serm. 4 Mr Howe's Selet Sermons. | 


upon the ufe we make of theſe advantages, chat 3 


as theſe leave us, judgment will! find us and be 
paſſed upon us, that no farther opportunities or 
ſeaſons for acquainting. ourſelves with God, or 

ſecking his favour thro' Chriſt, will be e 
us after this life is ended, but as the tree falls ſo 
will it lie; therefore Whatever is propoſed to be 


done for our ſouls by the exerciſe of devetion or 
offices of our holy religion, ſhould be attended 


to and followed after with all diligence, how- 


ever men of worldly, profane, and ſenſual ſpirits 


may abuſe or contemn ſuch converſes with God, 


and things inviſible and eternal. 


It is the command of our dear Redeemer, to N 


enter inta our cloſets, and redeem the time, to 


Pray to our Father who ſeeth in ſecret; and it is 


bt: as. a markof Paul's converſion, or his being 
ecome a new creature, Behold he prayeth, Acts 
ix. 11. And happy is that ſoul who can finda 


pleaſure and delight in redeeming an hour or 
two every day, from every worldly. care, and 


every other corruption, to go alone where no 
eye leeth, no company diſturbeth, then to pour 
out their deſires, their fears, their ſorrows, their 


requeſts, and. their very. hearts, before God, in 


the name of Chraſt, to review. the ſtate of their 


own ſouls in his ſight, and think with pleaſure.” 


and delight upon thecare and kindneſs of heaven - 
towards them ſince they came into the world, 
both in a way of providence. and grace, in the 
words of Jacob, Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. % As the 


| God who has fed me all my life long unto this. 


day, the angel who redeemed me from all evil,“ 
both, af fin and danger; and at the lacks time 
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with full purpoſe of heart, and chearful conſent 
of ſoul, are enabled to yield and dedicate foul 
and body and all to him thro' Chriſt, in the humble 
and refined language of that ſame holy man, 
Gen: xxviii.. 20, &c. to be employed in this 
kind of ſecret converſe. with God every day for 
ſo much of the time of it, as well as attend the 
appointed means of grace with the family, and in 
the public aſſemblies of God's people. 

This is to redeem the time; and I. may ven- 
ture to add, that thoſe who are either ſo loſt in 
worldly purſuits, or ſunk in idleneſs, or plung— 
ed in the pleaſures of ſin, as to be quite ſtrangers 
to theſe devout exerciſes of the ſoul in ſecret, are 
indeed ſtrangers to one of the richeſt and no- 

bleſt pleaſures of this life, as well as laying in 

£ for a miſerable eternity at the end of it. 

1 3. To redeem time, includes farther a con- 
| cern to ſettle the evidences of our peace and ac- 

31 ceptance with God through Chriſt, while our 

__  dayof grace laſts; when we conſider how ſhort 

1 time we are to continue on this earth, and that 

= | our bodies are haſting to the duſt whence they 

were taken, and. that then the ſoul mult return 
to God who gave it, to be adjudged to a ſtate of 
eternal happineſs. or miſery according to our 
having improved our goſpel-ſeaſon, for obtaining 
an intereſt in the merit and righteouſneſs ot the 
great Mediator between God and man, or our 
being ſtill without God, and without Chriſt, and 
without hope. 

The redeeming of our time no doubt chiefly 

ies in making our calling and election ſure, or 

fatling the evidences of our ſalvation in Chriſt 
aud 
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throw ourſelves at the Redeemer's feet with 
grief, and ſhame, with ſorrow and ſelf-abtior- 
rence, for fins that we have done, and cry out 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? T have 
ſinned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and am 


no more worthy to be called thy ſon, make me 


as one of thy hired fervants. Have we known 
the power of divine grace, and of arenewing Spi- 
rit, in giving- us the, new-heart, and the new 
ſpirit! Are we new creatures, are old' things 
become new! Hath God put his fear in our 


hearts, ſo as, that notwithſtanding many falls 


and ſinful imperfections, yet we can appeal to 


him that we do not wickedly and knowingly de- 
part from him; and abhor the thought of break- 
ing his bands and caſting his cords frem us, but 


are cordially willing to be under law to Chriſt? 


Can we ſay, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 


it is our endeavour, in a dependence on the grace 


and ſtrength of Chriſt, to have our converſation 
becoming the goſpel; 2nd herein to exereiſe our- 


felves in keeping conſciences void of offence to 
God and all men? And if with all we can ſay 
that we unfeignedly love and honour all that 
bear the image of our heavenly Father, and can 
not only have goed-willto all men, but alſo wiſh 
no ill to, but can pray for, and bleſs, and do 
good to the ſouls and bodies of our malicious and 


— 


cauſeleſs enemies. If we are redeeming time, for 


ſettling and copying out theſe goſpel- marks of a 
juſtified ſtate, of peace with God, and an inter- 


eſt in Chriſt, and his ſalvation, into our oαõ tem 


pers and lives; if we can ſign to theſe evidences 
ef our being in Chriſt; we have then good 


ground 
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57 
and his ſalvation. We have all long heard of 


Cbriſt by the hearing of the ear, how he not on- 
ly. took a human body for our ſakes, but alſo 


reſigned it to death and the grave, that he might 
make both fafe and eaſy to his people. We 


are directed to look for the remiſſion of fin thro? 


faith in his blood: he has procured a new cove- 
nant which is a covenant of life and peace to 


all that are within the bond of it. He did ho- 


nour to the divine law and government by fulfil» 
ling all righteouſneſs and ſhewingall ſubjection, 
even unto. death; this he became a propitiation 
for his people, making his ſoul an offering for 


. their fins, bearing the puniſhment of their fins 
in his own body on the tree, and he will come 
again and put all his faithful follewers in poſ- 
ſeſſion of eternal glory. But then what have we 
that can ſhew or evidence our intereſt.in this 


goſpel Saviour and ſalvation, if we have been 


paſſing our time hitherto without redeeming 
time? For ſettling this important point, can we 
ſay that it is our earneſt defire to be found 
in Chriſt, having his righteouſneſs ? That we 
believe in Chriſt, according to the goſpel? Have 
we felt the miſery of a natural ſtate, of eftrange- 
ment from God? Have we been pricked at the 


heart and been made weary and heavy-laden 
with the burden of $111, ſo as to count all things 
but loſs and dung that wemight win Chriſt, aud 


be found jn him, clothed with his righteoufneſs? 
Hath that enmity, which is in our fallen and cor- 
rupted nature, to the holineſs and government of 


God been ſlain and taken away by the Redeem- 


er's croſs, ſo as that we have been made to 
throw 
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ground to hope that our time of trial has been 
redeemed to the beſt purpoſes, and that our time 
will end in the approbation of infinite merey 
and goodneſs, through Chriſt, namely, Well 
done, good and faithful ſervants; and our names 
ſhall - be confeſſed by the great Judge of the 
quick and the. dead at laſt, ſo as to remain glo- 
rious and honourable for ever. = | 
I ſhould next proceed to the ſecond thing 
propoſed, namely, to illuſtrate the torce of the 
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apoltle's argument wherewith he inforceth the 1 
11 exhortation, namely, Becauſe the days are evil, I, 
gi but ſhall leave it to be the ſubject of another 4 
8 diſcourſe. | — 
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Tarves, January 3, 1742. 


Epheſians v. 16. 
---Becauſe the days are evil. - 


NOW proceed to illuſtrate the force of the 

apoſtle's argument wherewith he inforceth : 
the exhortation in the text, Becauſe the days are 
evil, what may be underſtood to compriſe in it ñ³ 
three things, which in the language of ſcripture 
come under the name of Evil: 

1. The days are evil; that is, Our time 
in this life is filled up with many troubleſom 
and grievous things, which are become the na- 
tural and inevitable attendants of our ſhort and 
uncertain abode in this frail and ſinful ſtate. 

It was with a particular view to the vanities, 
uneaſineſs and vexations, and afflictive intangle- 
ments that fill up our days in life, that Jacob 
made fo juſt as well as elegant an account of his 3 
days to Pharaoh, Gen. xIvii. 9. And Facoh ſaid 
unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pil- MY 
grimage are an hundred and thirty years : few. 
and evil have the days of the years of my life 

G dem 
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been, and have not attained unto the days of the 
"years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage. The ſame thing is intimated, Job 
xiv. I. Man that is born of. a woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble. | 
2. Our days may be ſaittobe evil, when our 
lot falls in uncommonly periJous times; that is, 
When natural-evils-in the righteous judgment. 
and holy proyidence of God are infficted on the 
ſons of men, and rage and ſpread peculiar defſo- 
lation, miſery and diſtreſs, far and near, over 
and above the common and ordinary troubles 
and evils which we are naturally born to. Such, 
doubtleſs, were the days of the apoitles and pri- 
mitive chriſtians, when the powers of the world. 
raged againſt the doctrines and diſciples of 
Chriſt, and were permitted to make dreadful ha- 
vock by all the methods of malicous and cruel 
perſecution of the ſaints and innocents of Jeſus; 
or, though we are not expoſed to terrors and 
death for righteouſneſs? ſake, it is called an evil 
lay in ſcripture, and eminently ſo, when the 
immediate judgments of God are abroad in the 
earth, Ezek. v. 16, 17. Pſal. xxxvii. 19. 
3. Our days may be ſaid to be evil, when in 
our times, ſin or moral evil, which gives high diſ- 
pleaſure to that holy God who made us, and 
cannot look upon ſin without abhorrence and 
deteſtation, break over all the hedges and fences 
EF. which God has placed toreſtrain them, and over- 
q fpread a whole land, infecting all ranks and de- 
grees of men in it, and which provoke God to 
ancreaſe every ordinary and extraordinary na- 
[tural evil, as Moſes confeſſeth, Pſalm xc. 7, - 
- 
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We are conſumed by thine anger, and by 1 
wrath we are treubled. Thou haſt ſet our ini 
quit ies before thee, our ſecret ſt fins in Fe be, I 
thy countenance. 

A ſentence or two upon each py theſe will 
throw fome light on the ſorce of the apoſtle's 
argument, how much it is our duty to redcem 
time for our ſouls eternal welfare. Becauſe the: 
days of our abode in life are fo full of trouble 
and evil, that we are of all the creatures of God- 
the moſt miſerable, if we have no better hope or 


— 


inheritance than the moſt advantageous wendy 3 
condition that this earth and our ſtate on it al- 
ford. I return then, | 

1. To conſider our days as evil in the firſt view 


propoſed, namely, as our days are filled up with 
many vain, and afflictive, and troubleſom inci- 
dents, as the natural and neceſſary attend- 
ants of our frail and ſinful condition in this 
world. In this world every man is born to un- 
avoidable trouble, and every one, high and low, 
rich and poor, righteous and wicked, the wiſe 
man and the fool, muſt ſtoop down and take up 
his ſhare of the common evils and burdens ot 
life. 

How many painsand diftempers areour bodies 
ſubjected to? How many ſtupid, inactive hours. 
do they occaſion to us? How many violent ap- 
petites, inflamed paſſions, and wild imaginati- 
ons are we liable to be confounded with, hurri- 
ed, expoſed, and diſturbed with them in chis em- 
bodied ſtate; and are our minds our better part, 

more ſecure from the natural evils of life than 
our bodies? No; tho' one ſhould labour with al! 
8 2 his A 
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his might to attain and maintain thro? grace an 


eaſy and religious poſſeſſion of bis own foul, 
yet how hard to do it amidſt the bitter envyings 


and open ſtrifes of ſome, deep malice and hatred 
of others, reproaches, wrathful and angry words 
of others, the falſe pretenſions of friendſhip on 


one fide, or the fickleneſs and inconſtancy of o- 


thers, or the unavoidable feparation of the deareſt 
intimates, even where there are the deareſt and 
* moll ſealed affections, the many hands of ene- 


mies that are lifted up againſt us, or the ſecret 


ſnares of treachery,and innumerable other eviis 
toſs and torment people, and wound the ſoul al- 
moſt every day. 


And to add no more on this head, Are thoſe 
things, whereon depends much of the ſmal com- 
fort in life that we can propoſe, any furer * No. 


Every comfort of life may be loſt, eſtates, houſes, 
relations, yea, and even the neceſſaries for ſub- 


Gifting ourfelves and families are periſhing 


' things, and theſe loſſes may be ſo aggravated as 
to be worſe than death; rapine, violence, the 


unjuſt ſentence of a judge, fire, or ſword, may 
reduce the beſt provided for this life; to the 
{late of a beggar, and a ſmall indiſpoſition that 


touches the brain, may reduce the beſt furniſh- 


ed mind with uſeful knowledge to the ſtate of a. 


child or an idiot. 


And 1s not this account of chings a ſtrong 


argument for redeeming our time for better 


purpoſes than the purſuit of any one thing that 
this world can afford us, or in the apoſtle's ſtile, 
in the preceeding verſe, are they not the wife 


who chooſe to meddle as little "as 9 with 
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the vanity or intanglements of life, and with- 


draw from a ſcene of ſo much miſery, uncertainty, 
and vexation at beſt, in the language of the pſal- 
miſt, Pſal. Ixiii. 15 * 35 45 556. 

3. Our days may he ſaid to be evil wben our 
lot falls in uncommonly perilous times, that 
is, when natural evils in the holy providente of 


God are inflicted on the ſons of men, and 


ſpread peculiar deſolation and miſery far and: 
near, beyond the common evils that are always” 
unavoidable. 

Such poſſibly were the days wherein the apoſtle: 


and theſe primitive chriſtians to whom he wrote: 


lived, when every day brought alarms of terror 
and death to all who profeſſed the name of Chriſt, 


and God left the lives of his fervants at the mercy- 


of every cruel and outrageous perſecutor-:..yer 


notwithſtanding, in the great goodneſs of Gd. 
and the indulgence and protection of the preſent 
government, this is not our caſe; yet in the uncer- 


tainty of human affairs, none of us can be ſure, that 
we ſhall eſcape a fiery trial, even in our day: and: 


if ever God ihould fuffer one of the tyrannical 


princes of France, full of the bigotry of Rome, 
to poſſeſs the throne of thele kingdoms, (which. 
may he of his infinite mercy always- prevent}: 
then we ſhall know that ſort of perſons, when they 
kill us for ou ſuppoſed hereſy, when they ſpoil: 
us of our ſubſtance, our liberties, and: all Fang 18 
dear to us as men os chriſtians; they think in 


ſo doing they do God good ſervice. 


Even in the. beſt days in this world, an inge- 
nuous fidelity to God and our duty, will lay us 
open. now and then, at leaft, 10 a trial of cruel 
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mockings and reproaches, when enemies are re- 
ſtrained from doing more; and many times too 
we ſhall be obliged by ovr ſentiments to go 


againſt the advice and importunity of friends, 


and to differ in matters of practice and faith from 


many wile and. good men whom we highly 
eſteem, and value: or elſe wound the peace of 
our own minds, and weaken our confidence. 
towards God, which ought to be a dearer and 


more tender concern to us than the loſs of the 


whole world beſides. 

And does. not the view of the evil of our days 
mightily infarce the practice of the apoſtle's ex- 
hortation, to redeem time while it laſts; to con- 
template the perfections and providence of the 
great Author of our being; to cultivate a ſound 
and ſtrong faith in the Son of God, who came 


to deliver us from wrath to come, and to apply 


it to all the purpoſes of warm devotion; the. 


humbleſt reſignation to the divine will 7 Let us 
delight in righteouſneſs. and purity of heart and 
life, and faithfulneſs till the laſt moment of our. 


Iives, that ſo an abundant entrance may be miniſ- 
tred to us, to bring us to that quiet habitation, 
thoſe realms of love and peace, harmony and 
charity, that eternal reſt that remains for the 


people of God. | 


Ihe time would fail me to Wa to this the 
evils of our days that very few have eſcaped to 
ſee, evidently- arifing from the righteous judg- 
ments of God that have been abroad in the earth 


by means of famine and the ſword, whereby 


many families have been ruined and ſcattered;.. 
and genc a begging their bread, after ſuffering 
| =. | the 


* 
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getfulneſs of God and the concerns of eternity? 
Does not this powerfully perſuade us to redeem 
time, to prepare for that happy ſtate? one de- 
ſcription of which is, a great multitude, which 


throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
_ robes, and palms in their Mariay. Theſe are they 


his temple : and he that fitteth on the throne 
7 ſhall dwell among them. They ſhall hunger no ® 


F waters. And Gd ſhall wipe away all tears 
From their eyes, Rev. vii. 9, 14, 15, 16, 17. 


of the ruin of the Jewiſh ſtate and nation, and 


. 
the hardeſt pinches of want and hunger at home; 
and are theſe days for us to be waſted in a for- 


no man could number, of all nations and kind- 
reds, and people, and tongues, flood before the 


which came out of great tribulation, and have 
wajbed their robes, 13 made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of Cod, and ſerve him day and night in 


more; neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the 
ſun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, 
which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed 3 
them, and ſhall lead them unto living fountains 


3. The days may be called evil, when fin or 
moral evil breaks over all the hedges and fences 
which God has ſet to reſtrain and bridle it in, ĩ⁶ 
and overflows a whole land, infecting all ranks 
and degrees of men in it. Thus our Bord paints 
the evil of thoſe days as awful prefages, firſt, 


then of the whole world's being deſtroyed by 
fire at laſt, deſcribed, Matth. xxiv. Iniquity ſhall 
' abound, and the love of many ſhall wax cold, 
and then cometh- ſuch deſolations that if thoſe 


days were not. ſhortened, no fleſh ſhould be =_ 
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ed; but for the elects ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhort- 
ened. Whether ſomething of this kind be not too 
much the charaQtenſtic of theſe days wherein 
our lot has fallen, may be gathered from every 
one's obſervation, from the general complaints 
of juſtice and truth, honeſty and public ſpirited - 
neſs being fallen too law both in our ſtreets and 
in our courts of judicature, both civil and ec- 
(lleſiaſtical, from the open and avowed infidelity 
and immorality of all kinds. that have infected. 
|= too many of all ranks among us, in defiance of 
all the cleareſt evidences of the truth of aur holy 
religion, and the purity and perfection of its pre- 
.cepts. Are not avarice, luxury, profane ſwear- 
ing in common converſation, a bold contempt 
of God's word, and all the inſtitutions of our 
Holy religion, a ſubverſion of truth and right, a. 
general proſtitution of conſcience; the poiſon of 
atheiſm and deiſm, a ſcorn of religion and all 
regard to God, and a:depravity of morals, come 
to a great height in the lieentious age wherein 
we live? And ifa timely repentance and refor- 
mation do not prevent it, what have we. to look 
for but that as kingdoms and ſtates can only re- 
ceive their rewards and puniſhments of the Al- 
mighty Governor of: the world in this life, be- 
cauſe as ſuch they exiſt not in another, ſo as it 
has fared _wath.other nations, the Jews parti- 
eularly. | | 3 
We mult lay our account to undergo many 
adverſities, and that. ſm will in ſome degree 
be found a blotting reproach and. a periodical 
L ruin to us in our turn, as it has been to other 
nations before us. In a word, miſery and ruin, 
E N 5 5 . in 
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| in all their frightful ſhapes, are in truth the na- 
tural conſequences of a contempt of God and 
religion, and againſt diſſolution of manners, as 
well as the righteous retribution of the divine 
government, the righteous judge of all the earth; 
for whom it is as equally juſt not to ſuffer the 
workers of iniquity to paſs unpuniſl. ed, as it is 
not to ſuffer the righteous to mifs their reward 
of grace: and how forcible is the apoſtle's argu- 
ment in the laſt view of the evil of our days to 
recommend his exhortation of redeeming time 
to the good purpoſes of taking heed, watching 
and praying that we enter not into temptation, 
and imploring the aids of the grace and interceſ- 
fon of our Redeemer, to preſerve us from the 
evils of the world while we are 1n it, and from 
the infection of vice, and the ſins of others, that 
we may not partake of their plagues, nor be ſuf= 
fered to follow a multitude to do evil. Let each 


of us, for ourſelves and for our families, reſolve 
and put in practice, that, whatever others do, we 1 
and our houſe will ſerve the Lord, and be intit= 
led to theſe gracious promiſes: Pfal.xci. 14, F5, 


16. Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, there- 
fore will I deliver him : 1 will ſet him on high, ³ 
becauſe he hath known my name. He hall cal! 
upon me, and 1 will anſwer him : I will be with © i 
him in trouble, Twill deliver him, and honour 
him. With long life will 1 ſatisfy him, and 
be him my ſalvation. 

Upon the whole, as many threatening evils 
of a natural and moral kind are abroad in. the 
world to alarm us all to redeem time; let not 
any ſoul among us provoke the great Lord of 


the 
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the vineyard, after all his patience and goodneſs 
with us, to ſay of us as in Luke xiii. 7. Behold, 
theſe three years, I come ſeeking fruit on this 

Fig-tree, and find none: cut it downg why 
eumbereth it the ground? 


SERMON 


E 


— - 
— « 
— 
1 * — W 4 


Tarvgs, December 28, 1746. 


1 the —__— 


Exodus Xxill. 2. 
"i - , , 


Thou [balt not follow a mult itude to do evil. 


IN the good and kind providence of our moſt 


gracious God we are now brought in peace 


and ſafety to the laſt Sabbath of another year, 
while many of our countrymen have been over- 
whelmed by thoſe miſeries, and calamities, and 
deaths, which have filled every corner of the 
land in the courſe of the late rebellion, and by 
the hand of publie juſtice ſince it was happily 
extinguiſhed. May God Almighty give us all 
grace to be duly thankful to him, who is our life 


and the length of our days, for his gracious pro- 


tection of us and ours in the midſt of ſo many 
dangers, and enable us toorder our converſations 
for the remaining fart of bur time in this world 
more than ever according to thoſe rules of con- 


duct which he has injoinec in his "I word, 


and particularly that in my text, Ther. 
follow a multitude to do evil. | 


And in diſcourfing a little from it, I ſnhall en- 


Firſt,” 


deavour in a dependence on divine aid, 


alt not 
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Firſt, To explain the meaning of this rule. 
Secondly, Inforce it, or preſs the obſervance 
of it by ſome arguments. 
Thirdly, Conclude with forme practical re- 
flections. I return to the firſt of theſe, namely, 
I. To explain this rule, Thon halt not follow 
a multitude to do evil. Three _ are obvi- 
ouſly included here.- 

1. That whatever is in itſelf enges e or appears 
ſo to us muſt be avoided, tho' we go againſt 
ever ſo great a multitude in our conduct. Mo- 
ſes in the context enumeratesnot a few of theſe 
evils or finful things which we mult avoid tho? 


all the world beſides ſhould practiſe them, ſuch 


as, lying, and eſpecially that ſort of malicious 
lying which conſiſts in railing and ſpreading falſe 
reports to theprejudice of our neighbour, joining. 
with perjured perſons, unrighteouſly wrelting 
judgment in courts of judicature, laying more 
ſtreſs upon ſome circumitances that may move 
pity than upon the ſtated rules and meaſures of 
Juſtice, taking of bribes, oppreſſing ſtrangers, 
the poor and ſuch like: from ver. 1--10. In 
which things Moſes commanded the Ifraelites 
not to follow a multitude in the context, and 
the very ſame holds equally inregard to all other 
tranſgreſhons of the ſame laws. We may add, 
Thou ſhalt not blaſpheme the name of God by 
prophane and cuſtomary curſing and ſwearing; 
thou ſhalt not deſpiſe his worſhip,nor pollute his 
Sabbaths; thou ſhalt not kill, nor ſteal, nor com- 
mit adultery, or covet what belongs to thy neigh- 
bour, thou ſhalt not be an undutiful child to 
thy natural parents, nor yet à rebellious ſubject 
"y | | 1 to 
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to run with a crowd that do ſo, or take meaſures 
in their plagues and miſeries which God hath 


not to follow a multitude, he {finds obl: :ged to 


to thy civil parents, however general or Nera G 
ing ſuch fins may be. — 
Thus a multitude ſhould not draw us ſo much 
as to a ſingle tranſgreſſion of the divine law, far 
leſs to a continued courſe of ſuch immoralities. 
What the apoſtle ſays to them who lived among 
idolaters may be applied with the ſame juſtnefss 
and propriety to all ſuch as live among thoſe. "i 
who are lovers and workers of any iniquity 
2 Cor. vi. 17. Come out from among them and 
be ye ſeparate. And the reaſon is clear like a 
ſun- beam, becauſe we owe more to the authority - 
of God Almighty our ſupreme lawgiver an. 

judge, than to all the wortd beſides; when ther 
fore. we ſee any command. of God violated; diſ- 
regarded and trampled upon, we are by no means 


from a number of tranſgreſſors, becauſe if we 
partake with them in their fins and tranſgreſſi= * 
ons we mult lay our account to ſhare with them ⁶ 


threatened to inflict upon all the tranſgreſſors of 5 1 
his holy and juſt lawvs. 
2. In theſe ſinful caſes where a man is treted? 


obſerve this direction againſt all conſiderations - if 
whatſoever. Common fame, worldly profit, | 
gratification. fleſh and blood in eaſe and pleaſure, 
mult all be renounced rather than fall in with 
the vices and corruptions of any age or ſet of 
men. Blaſted to death at laſt will that charac- 
ter be that is raiſed upon the ruins of feligion 
and virtue. Moth and ruſt, and the eurſe of 
heaven will eat up thoſe riches that are gotten b 
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ſinful means; and he that ſeeketh his eaſe or even 
his life at the expence of his virtue ſhall be ſhaken 
o- of both terribly, and be ſent to hell for ever, 
where vice and iniquity are general and epide- 
mical; the temptations to it are ſo frequent, va- 
rious, and on all hands repeated, that it requires 

much watching, prayer and ſelf. denial, to keep 


our iniquity to plead that it is the fin of a mul- 
titude as well as ours. NE 
Farther, the greatwealth and high ſtations of 
evil-doers ſhould not give them any power over 
us; but even againſt theſe, a truly good man 
will ſtand his ground; he will not be awed by 
their ſtate and grandeur, nor frighted by their 
frowns. nor be bribed and ſeduced by their cour- 
. tefies, flatteries or favours, to approve or imitate 
their fins. Farther, no conſideration of acquain- 
tance, intimacy, nor blood relation thould pre- 
vai! upon us to do an ill thing. 
When we are required not to follow a mul- 
titude to do evil, it implies that we ſhould ne- 
ver follow thats example. 1. We muſt not 


© hearken to the cqunſels of the wicked, though 


numerous, or great, or near to us, We; 1. 10. 
When with fair ſpeeches and cunning infinua- 
. ons they would draw us into ways not good, 


1 ' fon, walk not with them. 2. We ſhould 
be yet more conſtantly watchful againſt the ill 


influence of their examples; when the counſels 

of ſinners are once rejected with ſincerity and 
reſolution, we may perhaps be no more aſſaulted 

zn chat way; but example is an abiding unwea- 


Ticd xort of folicitation, and has a ſtrange power 
5 | er 
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over us, as it draws by imperceptible degrees; ; 
and therefore it will call for our continual care, 
and require a double zeal for our duty to with- 
ſtand a multitude of evil examples. I have par- | 
ticularly hinted on theſe two, becauſe the ruin 
of nota few of our acquaintance has been brought 
about under our obſervation ſince this year j 
| began. 3 
II. I now inforce the rule, and preſs the ob- 
ſervation by ſome arguments : I 
1. The fins of a multitude will not erctiſe I 
yours; it cannot render our diſobeying any 
command of God inexcuſable, to fay that we 
were encouraged to it by a world of precedents; ' 4 
for however the greateſt crimes may be pardoen- 
ed hy our dear Redeemer, yet the leaſt ſin can- 
not ks a plea for itſelf, upon its being recom- 
_ mended by millions of examples. We very 
take this for a certain maxim, that nothing' can 
excuſe what is ſinful and vicious; ſinners ma 
loſe their ſenſe of the evil and odiouſneſs of wy 
by its becoming very common and familiar, but 
fin does not loſe its nature, nor does the law of 
God loſe its force and truth, or any of its 11 4 
tenings upon that account, Matth. xxiv. 25. 
© and we are farther warned that if we ſin with a 8 
| multitude, we muſt ſuffer with them, Pſ. i id .Y 
Ezek. i. throughout. 4 
2, The puniſhment of 2 multitude will not! 


I 


leſſen ours. It will be no comfort in hell to find A 
a multitude there as miſerable as ourſelves. Fo 'Y 
Hear thouſands of thouſands roring and crying i 
out, under the ſame anguiſh, will no more re- 43 
lieve our pain, Gap iowogldhe an eaſe to a com- 
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pany of perſons racked with the moſt violent 
diftempers to be within hearing of one anothers 
grones, and cries, and complaints. Nay, it will 
but aggravate it by your charging one anothers 
ruin upon each other, and aggravating ſuch 
charges by curſing the day of your acquaintance, 
and the times when ye drew one another to fin: 

3. It may perhaps tagther prevail with you to 
fet the examples of thofe who have done well 


* againſt the examples of a multitude of evil doers. 


Think of ſuch as have been remarkable for their 


| goodneſs in the worſt of places, and in the moſt 


degenerate times; there is ſomething ſo great 
and attractive in theſe inſtances, that if you at- 
tend to them they will raiſe an emulation in you, 


and Noah, Gen. vi. 9. ſo Lot, 2 Pet. ii. &. 
Fo, chap. xxiv. Elijah ſtood up for God 


when none durſt publicly own him, after the 


idolatrous king of Iſrael had ſlain the Lord's pro- 


phets and ſet up idols, Dan. vi. 10. Thus ſome 


men. Let us now argue with ourſelves, 

if we lived in ſuch a world or city, or times, 
as thoſe who Rood alone, how much more would 
religion -be ceuntenanced, the danger of our 
enemies broken, &c. | ES . 
4. The honour and happineſs of ſuck as have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves. Enoch lived no com- 
mon life, and he had no common death, but was 
carried over that pit into which other mortals 
fall by the hand of God. Noah was preſerved. 


Angels were ſent to deliver Lot, Gen. xix. 22. 


Joſhua brought Iſrael victoriouſly into Canaan. 


Elijah was tranſlated. Daniel was preſerved by an 


| angel 


* 
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| angel from the lions. What botouralte men- q 
tion is made of a few names in Sardis? Rev. i 
Lil, 2 Moſes roſe to a greater glory than Pha- 'Y 
Tao 2 f * 
God does in a particular manner 8 and 
eſteem, and one way or another will honour 
that piety which appears in ill places. I am ve- 
rily perſuaded, that none ever ſet themſelves to 
ſeek and ſerve God in wicked and profane fami- 
lies, but they have been owned and bleſſed in an 
extraordinary manner, All wiſe and good men 
will be” ſure to ſet a high value upon ſuch 
Wherever they hear of them. Singular piety 
commands the reſpect of thoſe who decline the B 
practice of it. I 
5. Such piety ſhall be amply cemnnied: in 
| another life. Ab, the awful thought to ſee the 
debauchees of all denominations, Rev. yi. and 
the ſaithful that have come out of all theſe ma- 
ny tribulations for their very goodneſs' ſake, "i 
Rev. vii. Luke xxii. 29. Let us but act as we | 
ſhall wi _ have done when time is at an end, 
and then we ſhall be effectvally engaged not yo 
follow a multitude of evil doers. 
 Jrferences. 1. Frem hence we may wha one 
neceffary part of the chalacter of a chriſtian. He 
is like bis great Maſter, ſeparate from finners. 
He is one that has a mind too great to be born 
down by the common way of talking: ſhall e 
live like'others, and juſt do as others about us do, 
Tight or wrong 2 Noz the truly good man will > 
venture to {ay with a reſolute mind, J dare nar 3 
live and ac like others that do evil, be they 
tur 10 numerous or near me; in things that are ⁵³ 
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finful, will not, I muſt not follow a multitude 
to do evil. If others ſwear, lie, break the Sab- 


bath, are unclean, are knaves, ſteal, get drunk, 


that can never excuſe me to do fo. Depart from 
me, ye evil-doers, for I will keep the command: 
ments of my Gd. | „ 
2. This ſhould engage each of us not to be 
followers of a multitude in that which is evil; 
where this is the caſe of any, the beſt thing hex 
can do is to repent of their folly, and to break off 
from their evil company. Fhis may be hard at 
firft, but there will be comfort and ſatisfaction. 
afterward which will make aſufficient amends. 


4 | Forlſake the way of the fooliſh, Prov. ix. 4, 5. 


Tour life is at ſtake, and all that is dear to you, 
and that is uncertain, even of being poſſeſſed one 


3 3 
Think bow ſhocking a ſight. it would be, if 
on a death-bed they ſhould come about you, 
faying, It was with you we were wont to get 
drunk, &c. 8 ag 
3. It is a fin to be aſhamed or afraid of ſuch a 
Gngularity. I do agknowledge myſelf an utter 
enemy to affectation; and where perſons make 
themſelves ſingular without very good reaſons 
for their doing fo, they ſhould be handled with 
fome ſeverity : but every wiſe man will weigh it, 
Shall I be a ſwearer, becauſe it is common in 
the place where I live? Or ſhall I be afraid or 
aſhamed of fingular goodneſs, to pray in ſecret, 


in my _— ; tg ſet à good example before my 


children, becauſe few others do it? Shall 
we be aſhamed of that which is our glory ? Shall 
ve be aſhamed to leave others in that * 18 
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their ſhame and diſgrace. It was a very wiſe 
and handſom reproof of one who ſeeing his friend 
look out from an ill place, watching an opportu- 
nity to flip away undiſcovered, called out to him, 
Come away, you need not be aſhamed to leave 
| it, but you ſhould have been aſhamed to go 
into it. | | „ 
I clofe all with an addreſs, 1. To parents z. 
how careful ought you to be to keep your child- 
ren from the corrupt and inſectious company of 
evil doers ? You have heard how neceflary this 
is for their good here and hereafter, and there= 
fore. remember the, dreadful charge brought 
againſt Eli on this account, and his puniſhment, ®A 
2 Sam. 111.-13. He reſtrained them not. Endea- 8 
vour to keep yourſelves free from this charge. 3 
For this end begin early to inſtruct their tender 
minds by informing them of the happineſs 
that will be the portion of the upright, and the 
miſery that will attend thoſe who follow the 
example of the wicked: endeavour to form in 
them an abhorrence of theſe fins, namely, ſwear» 
ing, lying, Sabbath-breaking, rebellion againſt 
parents, &c. Their minds are very capable of 
feeling the force of what you ſay of the odioul» 
neſs of theſe things. : _ 
By making your own company as. agreeable 
to them as poſſible, you will powerfully wean 
their minds from wicked companions, therein 
thewing-them the evil of fin, and the beauty of 
_ Holineſs. Po not lay them under too rigorous. 
reſtraints, - but allow them proper innocent 
amuſements. If you ſee them form acquain- 
dance, and like and imitate the vicious, Which 
. | 8 WWauld $ 
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44 would corrupt them, warn them, and by gentle 
fi methods draw them off; yea, reaſon with them 
upon the dangers and terrible inftances of thoſe 
= who bave followed the examples of evil doers ; 
and if all will not do, interpoſe. the authority 
which God has given you, abſolutely forbid 
| them, andlet them ſee that you are in earneſt. 
At the ſame time recommend religion to them 
in the moſt amaable light, a love to the ways and 
people of God. Pray for them, and pray with 
them, and ſee them pray with their infant 
tongues ; be regular in your own behaviour and 
examples; often call them to an account, Sab- 
bath evenings eſpecially. This would prevent 
the ruin of multitudes, and the want of this 1s 
a principal cauſe of the prevailing evils with 
 wiilrthe land abounds. | 8 
2. To children or young people, uncorrupted 
and of religious parents. Be thankful to God 
for your advantageous circumſtances. Keep a 
ſtrict watch over yourſelyes on the ſlippery ſtage 
| of youth; watch againſt evil company; awe 
_ yourſclves ever with a ſenſe of the eye of God 
upon you. How ſhameful on your part, and 
how grievous to your parents, if they live, or to 
others who were acquainted with them, if you 
degenerate from them? Lettheſe conſiderations 
and arguments prevail upon you not to imitate 
the examples of evil doers. . 

3. To the children of religious parents who 
have forſaken God: Be perſuaded ſeriouſly to 
think on the evil and dangerous conſequences 
you lie under, the aggravation of your guilt, 
* the contempt you caſt upon the privileges of 

þ | | your 
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e your religion, the violation of your baptiſmal 
N vows, grieving the holy Spirit, and making ſad 
ſe the hearts of your parents, that the end of theſe 
things will be bitter forrows now, and endleſs 
miſeries hereafter. If you are reſolved to alter 
our courſe, conclude not your caſe deſperate; 
Lot put away every known fin by a thorough 
repentance, and by turning unto _ with your 
whole heart. 
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Pſalm Ixxxiv. 1 


Hoy ds: are thy tabernacles,- 2 * 
ee, 1 —_ 
T Shall not ſpend any time in an enquiry ak. 1 
ter the compoſer, firſt occaſion or deſign of 
this pſalm, but juſt obſerve, that the pſalmiſt 
ſeems to have been in a ſtate of exile when he 
penned it; ſome think it was when he was force: : 
ed to leave his capital on occaſion of the unna- 
tural rebellion of his ſon Abfalom : whatever be — 
in that, he caſts an eye back upon Jeruſalem: 18 1 
the city of Zion's ſolemnities, where the God of -// 
heaven was publicly worſhipped on mount Mo-':; 
riah, the place where the tabernacle was now. | = 
I] and where the temple was afterwards: -..f 
built by his ſon Solomon; and meditating on 
his paſt freedom of acceſs to this place of ſolemn 
worſhip, and on his preſent reſtraint from ap- 
 proaching the tabernacles of God, he. breaks; / 
torth into "i. warm expreſſion, How enable | 
| arg 
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are th tabernacles, Q Lord of 56%! M 'y foul 


longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord. My heart and my fleſh cry out for the 
living God. When the pfalmiſt vents the warm 
devotion of his heart in the words of my text, 
we are not to imagine that he confines the epi- 
thet of amiable to the outward ſplendor of the 
tabernacle-worſhip, though indeed every thing 
was appointed to be reſplendent and ſtriking 
even to the outward appearence in the public 
worſhip under that diſpenſation, as we read, 
Exod. xxvi. xxvii. and xxvitith chapters; yet it 
was ſomething infinitely more amiable than this 
mpous thow and ceremony,fplendid us it was, 
that attracted the admiration and eſteem of this 
good man, and made him to be ſo uneaſy under 
his confinement from thepublic worthip of God. 
His foul longed for the living God, the perfec- 
tion of beauty; he conſidered the inſtitutions of 
public worſhip as means of drawing nigh to 
God, as having his promiſe annexed to them, 
that in all places where his name is recorded, he 
will come unto them who ſincerely worſhip him, 
and bleſs them, Exod. xx. 24. He had ſuch ex- 
perience of the happy effects of his joining in the 
public praiſes of God, and in the public prayers 
and ſupplications in warming his heart with 
love to God, and fixing on it the ſtrongeſt im- 
preſſions of gratitude 16 God, of raiſing and in- 
crealing every pious ſentiment, and cheriſhing 
and keeping alive the lite ot God in his ſoul; he 
found valt advantage in having the reaſonable 
and holy laws of Gol publicly read, and took 
delight in the typical and ceremonial part of the = 
OW. taber- 
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tabernacle-worſhip as ſhadows of good things to 
come, as ſtanding memorials of the placability- 
of the divine nature, and pledge of the faith- 
fulneſs of God, that the promiſes made to the 
fathers concerning the Meſſiah ſhould all in tge 
fulneſs of time have their accompliſnment. And 
when he viewed the inſtitutions of public wor- 
ſhip in this light, he cries out, How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts ! 5 | 

What the pfalmilt ſays here of the public wor- 
ſhip of God under the Old Teſtament may, 1 
think, with great juſtice be applied to the inſti- 
tutions of public worſhip under the New: and 
the deſign of this diſcourſe ſhall be, in a depen- 
dence on divine aſſiſtance, 8 | 

Firſt, To enumerate the ſeperal parts of pu- 
blic worſhip appointed under the goſpel z and, 

Secondly, To ſhow how juſtly the epithet in 
the text may be appſicd to each of them; and, 
Thirdly, Conclude the whole with an infer- 
enge Or two. | | . 

I. I return tothe firſt thing propoſed, namely, 
To enumerate the ſeveral parts of public wor- 
ſhip inſtituted under the goſpel. 5 N 


1. I begin with Praiſe; whereby, under an 1 
actual ſenſe of the preſence of God, chriſtians vj 
when they are aſſembled” together celebrate the 1 
glorious perfections of the divine nature, and 
preſent their joint thankſgiving to God for all ñ̃ 
his mercies, in the name of Chriſt, expreſſing i 
their inward ſenſeof the perfections of God, and 
bringing to remembrance the particular reaſons. 
upon whicttheir thankfulneſs is founded, in or- 
der to raiſe their gratitude to their great Bene- 
Ces” 5 25 * | 1 þ factor, 
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factor, and excite one another to teſtify it ſin- 
cerely in the practioe of every thing which is 
well- pleaſing in his ſight. | | 
I] uũäis is a pFtof public worſhip in common 
© to the Old Teſtamant and to the New; hence 
we read that under the Old Teftament diſpenſa- 
tion, they entered the gates and courts of God 
= with praiſe and thankſgiving to God, Pal. c. 4. 
and in the New Teſtament, they continued with 
one accord, publicly praiſing God, Acts xxvii. 37. 
2. Another part of public worſhip inſtituted 
I under the goſpe) is Prayer; which is the voice 
ol dependence and of miſery; that is, the call of 
1 a being that feels itſeF indigent and inſufficient 
of itſelf to be happy, and ſubject to many miſe- 
ries, and liable to more. I ſay it is the call of 
ſych a being for help. and deliverance, and pro; 
wn tection from Almighty God; and its calling 
upon him is at the ſame time an open acknow- 
1 ledgement of his unbounded and inexhauſtible 
3 fulneſs, goodneſs and mercy. 
Our wants, our weakneſſes, our tranſgreſſions, 
cdur miſeriesthatwe feel at preſent, and to which 
we are liable, are innumerable : bene the Old 
and New Teſtament ſaints have made it a part 
of their public devotions, to ſpread their joint 
8 wants and miſeries, to confeſs their common 
1 fins, to unite their humiliations, confeſſions, 
123 and ſupplications, and ſend them up to Almigh- 
ty God their common Parent, the Hearer HE 
prayer, in the name of their common Shield and 
NMeſſiah, as the pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, ver. 8, 9. 
of this pſalm; or in the clearer language of the 
New Teſtament, of our common advocate with 
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the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who is 


the propitiation for our ſins, 1 John ii. 2 
3. Another part of pubhe worſhip is Preach- 
ing and Hearing the word of God; for which 
end an order of men are conſecrated and ſet 
apart to the ſtudy cf the works and revealed 
word of God, with a view to impart to chriſti- 
ans, when they are a®whled, every Lord's day, 
or on other occaſions, the moſt uſeful and in 
portant inſtructions, for informing their under» 
ſtandings and regulating their practice; to pu- 
bliſh and declare the whole counſel of God, for 
the ſalvation of men, or the whole goſpel — 
Chriſt, as compriſing in it not only all and ſun- 
dry the doctrines and duties of natural religion, 
but allo the whole of that revelation. which God 
bath at ſundry times and in divers manners made 
known in times paſt by the prophets, and in 
theſe latter days by his own Son and his apoſ=-+ - - 
tles; of what is needful to be believed and prac © 
tiſed in order to eternal falvation, Rom. x, 14. 
Hau then ſball they call on him in whom, then 
have not believed, and hætu ſhall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard, and how ſbalt 
they hear without a preacher, and how ſhall they © 
fgreach exc244 te are fent ? | 
4. The adminiſtration of baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper is alſo a part of the public worſhip 
of God under the goſpel ; the inltitution of bap- 
tiſm is in Matthew, chap. xxviii. 19. Go ye theres 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the. Son, and of 
the holy Ghoſt ; and the deſign of it is to be the 
tederal initiating rite of entering upon the pro- 
| . „ ſhog, _ 
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Teſſion of the chriſtian religion, intitling us to 
the known privileges, and binding us to the 
known duties and obligations which belong to 
his profeſſed diſciples. And the adminiſtration 
of the Lord's ſupper is a thankful memorial of - 
our Redeemer's dying love, which he inſtituted 
that night wherein he was betrayed, to be a 
Landing ordinance in bis church till he come 
+ va large and perticular account of which 
zue apoſtle gives us, 1 Cor. xi. 24. to the end of 
the chapter, 1 5 EI 

The laſt thing I mention as apart of the public 
worſhip of Ged under the goſpel is that of con- 
trivuting. as God hath proſpered every one, ſor 
the relief of our diſtreſſed brethren, and eſpeci- 
ally the poor that belong to the ſociety or con- 

gregation where we are aſſembled together, 
 Whith is ſounded upon the apoſtolic practice in 
their worſhipping aftemblies, 1 Cor. Xvi. 1, 2. 
and may be juſtly called a part of the public 
worſhip of God alter the apoſtle, Heb x11. 10. 
Fer with ſuch ſacrifices Cod is weli-ploaſed. _ 

* Having row enumerated the ſeveral parts of 
inſlituted worſhip in public under the goſpel, 
I now procccd to the ſecond genera] head, viz. 
II. Jo apply the egithet in the text to each of 
them, Hew amiable are i; br hemarne pry, 0 
Lord of hoſts! or, How amiable are the inſti- 
tutions of public worſhip under the goſpel-dit- 
penſation! And when we apply this epithet, 
how amiable, to the ordinances of God's public 
worſhip , it mult include two things: _ 

1. That there is a natural fitneſs in them as 
becoming the known perfections of God, wo 
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the relation we ſtand. in to him as rational and 


accountable creatures, and the duty we owe him 
as ſuch. And this wil be very evident in re- 
gard to the ſeveral parts of public worſhip now 
enumerated. That creatures who are made ca- 
pable of taking in (at leaſt in ſome meaſure) a 
ſenſe of the infinite knowledge and wifdom of the 


eternal power of the ſupreme authority and om 
nipotence of their Creator, their Governor and. 


their Judge, who receive daily and are maintain- 


ed in the poſſeffion- of every good thing ſrom 


his bounty and. goodneſs, namely, an air to- 


breathe\in, an earth te tread on, raiu from hea- 
ven, and fruitful ſeaſons; wiſdom and. under- - 


ſtanding beyond the beaſts of the field and the 


fowls of heaven. For creatures, I ſay, thus. 
made, and thus related, and thus obliged to al- 


ſemble together, to ſpeak forth and. expreſs their 


elleem and admiration of the perfeAions of God. 


their great Benefactor; to offer him their joint. 
tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving, in order to- 
excite and increaſe their gratitude to him, ſeems. 
avidently founded on, and to be a branch of the: 
law of our creation ; but then: ſurely the argu- 
ment gathers ſtrength when to this we add the: 


powerful conſiderations wherewith it is inforced: 


by the revelation of God, namely, that this all- 


fufficient and.ſelf-ſufficient. Being, who flood in 
no need of us, has made himſelf known, as re- 


conciling. apoſtate and ingrateful creatures to 
himſelf by the death. of his own Son, declaring: 
His great name to be The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious. | 

How. fit a thing is it that a” 
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at leaſt, in the moſt public manner, to aſcribe in 
the moſt grateful ſtrains, ſalvation, glory and 
majeſty to him that ſits upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever, who has loved us 
and ranſomed us from a vile and hopeleſs capti- 
vity, to be kings and prieſts to our God and our 
Father; eſpecially when we reflect that millions 
of our fellow creatures are involved in the thick- 
eſt darkneſs and deluſions, falling down before 
the works of their own hands, and invoking even, 
the powers of hell with moſt deteſlible and cruel 
ceremonies, inſtead of adoring and praiſing the 
only living and true God, thro* the mediation, 
of Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent. 

But then as to public prayers again that 


creatures to their own feeling and experience are 


compatted about with ſo many imperfections. 
and failings, aud wiltul tranſgreſſions, ſhould 
bumble themſelves. before the pure majeſty whom: 
they have offended, and to whom they are ac- 
countable, to join together in confeſſing their 
common tins that is, the wilful thoughts of 


their minds that have been diſagreeable to the 


holy nature and precepts of God. ; the words of 


their mouths and their outward actions that. 


have been offenſive to. God, their neighbour or 
their own happineſs, and join their united ſup- 


plications for his mercy and pity. Lhat crea- 


tures who feel themſelves abſolutely - dependent 
and inſuſſicient to their own fafety and welfare, 
expoſed to infinite dangers. and, evils which they 


can neither foreſee nor p event, thould.aſſemble- 
together to ſpread their wants before the-eyes of 


the anbopnded gooducls and. men fulneſs, 
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and implore bis aids. That creatures who are 


members one of another, that 1s, of the whole. | | 
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fociety of mankind, from a fympathy and love to 4 


their whole kind, ſhould jointly implore the 
mercy of God to others that are in naſery and: 
diſtreſs of any kind, ſeems all to be founded in 
the law of our creation, and moſt conſonent and. 

agreeable to the reaſon of our own minds; but. 
then how happily docs the revelation of God. 


come in here to ſtr engthen all theſe natural obli- 


gations, and at the ſame time to aſcertain us of 


the appointment of heaven, to affemble toge- 


ther, weekly at leaſt, ſor theſe purpoſes, as well 


as to lay a ſure foundation of ſufficient comfort. 
to finners to draw vigh to God, and relieve us, 


of an anxious and endleſs ſolheirdde about the 


zeans of appeaſing the Deity (where the light. 


of nature abſolutely fails us) in that we have our 


great high Prieſt over the houte of God, Jeſus. 


the Son of God, who is paſled into the heavens, 


ready to prefent the perion and prayers of every 


fincere ſou] that comes to God by him, for mer 
cy and grace to help him in every time of need; 


and has promiſed us, that whatever we join to- A 


gether in asking on earth, for ourſelves or others, 
in bis name, that is 2grecable to the will of God, 
mall be conferred. on us. But farther, 5 


As to the preaching and hearing the word of 


God; the natural fitneſs and reaſon of this mean 


moved the old ſages of the heathen world to- 
open ſehools of philoſophy, and to read lectures. 
on morality, in oblic aſſemblies, not only for- 
the benefit ot. the grolsly ignorant and avowedly V . 
wicked and brolanes but allo to keep alive = OY „ 


- igcetbong 


1 
* 


q "4 - 
* * 
s 


"EI ER 
2 K oy 


th. £94 
7 "al 
rg 


ippreſſions of virtue upon the minds of the 
knowing, the wiſe and the good, who are too: 
apt to die away by the hurry of this world's bu- 
fineſs and the violence of its temptations. 


But then how much ſuperior fitneſs does: 
| the revelation of God ſhow in the divine inſti- 
tution of a goſpel miniſtry, who are ſet apart. 
by the appointment of God, and with a ſpecial. 


promiſe of his bleſſing, who has the hearts of 
all men in his hand to accompany. what rey de- 
liver agreeable to his word, for the converſion. 
of open ſinners, and the edification. of thofe: 


who fear God, and whoſe office it is to explain; 


the whole compaſs. of, our duty to. God, our 
neighbour and ourſelves, clearly. and adapted to 
the meaneſt capacity, with the weight and au- 
thority of the reaſonableneſs of rhe duties them 


felves, as well as with the ſuperior autliority of. 


thus faith the Lard, your Creator, your Redeems-- 


er, and your San#ifier ;. to ſhow theſe duties. 


exemplified in the perfect. pattern of the Son of 


God when he was here on.earth, and in.che lives. 


of holy prophets and apoſtlesand. righteous men, 


who have lived in, all ages: to. deſcribe theſe. 
great motives of. religion, the rewards and pu- 


niſhments of. a future ſtate (which. the light of 
nature only obſcurely points at) to the ſons of 
men in the plaineſt manner, andan all the lively- 
Joys of heaven and. horrors of hell: to. declare 


and exhibit to ſinful men, who are conſcious of. 
guilt and. naturally afraid. of:puniſhment, . the 
method of reconciliation with. God, and the 
atonement for ſin: to place before their eyes the. 


 anfuldiſcoyery of the evil and hainouſneſs of an, 
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the recelfiry of holineſs in heart and liſe; ; with 
theſufferings of Chriſt for fin 5 and the purity 
of the golpel; and to inforce the practice of 
every duty by the powerful motive of the love 
of Chriſt couſtraining us to it, and the ſuperna- 
tural aſſiſtance of God's Spirit and grace freely 
offered to enable us to pan But I pro- 
cred, — 8 
The facraments of baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper derive indeed all their obligation from 
pottive inſtitution, but ſtill when conſidered as 
means and helps to keep men ſtedfaſt in the pro- 
ſeſſion and practice of this holy religion, which 
is inculcated and recommended by the preach- 
ing of the goſpel; beſides, being fo few, ſo ſim- 


ple, ſo free Ton all appearance of vanity and ſus 
perſtition, fo wiſely adapted to the end tor which, 
they are deſigned, and men being fo apt to e 


very ſenhbly touched with viſible emblems and I 3 
rites, while they are in this embodied ſtate, that 

the greateſt enemies of chriſtianity have not 
been able 12 dbje& any thing againſt the reaſons | 


ws 
A 


Iy againſt certain corruptions ant uninllauted 
ſuperſtitions which ſome who call themſelves 
chriſtians have annexed to them without war- 
rant; and indeed what can be ſeid againſt any”. 
meniber of a ſocicty to be ſolenmly admitted in- 
to its proſeßion, by a plain aud ſignificant rule, i 
intitling him to the priviſeges, and charging: 
him to the obligations and duties which brilon 

to the proſeſſed members of that ſocity as ſuch, 
which is the defign of the ſacrament of vaptifir 


or requopety e. to commemworste with all thank 
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fulneſs and gratitude the dying love of their 
; beſt Friend, and ſolemnly and humbly renew 
their obligations and promiſes of duty and gra- 
titude to him in the moſt public manner, with 


tion, through grace to forſake them, which 
| {Were the caule of his death. Ihis is the deſigu 


F finally, | Fw) 
The laſt inſtitution of public worſhip I men- 
tioned was our contributing to the neceſſities of 
our poor. brethren, as God has proſpered us, 
which is plainly founded upon the eternal and 
immutable law of our creation, and is a branch of 
it, namely, an univerſal love towards our fellow: 
 ereatures, the practice whereof is infinitely in- 
forced upon the diſciples of Jeſus, who holds. 
what we do for the relief of the leaſt of his little 
ones as done to himſelf, and ſet us an example 
of this duty far ſuperior to what the world ever 
= - heard of before, in becoming poor when he was 
rich, that by his poverty we might be inriched, 
And dying for out ſalvation and deliverance when 

we were his enemies. But, ſecondly, 


the inſtitutions of public worſhip, it muſt inelude 
their being adapted to promote the beſt intereſts 
of the ſons of men, curing their depravity, aud 
increaſing their conformity to God, and fitting 
them for the enjoy ment of him. 3 


The attending upon the inſtitutions of public 


Wwocrſhip is not only our reaſonable ſervice, a 
lebt we owe to God our Father, and Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, but it is likewiſe as beneficial ta. 


a deep forrow for their ſins, and a hearty reſolu · 


of the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. But, 


When this epithet, how amiable, is applied to 
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us as it is e juſt and „ in itſelf. } 
For inſtance, what can be ſuppoſed to have a - ³ 888 
ſtronger eſſect upon the mind of a fincere wor- 
ſhipper of God, to kindle a feeling ſenſe of gra 
titude, and to conform one to the love of God, q 
and univerſal obedience to him, to provoke to 
the imitation of the moral perfections of God, 
and to fix in our minds the particular grounds of 
the obligations we are under to be followers of 
God as dear children, than to join in the hiting 
up our hearts and voices in the public praiſes 9 
of God, and under an actual ſenſe of his pre-. 
ſence, to celebrate the amiable perfeCtions of his ⁵ 
nature, and thankfully to recount the multitude 
of his mercies to us in our creation, preſervation, | 
and redemption ? 
Again, when we realize the preſence of 
God with us, and bow down before the Lord 
our Maker, and join in the public confeſſion of 
our fins with a worſhipping aſſembly, ſurely the 
fincere worſhipper muſt feel his horror of fim i 
awakened, and himſelf covered. with the moſt 
ignominious ſhame and bluſhing, and be filled * » 
Vith holyrefolutionsin the preſence of that pure 
/ being to whom fin is an offence, as well as a voi- 
Jating all the obligations of his unbounded good 
neſs and mercy. The conſideration again of the 
mediation and interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus, 
how apt to inſpire with a humble and reliving 
hope of finding mercy and forgiveneſs from our 
heavenly Father, as well as with a freedom and YZ 
child-like confidence in pouring out our hearts, 
aſking his holy Spirit, and ſpreading all our 
wants and difcaſes betore the rather of MCICys 
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in. we pręvailing name of Chriſt, whom 8 
al w:: ays, with af firm confidence; and thatz bt; s 
infinite goodneſs, and wiſdom, and faigbfaulngſag | 
he will accompliſh alls our ;defiresc has 815% 
agretable to his will, and that be- now sf pg 
really good for us ball Ladd hefe, hat the; 


joining in the public. interceſhon/that wer: 


up: far others, has the molt bepekeia), tendengyt 


toawaken and cherithe very ben volent aſſechom 
of ſoul towards othere, as well as to make, us | 


| ſenſibly feel the obligations of dutywegreunder 


to God, hofe lot is in fo many geſpecꝭ Sof 


fortable beyond thouſands, wt tellow:;Cir645} 


tures. "11 811 > 1 2991611 70d 
. time pl] fail me to ſpeak o of the, 

happy tendency which that wife and en 
ens; of heaven, the public and; weekly 


Preach 17 and, bearing of - the. golpet has, ab a. 


means by be bleſſing of, God, for promoting the: 
good © f mankind e ſtate of ignotrance, ung; 
depravity, pr to recount. the bleſſed effect it ha 


| actually produced, and does ſtill produce, this 
way. What a gracious proviſion is this for the 


inſtruction of the ignorant, the admonithing; 
and ſtriking conviction into the wicked, the; 
checking and reſtraining thoſe who are ſollicited 
by the temptations of ſatan, the world and the 
fleſh, eaſing and comforting the melancholy, 
the doubting and the weak, confirming, eſta- 
bliſhing and carrying on to greater perfection 


even the willing and obedient : in a word, it is 
a mean of conveying to men all proper aſſiſtance 


for exciting them to know ang perform their 
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ſophy; and on the other fide contemplate the 


becoming ſober and temperate; and of theſe, 


men, without which human laws would be but 
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When we reflect how little all the moral dif= M8 
courſes and the indefatigable pains of the wiſer - = 
and better ſort of the heathens availed for the Mx 
reformation of the lives and tempers of their ⁵⁶ 
profeſſed diſciples and themſelves, confeſſing 
their utter deſpair of ever being able to reform 
any conſiderable part of mankind by their philo- . 


preaching of the goſpel af Chriſt, becoming the 
power of God and the wiſdom of God for the 
ſalvation of men; conquering nations and ci - © 
ties of idolaters to the worſhip of the true God; = 
fornicators and adulterers becoming chaſte and "= 
holy; thieves learning honeſt labour; the co- 
vetous ſeeking treaſures in heaven; drunkards 


ſome rude barbarians, fome prejudiced Jews, Mt 
and ſome polite and learned Gentiles. Beſides 
the ſaving change that the goſpel works upon 
the tempers and lives of many in every age and 
place where it is preached; and as an uſeful and 
polite writer of this age obſerves, 'The returns 

of the public teaching in the chriſtian weekly 
aſſemblies of worſhip, is the great mean of 
keeping alive a ſenſe of God and religion; the 
obligations of conſcience upon the minds of 


feeble and ill obſerved things. 
As to the adminiſtration of baptiſm, and 
the Lord's ſupper, the frequent adminiſtration 
of che ordinance in baptiſm before the eyes of 
a chriſtian aſſembly, tends greatly to revive is 
the mind of every beholder the remembrance +}. 
of their own once ſolemn dedication to God in 
| by K 1 5 tha, = 
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tha at ordinance, and to check our declining from 


_ our ſtedfaftneſs in the faith and practice of the 


goſpel, to excite us to improve the privileges of 
dur deſcent from religious parents, and our ear- 
Iy dedication to God, being numbered. among 
his family and children, and of asking of our 


heavenly Father in the name of Chriſt remiſſion 


of ſin, and the holy Spirit to enable us to fight 
fucceſsfully againſt ſatan, the en und: the 
flefh. 9 4 

The adminiſtration of the Lord's dapper again 
muſt leave the moſt ſalutary and benefieial ef- 
feQts upon the mind of every ſincere chriſtian. 
that enters into — bonds and engagements of 
3 covenant = receiving this ſeal of it, not 

only by means of the preparations, exerciſes of 


ä n ſelf· examination, prayer and meditation, 


that are indiſpenſibly neceſſary in order to a 
worthy participation of it, but alſo in the very 
action itſelf, which brings to remembrance the 
dying · love and the bitter ſufferings of our bleſs- 
ed Redeemer; for our fins muſt, in- the' moſt. 
lively manner, fix the obligations we are under 
to live to him who died for us, and to hate and 
farſake our fins which were the cauſe of his ſuf- 
ferings. The occaſion it affords of learning 


From his ſuffering example, the very beſt leſſons 


of patience and reſignation to Gad under our 
trials, loye to all our fellow creatures, and eſpe- 
cially to our fellow chriſtians, forgiveneſs of in- 
. and r low to do good to _ edi. 
eaneſt. ; 
And finally, our comeiburing i in our 


Wor * gaſſem dies to the neceſſities of others, 
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is of real advantage to us, as we thereby procure 
for ourſelves an intereſt in the prayers of thoſe 
whom we relieve, and habituate ourfelves in the 
practice ofa duty which is an imitation of Gol . 
himſelf, who is good and does good, and is not 


aſhamed to call himſelf the protector and por- 


tion of the poor; we aequite thereby a right to 
the promiſes of God's pity to ourſelves when we 
are in diſtreſs, and deſire a bleſſing from bin 
on our ſubſtance and poſterity. 4 . 
. Inferences. I. If the tabernacles of God are 
a des that is, If the public ordinances of the 
goſpel are a reaſonable and profitable ſervice, 
then thoſe act a moſt abſurd- part as well as do 
themſelves a real injury who deſpiſe and habitu- 
ally diſhaunt them; and yet, my good friends, 
how common a caſe is this become in our day? 
a certain ſign of the decay of religion among us. 
E know not how it comes too that this evil and 


folly is become a thing ſo common among thoſe 


who pretend to be more knowing and faſhion” 
able than others; indeed it is hard to account 
for this, but it is fimply impoſſible that a men's 
becoming more knowing and more polite than 
others, that is, one's being wiſer and more hu- 
mane and benevolent than others, ſhould lead 


him to profane God's Sabbaths by journeyings, F * 


carowſing, and ordering his worldly affairs on 
that day, and throwing off a regard to the pu- 
blic-praiſes of God, and be above joining in the 
public prayers, and. diſdain to confeſs Cel be- 
fore men in the Lord's ſupper, and ſhut everx 
occaſion of hearing a good ſermon, or contribut- 
ng, with his; — chriſtians for the relief of 
K 2 _ the 


IE 
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the poor, andby this example encouraging every 
weak witling and fop to commence an -eneniy 
to religion. For certain this muſt. be owing ei⸗ 
ther to a very thoughtleſs inattention, and what 
a pity is it that ſuch perſons ſhould be guilty of 
a heedleſineſs which mult be criminal, as it is 
a parent of fo much diſregard to God's inſtitu- 
tions, and ſo hurtful to others; or elſe it flows 
from downright impiety and a contempt of 


_ chriſtianity itſelf, if this laſt be the caſe 3 and in- 


ceedingly to ſupply the deficiencies of it, let none, 


under a fpretence maintaining natural reli- 


gien, forſake the aſſemblies of chriſtians, and re- 
vile and blaſpheme the dyArines and inſtitutions 


ty the chriſtian religion, leaſt they be found lars 


Nn God. ws 1 
2. If the tabernacles of God are amiable, let 
us cor.ſult our own happineſs, and be in the 


road of our duty, and ſtedfaſtly attend thoſe in- 
ititutions yd worſhip; let us leave it to the 


atheiſt and infidel, to hold the goſpel revelation 


in deriſion, and boldly deny the Lord that bought 
them; let us leave it to the debauchee, that 
wears the chriſtian name, but is' impatient of 
the wiſe and beneficial reſtraints of religion, to 
turn his back upon the worſhipping aſſemblies of 
chriſtians; but let us ever retain a 2 
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ery fe eit 99565 of God to us, not forſaking 
ey 1 naſe EE 119 7: Telhes together as the man 
et» . ty provoking one another to 


hat Wr fer? 77 1975 

of 15 ＋ 7 bis « I have been upon, and the oc- 

55 calion of th e both beſpeak us who 
u- miniſter in ho hings; and, my reverend bre- 

ws thin when. to 1k how much lies on our | 
of heads as ers ofthe public praiſes and prayers, 
n- as adm iniſfratgrs of the ſacraments, and preach - . 
of ang f, t Soſpel; what need have we to get a \ 

he ie rind. fi icerely religious, touched with ; 
u- lively ſe e.of the love of God, with a zeal dor 4 1 
en „the honour. op G and the laws of our holy - | i 
1d >ixgligion, ang with compaſſion to the ſouls ß i 
e- men; unhat need have we to charge | our own . 
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- -60p{ciences frequently with the apoſtle's diręc- 
5 tions to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 13. to the end'of 
te the chapter ; leaſt we through ſloth, ignorance, _ 
e- -+3hattention, car eleſs Irving, or deceirfully hand. 
ling the word of God, make the aſſemblies of 

s ils Lord abhorred on our account, as Eli's ſons 

| didz when our friends or our enemies keep a 

et itrict and jealous out-look aſter us, what need 

e . hae we to be ſtrictiy watchful over ourſelves i 
- An 01 01 and private 8 that our enemies may 
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that re neither pray ner preach, that we.d9:got 
ue and converſe like them. . Beſides ths very 


., occafion of this aſſembly, namely, e £xpeding 
4̃aäeall for a ſucceflgr to gur worthy brother Mr. 
BVBurnet, has a very ſigniſicant language w ue, 
my reverend fathers and brethren; our valuahle 5 
1 M1 
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WW friend died in the midſt of the lamentations, and 
has left a ſayoury remembrance of himſelf upon 
the minds, of a flouriſhing and numerous con- 
gregation, which he gathered and kept together 
in this place, for upwards oſ thirty years, in ſpite 
of many oppoſitions, and we truft, has received 
the higher approbation of, Well done, good and 
Faithful ſervant, enter into thy maſter's oy. 
O that we who ſurvive may be enabled to ful- 
= Hil our miniſtry, that when we have reached the 
| hounds our Lord has ſet us in our work and ſer- 
vice here below, and others are called to do this 
office to our congregations, that we are to do 
For our deceaſed brother, we may ſhine, in the 
Armament of glory with thoſe faithful men who 
turned many to righteouſneſs and ſaved them- 
ſelves and others. 
4. The ſubject andthe occaſion of our meet- 
ing naturally beſpeaks you, my good friends of 
this congregation, whoſe comfortable experience 
we truſt can furniſh out a great deal more of 
the annaablenefs of the tabernacles of God than 
gu have at this time heardof. We moſt ſincere- 

N condole with you on the loſs of your late wor- 
thy paſtor, with whom you ſo long took ſweet 
counſel, and went into the houſe of God toge- 
ther. Yet it ought to be matter of thankfulnefs 

and relief to you, that tho' miniſters. die aways 
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the good and edification of Jour ſouls. Amen. 
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ene after another, yet Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame 
\ '£6-day, yefterday, and for ever, and he will never 
= want proper inſtruments to carry on his own 
gracious and wiſe deſigns in the world. 7 
Be thankful for this occaſion of giving your 
5\gonfent to your keins a goſpel-miniſter ſettled 
te miniſter fedfaftly in holy things among you, 
and to put an end to your broken, interrupted, 
und many times diſappointed attendances on the 
amiable tabernacles of God. Learn then con- 
tinually to revere the dread ſovereign of life 
and death, who does all things well, and to fix 
all your hope and expectation upon him who is 
the wiſe and faithful diſpenſer of all graces and 
bleſſings, from one generation to another, and 7 
is able to furniſh his ſervants ſuitably to the wy 
times and places where he calls them to aft. 
And may he graciouſly countenance the work of 
this day, and direCt all for his own glory, and 
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S ERAM VON I 
Preparation Sermon, preached at Slains. 


June 125 1743. 


1 John iv. 9. 


tn this ee eee le = 
us, becauſe that God ſent his 5 ney begotten | 
Sen into the world, that we t ar ue * 1 


Him. 
1 Shall not at all detain upon the condi 
Jof the words with what goes beſore and 
follows after, but juſt to obſerve, that in the 
veiſe preceding the text, the apoſtle had ſaid, 
God rs love; that is, love is an efſential properey 
of the divine nature; and all his works as well 
as his word clearly manifeſt that he is good unt 
all. All of us here preſent are living monuments- 4 
of this great truth, in that we are placed in the 
-order of rational beings, in that our lives are - 
this day lengthened out thro? the bounty and | 
care of divine providence, in a land of gs : 3 ; 
that we have bread to eat and raumen#to put on, «2d 
in that we have relations and friends, and in- 2 
numerable other invaluable bleſſings conferred Þ 
on us * continued with us, that we myſt be 
conſcioughl M 
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conſcious to ourſelves upon the leaſt reflection 
we are moſt unworthy of, and have jullly forſeit+ 
ed. We on the contrary have deferved a thou- 
ſand times over to have been dr ie 47g, 
muſt confeſs it is becauſe Ged is love that we. 
are not this day in'the pit of perdition, where. 
their worm dieth not, nor is their fire quenched, 
But then in the. words of our reading, the 
apoſtle ftrikes a higher note, and calls upon us 
tofurvey, with admiration and gratitude, amani- 
feſtation of the divine love to ſinners of mankind, 
which infinitely tranſcends all other exprefſions 
of the divine bounty and goodnefs, and as it were 
ſwallows them up in its unfathomable depth, 
Which ought to attract all gur attentions, as 
pleading the tender mercy and love of God above 
all his other works. In this was manifeſted the. 


1 lave of God; as if he had ſaid, There is the tri- 


umph of love, the riches and glory of it; the. 
contemplation of which makes even the great 
and infinite love of God manifeſted in creation. 
and redemption almoſt to diſappear, and tranſ- 
cends all that eye hath ſeen, or ear heard, or that 
could have ever entered into the heart of man 
to conceive, that God ſent his only begotten. 
Son into the world, that we might hve thro? him. 
And here obſerve how the tuſpired penman's 
heart burns, and is, as it were loſt for want of 
thought or expreſſion to trace this wonderful love, 
which indeed is the wonder and admiration. of 
angels themſelves, who bend all the force of 
their ſuperior powers to pry into it; I ſay.” 
the holy man breaks forth in the next verie 
= abruptly, much to the ſame purpoſe over again, 
. 9 b Hlexein. 


Wap 


ment is it of the mercy of our redemption, that 


than his own Son mould be the ambaſſador is 
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Haferl pg tut, 2 that we loved Ga, Gut that 


he loved us. 

It may not then be amiſs to fuffer our ae 
to dwell a little upon this endearing ſubject, 
eſpecially upon a preparation. day before a com- 
muni6n; and may the love of God be ſhed abroad 
in all our hearts by the holy Spirit, that we may 
ſpeak and hear of it with that holy admiration 
and gratitude that becomes us. For order” sſake, 
I ſhall proceed in the following method: 

- I ſhall conſid er this love as manifeſted, _ 
Firſt, From the nature of the gift proceeding , 
from it, God ſent his only begotten Son; 

"Secondly, From the circumſtance taken notice. 
of in the words; he ſent him into the world; _ © 

"Thirdly, The perſons to whom, or on whoſe | 
account he was ſent, to us; and, 

Fourthly, The ineſtimable bleffing we derive” 
from God's ſending his Son into the world for © 
us, that we might live thro? him; and conclude 2 
with ſome improvement. e 

I. J return to the firſt of theſe, namely, to 
illuſtrate the love of God towards us, from the 
nature of the gift proceeding from it, God's 
only begotten Son. And now what an endear- 


God ſhould employ upon this deſign no meaner 
perſon than bis own Son, his only begotten Son? 8 
ſo he is called in the tet. + 
It had been wonderful condeſcenſion in God 2 
to treat with us at all, but that no leſs perſon 
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wretched creatures as we are. But, 


world; 'The brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
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celebrates the glory of this divine perſon, Heb. 
i. 2, 3, 4. He hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unts 
&s by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom alſo he made the world. Who 
being the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs 


image of his perſon, and upholding all things by 


the word of his power, when he had by him ſolf 
purged our fins, fat down on the right hand ef 
the Majeſty on high: being made ſo much better 


than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtain 


ed a more excellent name than they. We may 
add that this was not a ſon out of many, but 


his only begotten Son, his dear Son, who always 

bad been his delight. The gift is ſingular; 
God had not ſuch another to give. You will 
_ obſerve that when God tried Abraham's faith, 


he aggravated the command by many piercing 


-words, which muſt needs have touched a tender 


rents heart, in the molt feeling manner, Gen. 
xxii 2. And he ſaid, Take now thy ſon, thine 
enly ſon Iſaac, whom thou leveſt, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for 


a burnt -offering upon one of the mountains which 


I will tell thee of. And it was a great inſtance 
of Abraham's-love and obedience to God in that 
he was ready not to withhold him. This is a 


demonſtration that God exceedingly loved us 


when he actually ſent his only oy, pp Son in- 
to the world to be ſacrificed for ſo pitiful and 


II. The love of God is farther maniſeſted 
from the circumſtance taken notice of in the 
words, Got fent his only begotten Son into the 


the 
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| meu in this world. How mean were the cir- 


to lay is head. He bore the eontradiction of. 
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Hen esd, ha inothe egi i S 
Gadz ant by hom all things were created, wass 
made: ſleſhs andadwelt and tabernacled Among 


chmſtanega bf his birth, when his poor mother 
Was denied a room in the inn, which was pro- 
dably taken up with people of better condition 
than ſhe, and like to bring more proſit to thoſe. 
mercileſs and abandoned mercenaries who kept 
ita How low and abject was his ſtate in this 
world when he came abroad upon his public 
miuiſſey. The foxes had holes, the birds of the 
is had neſts, but the Son of man had not where 


ſihnersz la man of ſorrows, contempt and re- 
preach, and all kinds of miſeries; and at laſt 
died a ſhameful, painful, and curſed death; with 
all the poſſible circumſtances that eould inflame | 
the-ſuffermgs in his ſoul and in his body, and 
that from heaven, earth, and hell, We find, 
Nhilip. ii. 6, 7, 8. the circumſtance of his be: 
ing ſent into the world ſet forth with an inimi: ü 
table ſignificaney; , being in the form ef Cod, WM 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God; ut 
made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 4 
the form of aſervant, and was made in the like-  ": 
nefs of men ; and, being found in faſbion as af 
men, he ' humbled pimſelf, and became obedient 
aunts deathy' even e death "of the croſs. Took 
upon him the form of a ſervant: that is, was 
.content to be ſtrangely leffened and diminiſhed; 
was made in the likeneſs of men; that is, did 
really aſſume human nature, the death of the 
croſs, the death of the vileſt ſlaves and moſt in- Y 
L famous i 
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famous wialefactors. Hare was abaſement in- 
cheed for God to become man; for the Lord of 
glory to aflume the form of a ſlave; for the Lord 
Of life to become obedient unto death, and to 
die the death of a low and abandoned criminal. 
Here was love indeed. 

! Addto this, that t pleaſed the Lord to bruife 
him, and to-put him to grief, Iſa. ii. 5-10, 
But he was wounded for onr tranſgreſſions, he 

was bruiſed for our iniquities « the chaſtiſement_ 
of our peace was upon him, and with his firipes 
"be are heated. Let it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
him, he hath put him ts grief; when thou ſhalt. 
make his ſoul an ofering for ſin, he ſhall ſee his 
ſeed, he fball prolong his days, and the ca 
the Lord Hall proſper in his hand. 
What infinite love to men muſt this be an 
cauſed the Father to deal thus with bis only be- 
gotten Son, who had always been his deligbt? 
Tet now he expoſed the Son of his deareſt love 
to the flames of his ſevereſt wrath for us. O what ; 
manner of love i 1 of A --: 

III. The perſons for whom Cbriſt was ls: 
given ſerve farther to manifeſt this love of God, 
and to raiſe our admiration and gratitude; "= : 

F us while we were ſinners and enemies, in due 
time Chriſt came and died for us, Rom. v. 8. 
F Which is emphatically expreſſed in the verſe - 
next to the text, not that we loved Gog; no in- 
| <«teed; we hated both the gift and the Giverz 

| = We were rebels and aliens, nay enemies Se 
EE enmity againſt God, up in arms againſt heaven, 
and at variance with God, and ſo by nature odi- 
1 ! in the eyes of his ſpotleſs holiaeſs, and child- 
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ren of wrath,or fit fuel for bis juſtice and venge - 
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ance. EZzek. vi. , 6, 8. None eye pitiad I 


thee, to do any of theſe unto thee, to have com- 


paſſion upon thee; but thou-waft caſt out in the 


open ſielil, to the lot hing of thy perſon, in the day 
: that thou waſt born. And when I paſſed by thee, 
and. ſaw thee pulluted in thine own blood, I faid 
- unto thee, when thou waſt' in thy blood, live: 
yea, Iſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blog, 
live. Now when I paſſed by thee, aud locked. 
. upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love, 
and Iſpread my flint over thee,: and covered 
thy nakedneſs * yea, I ſware,unto ther, and eu- 
: Fered into covenant with thee, ſaith the Lond 
Cod, and thou becameſt mine. Who can read 
this deſcription without wonder and aſtoniſtz- 


ment at the infinite love of God in ſending his 


only begotten Son to heal and cure, to relieve, 4 
to juflify, and waſh, and ſanctify, ſuch hell- de- 
ſerving, lothſome and abominable creature??? 
Lord, what is man at his beſt, that thou art 
mindful of him; but what is ſinful, corrupt, 
guilty man, that thou ſhouldſt viſit him thus? * 
-Herein is love! But finally,. . _— 
IV. The ineſtimable benefit Which we derige 
zin virtue of God's ſending his. only begottan 
Son farther manifeſts the greatneſs of his log; 
: that we might live-through bim: a moſt com- 
Prehenſive expreſſion, by which in the ſcriptuge | 
language the whole of areaſonable and immortal 
.. creature's happineſs is ſummed up, and fitly, Y 

-becauſe as life is one of the greateſt bleſſings Y 
in itfelf, ſo it is the foundation of. all other e- 
Joyments; and therefore the apoftle uſeth but 


— 
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this one word to expreſs to us all the bleſſings 
and benefits of Chriſt's coming into the world, 
and fulfilling all righteouſneſs in our room, 
the reparation of all that we loſt by tbe fall, and 
incurred by the penalty death that was annexed 
to the tranſgreſſion of the firſt covenant. We 
are ſunk intoa ſtateof ſinand miſery, both which 
are fitly expreſſed in ſcriptureby the word death, 
| Rom. v. 14, 15. Nevertheleſs, death reigned 
From Adam to Mofes, even over them that had 
not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's tran ſ- 


come. But not as the offence, fo alſo rs the ſree 
gift. For if through the offence cf ene many be 
dead; much more the grate of C59, and the gift 
y grace, which is by one man, Jeſus Chriſt, 30th 
abounded unte many. We were all. dead, loſt 
Ina ſtate of fin and miſery, as miſerable as a 
malefactor that is under ſentence of death, and 
"bound over in chains to an execution-day, from 
which he cannot, is not able to releafe Hhimſett; 
To we by nature are under fentence of condem- 
nation, and fo dead in law; and Chriſt finds all 


Dis people under the curſe of the law; and it 


was to redeem from it that he came to bear their 


© FSns in his ou body on the croſs, and to ſuffer. 


once the juſt in the room of the unjuſt; that he 
might give afull ſatisfaction tothe law and juſtiee 
of God, and thereby reverſe the ſentence given 
out againſt us, and deliver us from that eternal 
death which was by the righteous ſentence of 
the law of God become our due portion and re- 
ward, Rom. iii. 25. 3 
He appeaſed the wrath of God, and FR 
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greſſion, who is the figure of him t hat was ta 
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ed. us by the blood: of his croſs.” - But then 
_ were not only judicially dead, but alſo ſpirit- Þ- 
ay dead, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ! as. on" 
A0 le ſpeaks, Every unrenewed poerſon, tho in 
a natural ſenſe he be alive, yet in a moral ſenſe 
he is dead, or dead while he lives, 1 Tim. v. G. 
What e diſeaſes are to the body, that is ſin 
to the ſoul, its deſtruckion and death. Sin has 
| fo corrupted and infected all our powers and 
Faculties, that the power of God is requiſite to. 
zeleafe us from the bondage of biſe.luſts and 
paſſions, and to renew our natures, and reſtore 
us to a life of faith and holineſs, and the en 
us his n willing people. 

When our Lord aflerts the neceſſity « of a great 
and ſaving change to be wrought upon our ſin- 
ful natutes, he compares it to a new birth, ang . 
aſeribes the-work to the agency of the Almighty 
Spirit of God, John iii. 5. Now the Spirit is f 

valuable a bleſſing. as cannot be diſpenſed to rebel 
againſt, and aliens from God, hut only on the 
account of a ſatisfaction made Lor thei aſencesg | 
and the ſcripture: tells us, that it is on ageonng - 
of Chriſt's being ſent, and coming to..redeen- 
us from the. curſe of the law that we receive this 
bleſſing, Gal. iii. 13, 14. Chriſt hath rodeeme d 
us from the curſe-of the law, being made a curſa 
For us: fer it is auritten, Curſed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree: that the bleſung of Ab. 
rtrabam might came on the Gentiles Thee 2 
Lhriſt ; tba abe might neceive the promiſe 
the Spirit thro' faith. By giving his 
rranſom he has purchaſed the Spirit. by 1 ho 
Kelicvers. are © freed a the, ee 35 3 
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by whom the body of fin is gradually deſtroyed 
in them, that henceforth they ſhould not ſerve 
fin. Hence the apoſtle prays in behalf of the 


Hebrews, chap. iti. 20, 21. Now the Cod of 


peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Feſus, that great Shepherdef the ſbecp, thro 


Phe blood of the everlaſiing covenant, make y0u 


Perfect in every good work ts do his will, work- 


ing in you that which is well teaſing in his fight, 
hre Jeſus Thrijt; to whom be glory for ever 
und ever. Amen. And this life of juſtification 
founds the believer's title, as this life of fanQi- 
fication founds his meetneſs and fitneſs for a 
life of friendly entercourk and communion with = 
God, both in grace and glory. 

| Thoſe who are wafhcd and purified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
God are encouraged to come boldly to the throne 
of grace in the name of Chriſt, in every ordi- 
nance and 414itution of worſhip, public or pri- 
vate, more ordinary or more ſolemn, to obtain 
mercy and find grace to help them in every time 
of need, while they travel through this valley of 
tears, of fin and ſorrow, and imperfection, 
Heb. x. 9 Eph. iii. 12. And at laſt they ſhall 
reign in tife by Jeſus Chriſt in another and bet- 


Fer wortd: it is im order to intitle us to this fe- 


licity chat we are juſhfied freely by grace thro? 
the redemption that is in Ohriſt Jeſus, and is 


Ain order to prepare us for it and to make us 


meet to be partakers of this nich inherance that 
gs ingorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, that we are made alive to God by the 

thing of regeneration and the fene win go 
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the holy Ghoſt, and that we are allowed freedom, 
liberty and acceſs to God, in the duties of his 4 
worſhip, being burdened in this abode of guilt 
and forrow for the dawn of that gloriovs day. 3 
when Chriſt who is their life ſhall appear, when 
they ſhall appear with him in glory; who died, 
as the apoſtle bas it, 1 Thel. v. 10. That we 
might live together with him, and be preſented 
ſaultleſs before the preſence of the glory of the 
Majeſty in heaveu with exceeding joy. 
And now how gloriouſſy does the love of God 
ſhine forth in providing ſuch an Tneſtimable 
| bleſſing for poor ſinners that were in ſuch de- 
= plorable circumſtances? That inflead of fend- 
ing his Son toexecute that vengeance upon rebel 
ſinners which they had moſt juſtly deterved on 
account of their multiplied affronts done agaiuſt 
the higheſt Majeſty of heaven and earth, yet J 
| God ſent not his Son to condemn the world. 
but upon a quite contrary deſign, that thro' him 
the world raght be ſaved; to give his own moſt 
Precious liſe and blood a ranſom for many, ane 
thereby refcue us from the curſe of the law, and *Y 
the jaws of death, and from the loweſt hell. And 
if he had proceeded no farther chan this to re- 
verſe the ſentence of condemnation that ftood 
in full force againſt us, it had been wonderful. 
mercy and:kmadneſs, but his love ſtopped not here, 
it was not fatisfied with fparing and freeing us 
from he}, but was refilefs till a new and living 
way of thorough reconeiliation,acceſsand inter- 4 
| Courſe with heaven was conſecrated alſo for rebel x 
ünners, by the rending of the wail of Thrift's 
nech, who is made of God unto us, wiſdom, 
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righteouſneſs, ſanctification, ane complete re- 
demption. Hence the apoſtle breaks. forth into 
that affectionate admiration of the love of God, 
Epbh. ii. 4, 5. But God, who is rich in mercy, 
For his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in fins hath quickened us 
tagether with Chrift, (by grace ye are ſaved) 
And Rev. i. 5, 6. And from Feſus Chrift, wha 
Is the faithfut ꝛuitneſe, and the firſt begatten of 
_ the dead, andthe Prince of the kings of the earth. 
Unto bees that loved us, and waſted us from our 
Nins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and priefts.unte:God and his Father; to him be 
glery and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
And John iii. 16. For God fo. laved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whyſo- 
ever believeth ix him Joanie nat periſh, but have 
Oy life. . 

Improvement. f. In general, from what we 
Hike heard, let us learn to prize and.eſteem the 
- goſpel of the grace of God; and all its divine 
_ ÞAanflitutions of worthip, el re veals and makes 
F novn the manifold wiſdom of God, thro' Jeſus 
CChriſt, in the whole ſcheme, contrivance and 
accompliſhment of the falvation. of Joſt ſinners 
in a manner conſiſtant with the gloxy of all the 
divine perfections. This ſeemed impoſſible 
to our imperfect reaſons and ſhort vicws of 
things; we had deſtroyed. ourſelvas and were 
mot able to raiſe ourſelves out of the ruins of 
our apoſtacy, or deliver our ſouls from ſpiritual 
and eternal death; no creature was able to do 
dt: true, God is n but it is as true that 
He 1s holy and * and therefore luppoling his 
Re OI OO. 


_— 
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mercy never ſo willing to ſave us, will not his 
holineſs his righteouſneſs and truth check thoſe 
for ward inclinations of his goodneſs, and hinder 
all the deſigns of his mercy. Is not ſin contrary 
to the holy nature of God? Hath not he declar- 


ed his innate hatred of it; hath he not threaten- 


ed it with a heavy and dreadful puniſhment, 
and ſaid that the ſoul that Gns ſhall die, and 
that he will by no means acquit or clear the 


guilty ? So that here is a conflict of the attri- 


butes and perfections of God. His mercy pities 
us and would recover us, would open paradiſe 
to us, but there is a flaming ſword that keeps 
us out, the incenſed juſtice of God that muſt 
be ſatisfied, the inviolable truth of God that 
will not alter a word that is gone out of tis 


— 


mouth, or recal the threatning: and the unſpott- 


ed holineſs of God that is irreconcileable to fin 
and muſt diſcountenance. it, and on the other 
hand, if the ſentence of the law take effect there 
could be no room for the exerciſe of the darli 
attributes, mercy and Jove. But the wiſdom o 
God has removed the difficulty, and by a ſur- 
prizing difcovery of the covenant of grace has 
highly magnified his mercy and love to ſinners, 
above all his other works, and manifeſted his 
ſevere and inexorable wrath and hatred againſt 
fin in the ſufferings of his only begotten Son. 


Here mercy and truth meet each other, rigbte- 


_vuſneſs and peace kiſs each ether. This is the 
myſtery that was hidden from ages and genera- 
tions, but is now made manifeſt for the obedi- 
ence of faith; and how fit is it to prepare for a 


communion - Sabbath near approaching, to ſuffer 
« . 
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our thoughts to dwell upon the tender and ſelb- 
moving love of God that looked upon the fons 
of men while the fallen angels were paffed by, 
and parted with his only begotten Son to be the 
Saviour of men? To think om the dying love of 
a dear Redeemer who travelled thr ſweat and 
blood, agonies and wrath, to ſatisfy the offend- 
ed juſtice of God, and repair the -ruined nature 
of man, to renew the correſpondence and inten- 
courſe between God and ns which was broken 
off by fin? In one word, to bring God and man 
to dwell together, in grace and in glory? Let 


ſuch endearing diſcoveries, no where to be found 


but in the goſpel of Chriſt, and the diſpenſation 
of goſpel ordinances, raiſe and enhance your 


value and eſteem of it, which reveals all this to 


us, and bind other ſouls and bodies as living 
ſacrifices to the horns of the altar with the cords 
of love and gratitude...” _ 


* 


© 2. Here we may ſee the e evil of 


1 ſin and the exceeding riches of the love of the 


Father and the Son to ſinners of mankind. 
How deſperately malignant muſt ſin be in it- 


ſelf, and how highly provoking to God, that the 


love of God muſt make its way to man thro” 
: the incarnation of the blood and death of Chriſt 
before we could be redeemed from this dread- 
ful and deadly evil, ſin; that the beloved and 


only Son of God . muſt take on him che 
form of a ſervant, and bleed and die, to anſwer 


the demands of juſtice, and ſet the love of God, 
as it were, at — to diſtribute pardons, and 


«confer divine and ſanctifying influences among 
men, 4 order to reſtore them to the ſavour f 
1 + : N 76 God, 
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and a*meetneſs for cammunion and W 


ſus Chriſt, Rom. iii. 25, 26. 


but, bleſſed Jeſus, ſhall we ever forget thy love, 


made under the law, to redeem. them who were 
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God, and 10 a likeneſs and. conformity to bim 


with him. 

How odious then ſhould all i iniquity appear 
to our eyes, that we may be deeply humbled for 
it, may hzze no more fellowſhip with it, but, | 
may for ever abandon it, and depart from it. 
Methinks communion times, above all other 
ſeaſons, ought to be times of ſorrow and bitter- 
neſs for ſin. | 

And, O how exceeding vlewous andendear-, 
ing aſt that love of the Father and the Son be, 
that would work thro” all this difficulty, and be 
at all this high expence in providing and paying 
down the great ranſon, and placing it to the 
account of poor ſinners; ſo that God is now juſt 
in being the juſtifier of him that believes 1 in Je: 


You. have heard a little of the love of the Fa- 
ther already, in ſending his only. begotten Son, 
into the world, that we might live through him 


in condeſcending to be made of a woman, and. 


under thy law! What honqurs didſt thou part 
with, and what glories didft thou leave behind 
thee, when thou : cameſt into the world in the 
form of a ſervant ? Thou waſt rich, and for our 


ſakes becameſt poor; thau waſt the object of 
the homage and adoration of angels and 5 IJ 
ed Spirits, and yet for our ſakes didit ſubmit ta 3 


bear the rage of devils, and the reproaches and 
utmoſt cruelty of the worſt of men threw thee- 
ante an ago and bloody ſweat. A love to 

us 
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us ſtretched thee upon the croſs, and laid thee 
up in the filent grave, at which the ſun hid his 


face, the rocks rent, the graves opened, and all 
nature trembled and ſhook. O the breadth, and 


length, and depth, and height of this love of 

Chriſt which paſſeth all underſtandigg. Pr 
3. Did God manifeſt his love in ſending his 

Son into the world, that we might have life thro” 


him; let this put us all upon ſerious inquiry, 


whether we are made alive thro' him; are we 
made partakers of this ſaving benefit, or are we 
ſtilljudicially and ſpiritually dead while we live? 
It is ſurely of the higheſt importance to us all 
to buſy ourſelves about this inquiry, at all times; 
for all our religion aud all our happineſs, living 
and dying, depends upon it, but more eſpeci- 
ally, in view of a communion, becauſe your wel- 
come there, as well as your benefit by this goſ- 
pel-feaſt, intirely depends on your being alive 


to God thro? Chriſt. A dead carcaſe at a feaſt 


with men, is a thing no more odious, ſhocking 
and unſuitable, than a judicially and ſpiritually 
dead ſinner is at this ſeaſt with Chriſt at his table. 


Anon this head, briefly 1 would offer you the 


following particulars to aflift you in this in- 
quiry : | we 3 
1. Aſk yourſelves what you ever felt of the 
burden of ſin; were you ever pricked at the heart 
and made to cry out in the anguiſh of your 


ſouls, Men and brethren, what ſhall I do to be 


faved'? Have you any ſaving experience of con- 
feſling, lamenting, deteſting, and abhorring ſin, 


and yourſelves, becauſe of fin, before the Lord, 
when no eye but God ſees you, and imploring 


N. the 


* 


the hrokerithearted, Iſa. Ki. 1. 


your own duties, and to be covered with the glo- 
the only ground of your pardon and acceptance 
with God? Have you feen yourſelves fo vile by 
nature, ſo loaded with actual tranſgreſſions ? Are 
you conſcious of ſuch ſinful defects and imper- 


you cry for a wafhing in the precious blood, 


when you reflett how long you have lived alien- 


forgetting and diſhonouring him and wronging 
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the mercy of the Son of David; in the language 
and ſpirit of the woman of Canaan, Matth. xv. 
27. If it is ſo with you it is a token for good; 

for a ſenſe and feeling of your malady is a ſymp- 
tom of liſe, beſides that Chriſt came to bind up 


2. Aſk yourſelves how you ſtand affected to 
the goſpel- method of ſalvation, acceptance wien 
God thro' the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt: are you cordially willing to be ſtript 
naked as it were of all the pride of nature, of 
your own righteouſneſs, your own ſtrength, 


rious robe of Chriſt's imputed righteoufneſs as 


iections cleaving to your belt duties, as make 


and a covering with the everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, in all your dealings with a holy God? It 
is a token ſor good. Hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs is a ſymptom Mites and: you have 
a promiſe of being filled, Matth. iii. Aſk your- 
ſelves how you ſtand aff ected to Chriſt's rule and 
government? Does it grieve you to the ſoul 


R— 


ated fromthe liſe of God, in a finful-courfe of 


your own ſouls in the ſervice of fatan and your 
own hearts luſts; and do your ſouls breathe af- + 
ter conformity to God in holineſs above all other 


things as * principal ſelicity; and have > 
I | 


Woes. 


ö 
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| cordially conſented ihe reſerve to yield the 
þ +454 of your fouls and the members of your 

odies ſervants of righteouſncſs? It 1s a token 
| for good that you have paſſed ſrom death unto 


life. | 
. Aſk yourſelves what experience you 1 
of friendly Intercourſe and communion with 


God in the immediate duties of worſhip, both 


an public and private. How fland you affected 
to fecret prayer; is it your pleaſure; or dare you 
Hye in the neglect of it? Can you ſay in the 
preſence of him that knoweth all things wtih the 
pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxxili. 28. It rs ſurely good for 
me that I firaw near to God? And have you 
any experience of what he ſays, Pſal. Ixiii. 1-8. 
Oc thou art my Cod, early will I ſeek thee: 
my foul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirſty land where no water 
is: to ſee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have 
feen thee in the ſunctuary. Becauſe thy loving 
kindneſs is better than life : my Tips ſhall praife 


' *Zhee. Thus will 1 bleſs thee, while I live: 1 


will lift up my hands in thy name. My foul ſhall 


be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs; and 


my mouth foul praiſe thee with joyful lips: 


bill remember thee upon my bed, and meditate 
on thee in the night-watchzs. Becauſe thou 


haſt been my help; thereforg, in th: ſhadow of 


thy wings will Irejoice. My „ foul followeth hard 
after thee : thy right hand upholdeth me. It is a 


| Fa for good that your ſpiritual life is advane- 


for there can be no ſuch intercourſe 


. 1 1 a holy God and ſpiritually dead ſonls. | 


| And, finally, aſk yourſelves. 


4. How 


— 
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: 47 How ſtand you” alfethed 1 to the heavenly \ 5 
1 world? Is it the chief deſire of your fouls, and. 
= your final hope to dwell in a ſtate of eveflaſting \ 


nearneſs to God as your chief happineſs, earneſt- \ Þ 
ly deſiring to be clothed upon with: the: houſe | - 
which is from heaven? It is a token for good. 
Theſe lively breathings and longings are a ſure 
ſymptom of ſpiritual lite. begun, and eternal life 
haſting apace, 2 Cor. v. 4, 5,'6. For we'that 
are in this tabernacle do grone, being burdened: 
net for that we would be unclothed, but. clothed 
ufron, that rimortality might be aw 1h > 
of life. Now he that hath 1 1 us for rh {F 
ſelf-ſame thing is Got, who 4 05 hath given unta 
us the earneſt of the Spirit: Therefore we are 
always con dent, knowing, that whilſt we are 
at home in the body, we are a5ſcnt fromthe Lord. 
Thefe are the decihve queſtions which all of 
us ought to be putting to ourſclvez in our moſt 
ſerious moments, efpecially before eommunions, 
on a preparation evening; and ſuffer your con- 
ſcienee to reply honeſtly as in the preſence of 4 
God, which will both ſerve to make our way more 
clear to a communion-table and to underſtand / 
what part of the following more particular ap- 
plication of this ſubject belongs to us. To you / 
then I would addreſs myſelf, . 
1. Who are conſcious to yourſelves that you. 
are going on impenitently, without remorſe O 
fear, fatally ſecure in a courſe oſ ſin, dead in 4 
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2 treſpaſſes and fins, and fo have no experience as 2 
a pyet of life from Chriſt, Beware of touching 
| - thoſe holy things to-morrow; you cannot be 
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welcome: gueits at an rable, Pial. I. 16, 17. 
At 2 out 


- 


= "=o — "oof 4 = f 
at 8 a 56 nd 7 
pl ba * , } 4 1 as at EL!) 5 \# . 
2 + 2 8 #: . 2 2 3 
. CIS * A; 2 > ** 2 = 2 8 > . . = 
T 1 1 2 1 e 
8 n 


— 


Serm. 8 


124 Mr How's: Svlect Sermon. 


But unto the wicked God fatfh, What haſt thou 
0 do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou Spouldy . 
take my covenant in thy mouth? Sceing thou 
hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my words behind 

"*#hee. But; my friends, tho' we cannot bid you 
welcome to the feaſt, yet we have full warrant 
to call you to Chriſt, to call you to throw down 

che weapons of rebellion, to call you to acquaint 

F yourſelves with God;* and be at peace and ſuffer 
me to tell you. honeſtly, that you ſtand on the 
moſt dangerous precipice while you are one mo- 

ment without God and without Chriſl, the next 
moment may finiſh your miſery, and render YOU 
for ever without hope; and in chat cafe,” it 
had been better for you that you had never been 
born. Think it a wonderful, mercy that you 
are thus fairly warned of your danger; it is true, 

= you may poſſibly ſorget and neglect this admo- 
nmition, as you have done many formaly- Brit 
believe it, you may ſleep on and ſorget Nl, but 
| your. damnation ſlumbereth not, and theſe ad- 
monitions are kept en record, and will meet you 
anotker day, at the judgment: cat, in a more 

EE - / dreadful manner. O then be perſuaded tofly 

BE Hfromwrath to come. There is a cityof refuge 
li provided, and the gates of it are ſet wide open 

in the goſpel; while there is liſe there is hope; 
and God is love, and proclaims peace in your 

Hearing, and will you put away ingrateſully the 
offers of his mercy from you; will you: OP 
the war? He is ready to pardon, and will 
the rather harden yourſelves i in your (chellion? 
He is willing to be reconciled and make the 

3 oller, and will you be e 1 bir 
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t of it ſeriouſly, whether you will chooſe to be eon · 

17 quered by his grace, for aſſure yourſelves if ther 1508 
d proves ineffectual, he. will cruſh and daſh you | 
u in pieces, and grind you to powder under the! 
t weight of his iron rod. Be wiſe then, be J 
R 


£d, kiſs ye the Son leſt you periſh from the way. 


t 2. I addreſs myſelf to poer convinced ſouls 
. who are diſcouraged with fears, as if there could 
ebe no pardon or grace for them. My text aß. 
- fords a blefled ground of relief for you, ant 
t opens 4-door of hope for you, how great or mul- 
1 tiplied ſoever your tranfgreſſions have been, thy 
t caſe is not "deſperate, there is riches enow in 
n the love of God, and there is merit in the blootf: 
1 of Chriſt, and chere is power enough in the al- 
4 mighty Spirit of Chriſt for the remiſſion of alt 
- thy ſins, for the ſanctification of thy ſinful na- 
* ture; and all the purpoſes of thy eternal ſalva- 
£ tion, and a free offer of mercy and peace is heli 
— forth in the goſpel to encourage thy. approach 


u unto God thro' Chriſt, to obtain all his mercy. 
£ and grace. Here is ſovereign balm for thy 
y wounded fpirit, a recovering. cordial for thy 
E fainting foul, an everlaſting proviffon for defi- 
n Ferance from the curſe of the law, and from the 
4 power of ſin, and from all thy deſponding fears 
ir and doubts: God is love, and has manifeſted his 
e love in ſending Chriſtz he will freely with him 

£ give all things; and Chriſt i is able to ſave to the- 

u uttermoſt, and they that come to him be will in 
? no 28 caſt out. 4 
e Here is the richeſt conſolation and the 
K A. obligation to thoſe who have obtained: 
— when you are called to comme. 
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morate the love of the Father and-the Son in. 


this great work of redemption, Eſſay to raiſe 
"the powers of your ſouls to the utmoſt pitch of 


gratitude and praiſe; caſt in your mite with the 
redeemed on high, Unto him that loved us and 


'najhed us from our ſins in his own blood. Thou. 
art the bleſſed perſon deſcribed, Pſal. xxxii. 12. 
Thou art paſſed from death unto life and ſhalt 
never come into condemnation, and thou may 


eſt joy in God thro' the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
"whom thou haſt received the atonement. The 


great God, is reconciled to thee by the death of 
his own Son; his juſtice is no longer thy enemy, 


but is become thy friend. to promote thy ſalva- 
tion, for God is Juſt and faithful. to juſtify the 


Faithful believer 1 in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 25 54.26. And 


the love, the tendereſt everlaſting love of the 


Father, is towards thee, to deliver thee from all. 
thy fins and ſorrows,and to make thee complete-. 
"ly happy for ever. O how ſhouldſt thou exalt 
"this free, rich and glorious loye of God thre”: 
hriſt! Look upon thyſelf as redeemed from 
all iniquity that thou mayeſt not ſerve fin, and 
as redeemed to God by the blood of Chriſt, that 
thou mayeſt ever glorify him in thy foul, and. 
in 5 body which are his. Propound this loye 
X God to thyſelf as a pattern and example, and 
lay with the apoſtle, If God. ſo loved me I ought 
to 185 my fellow creatures and my fellow chri- 


i ſtians. Keep the feaſt with the unleavened bread 


of ſincerity; and put on as the eleCt of God. 
 Howels of mercies, Col. iii. 12. And as Nel 
love cannot extend to God ſo as to be beneficial 


— 
* 


2 


— 


neſs, love, and charity to the poor; and repeat 


what you have often done formerly, the cordiat | E | 


dedication of yourſelves, your ſouls and your 


bodies, to his honour and ſervice, in obedience. i 
to the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt,who redeem= 


ed you. at ſo dear a rate. Amen. 
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For we muft all appear before the Judgment: ear 
% Chrift ; that every one may receive tb. 
things dene in his bedy, according to Fre . 'Y 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. .—= 

THESE words of the apoſtle ce lige 
by him as the reaſon why he was fo care 3 
ſul to felfil his miniſtry, and the whole duty of a 3 
goed chriſtian, becauſe there is a day certamty 
coming, wherein every man, in whatever ſtati- 
on of life God has placed him, muſt give an 
account of himſelf to the righteous Judge of all 
the earth, and receive the Juſt recompegſe of 
his actions done in this life, as verſe , 104 
I he words of the text are of infinite import - 
ance to us all; they are plain and eafy ts the 
f underſtanding, and need only to be 0 
4 believed, and attentively cookderedy' to N 
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every communicant to a faithful 1 of 
the vows they profeſſed to make yeſterday, be- 
fore God, angels and men, at the Lord's table ; 
and to ſtir up every one within hearing to a 
ſerious care of their lives and actions, confider- 
ing the ſolemn account they muſt give of them- 
ſelves at Chriſt's impartial tribunal; where the 
firſt thing obfervable, For we muff all appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, is the cer- 
tainty of a judgment-day io come, when all. 
men muſt give an account of their actions to 
God. We muſt appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt; and here many things might be 
adduced to prove that the heathens themfelves, 
by the mere light of nature, without a Bible, 
bad ſome very ſtrange impreſſions of the great 
_ truth delivered in my text, namely, that all: the 
world will one day be conveened before the im- 
partial judgment - ſeat of God, to give an ae - 
count of the deeds done in the body, and to re- 
ceive accoi ding to that they have done, whether. 
it be goed or whether it be bad. 

TI ſhall mention one inſtanee, Acts xxiv. 2 5. 
And as he reaſoned of rightequſneſs, temterance, 
and judgment to ceme, Felex tremblcd, and an- 
fwered, ga thy way for this time; when I have 
à convenient ſeaſen I will, call for thee. Where 
Ou will obſerve, the apoſtle reaſoning on this 


F 3 awful ſubject, he rouſed the fleepy conſcience 


of the Roman governor Felex a heathen, and 
made him to tremble: and theſe terrors of con- 
Vence ariſe from two obvious principles of 
natural light wrote upon the tables of ever 
ö Way s heart, namely, that there is an eflential 
differ- 
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erm. 
difference betwixt good and evil, between righ- 
teouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, between piety and 
impiety, between chaſtity and impurity, be- 
tween ſoberiety and drunkenneſs, or in one 
word, between virtue and vice, which every ra- 
tional mind, that is, every man's conſcience is 
as ſenſible of, as every eye diſtinguiſhes betwixt 
light and darkneſs, and every man's taſte diſtin- 
guiſhes between ſweet and bitter; and upon this 
is founded what we call natural conſcience, 
whoſe motions and admonitions are to every 
man the voice of God, as it were a law within 
him direQing and inciting him to the practice of 


this duty; on the one ſide excuſing him, that is, 
diffuſing through all his mind a quiet peace and 


ſatisfaction in doing his duty, and filling the 


mind with comfortable and chearing hopes of 


the divine approbation and reward, tho men 


* 
9 


ſhould perſecute and puniſh him, even for his 


righteouſneſs? ſake; and on the other fide ac- 


cuſing him, that is, filling his mind with terrors, 


chaſtiſing him with rods of ſcorpions, and whips 
of ſteel, as a heathen called the remorſe and 


laſlies of conſcience wherewith wicked men are 


every now and then tormented. in practice of 


their moſt proſperous gainful unrighteouſneſs, 


and-impiety,and intemperance, arifing from the 


dread of the after-vengeance of an inviſible . 


Judge, notwithſtanding their preſent impunity . 
at the hands af men, Rom. ii. 14, 15. For when 
the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nas ; 


ture the things contained in the lau, thæſe, hav- 
ing not the lau, are a law unto themſelves * 
IWhich ſhew the work of the law written in their 
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hearts, 
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hearts, their conſcience alſe bearing witneſs,and 
their thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elſe 
excuſing one another. 8 

2. This will farther be confirmed from ano- 
ther principle of the light of nature, namely, the 
eſſential goodneſs and righteouſneſs of the di- 
vine nature, and the equity and juſtice of his 
providence and government of the world. 

It is natural to expect that he will bring to 
judgment ſuch of his creatures as are capable of 
being judged, and to reward or puniſh them ac- 
cording to their behaviour which is not done 
here, as indeed the proper ſeaſon of j udgmentis 
not till the time of trial be range we" ; it fol- 
lows neceſſarily chat it muſt be done here- 
aſter. 

That! iniquity ſhall not always triumph as oſt- 


1 en it does here, nor that goodneſs and righte- 


dulneſs ſhall not always be diſcouraged and per- 
ſecuted as it often is here; but that there be a 
das of recompenſe, or as the ſcripture emphati- 
cally calls it, a day of the revelation of the righ- 
teous judgment of God,when God {hall judge che 
rigbteous and the wicked. 

Ibis is the voice of the reaſon and con- 
| ſcience that is within every man: and to confirm 
this great truth by the authority of God tomake 
it ſtill more clearly evident even to the meaneſt 
capacity and to imprint -it upon the minds of 
mankind with greater wcight and force, is one 
great end and deſign of revelation, as in the 
Clear and folemn declaration in my text, and 
Rom. 11. 2-125 But we are ſure that the judg- 
- ment C4 God is according to truth, againft them 
| which 


Vardneſs and impenitent heart, freaſureſt up 


immortality ; eternal life: But unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but 


a 18 commirtey. to the Son the Lord Je- 
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which commit ſuch things. 450 thinkeſt thou 
this, O man, that judgeſi them which do ſuch 
things and doft the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape 

the judgment of God? Or deſpiſeft thou the rich- 
es of his gordneſs, aud forbearance, and long- 
ſufering ; not knowing that the goodneſs of Gd 
leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy 


unto thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wat h, 
and revelation of the righteous judgment God; 

Il ho will render to every man according to his 
deeds: To them, who by patient continuance 
in well. doing, ſeek for 1 and honour, and 


obey unrighteouſneſs.; indignation, and wrath; _ 
Tribulation and anguilh poi every ſoul of man 
that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo f the 
Gentile. But glory, honour, and peace, to eves 
ry man that worketh good, to the Few firſt, and 
alſo to the Gentile, F or there is no reſ/ per Y. Pour 
Sons with God. | 

Here you fee the certainty of this great ervth 
that we mult appear before the judgment. ſeatof 
God. And this leads me on to obſerve to 
you, 

II. That this nds vent ſeat hardy Aich at | 
muſt. appear is called by the apoſtle, The fudg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt. The light of nature teach. 
es us that God ſhall judge the 'wor!d, and the 
revelation, which pe has made o win es | 
us in the goſpel doth confirm to us this great 
truth, and adds, that the adminiſtration of this 
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fus Chriſt, which I might confirm to you from 
many other paſſages of the goſpel-revelation 
but it is fo clearly expreſſed in the text that rt 
would be but taking up your time needleſſy to 
produce more texts to this purpoſe, eſpecially 
Gnce the difference of the perſon judging makes 
not indeed any difference in the rule by which 
we ſhall be judged, but is only a ſignification of 
God's merciful intention towards mankind, that 
he has appointed the ſame perſon to beour judge 
whoſe delights were with the ſons of men before 
the mountains were brought forth, and ere ever 
the foundations of the earth were laid, and who 
in the fulneſs of time condeſcended to take our 
nature and not the nature of angels upon him, 
and to be made ſubject to all our weakneſſes and 
infirmities, and to be fempred in all things, like 
as we are, fin only excepted, and at laft died in 
dur room and ſtead, in order to reconcile us to 
God, and lay us under a powerful conſtraint to 
live to him who died for us; and therefore who 
can from his own feelings and experience have 
TFompaſſion on the ignorant, and thoſe that are 
out of the way, for that he himſelf was alfo com- 
paſſed about with infirmity: And on the other 
fide, the appointment of the Saviour of men to 
be the Judge of men at the ſame time, is an ag- 
gravation of the ingratitude, and the terror of 
preſumptuous and impenitent ſinners to conſi- 
der; and may God awaken all ſuch if any ſuen 
are within heafing, to ecnfider before it be too 
Jate, that the ſame merciful Saviour who gave 

himſelf for them to have redeemed them "oth 
n and hell by his death, and has ſent them fo 
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many gracious invitations to repentance, ſo ma- 
ny Sabbaths, ſo many communions,. ſo many 
faſt days, and preparation and thankſgivimg-days, 
and all with the kind intention of prevailing 
with them to turn from their fins and amend 
their lives, ſhall after all his offers of mercy have 


been deſpiſed, come himſelf with ten thoufand 


of his ſaints to execute judgment; that he him- 


ſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 


the voice of the arch angel and with the trunip 
of God, and ſet his throne for judgment, and 


before him all nations ſhall be gathered, and he, 


ſhall ſeparate between the righteous and the 


wicked, as a ſhepherd ſeparates between the ſheep. 


and the goats, and will then take vengeance 1a 
flaming fire on them that know not God and 
obey not the goſpel of his Son, who will be pu- 
niſhed with an everlaſting deſtruction from the 


preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his power, 
and to be glorified and admired in all them that 


believe and obey the goſpel, whom he will bid 
welcome into the kingdom of his father, prepar- 
ed for them before the foundation of the world; 


and though the particular time when this awful 


day of judgment ſhall be, is for the wiſeſt rea- 
ſons kept a ſecret from us, namely, that every 


day of our lives might be a day of preparation 


for it, and we might always watch and be ready 
for it; this only the ſcripture aſſures, that as a 
inare it ſhall come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth. So that whatever be 


the time of our Lord's coming to judgment, how 


near or far off ſoever, it makes no difference to 


any particular perſon, ſeeing every man's parti 
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cular concern in the judgment of the great day 
depends intirely on the ſtate he himſelf ſhall be 
in at his own death, which time every one may 
be ſure cannot be very far off, and none of us 
know but this night our ſouls may be required 
of us: and therefore every man ought without 
delay, without boaſting of to-morrow, inſtantly 
to prepare ſor it. For to proceed with the DAE 
which is the next thing obſervable here. 

III. That all mankind from the higlieſt to the 
loweſt muſt appear before the lugenene feat of 
Chriſt. e migſt all appear, ſays the apeſtle; 
and if it were a poſſible caſe that all the. world 
could be conveened into one aſſembly, or that 
the voice of a mortal could reach all their ears. 
"The words cf the apoſile here, and thoſe of the 


ſalmiſt, Pſal. xlix. 1, 2. might be addreſſed to 


them all: Fear this; all ye people: give eur, 
"all ye inhabitants of the world: both Iow and 
high, rich and poor together; you muſt all ap- 
pear before tlie judgment- feat of Chrift, that eve- 
ry one, without the exception of one fingle per- 
ſen, may, receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he bath done, whether it be 

ood or bad. Awſulindced, but clear and ex- 
preſs to this purpoſe are, the words of Rev. xx. 
12, 13. And 1 ſaw the dead, matt and great, 
and before Cod, and the becks were, opened : 
and another bob, was. opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of thoſe 
: things which were written in the books, accerd- 
ing to their works. | And the ſea gave iip the 
dead which were in it: and death ard hell delt- 
vered up the ag which were: in them: "they 
7 * 
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they were judged every man according to their 
works. _ f 1 
You ſee the whole world is ranſacked and 
fearched, ſea and land, liſe and death, that none 
may eſcape this judgment; and therefore our 
Lord is ſo often called the judge of the quick, 
that is, of thoſe who ſhall be alive at his com- 
ing, and of the dead, that is, of thoſe who ſhall 
have died before his coming, 1 Cor. xv. 51--55. 
Behold, I ſbew you a myſtery ; we ſhall not all 
Heep, but we fhall all be changed, in a moment, i 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump, 
{for the trumpet ſball ſound, Jand*the dead hall ü 
be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſball be changed. 
For this corruptible muſt put on incorruption, a 
and this mortal muſt put on immortality. So 
when this corruptible ſhall haue put on incor- 
/ rupt ion, and this mortal ſball have put on im- 
mortality, then ſball be brought to paſs the ſays 
ing that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in 
viclory- O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, 
where is thy victory? And Rev. vi. 12----1: 
And lo, there was a great earthquake, and th 
un became black as fackclath of hair, and the - 
moon became as Blood; and the ſtars of beaven | 
Fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree caſteth 
ber untimely figs when fhe is ſhaken of a mighty 
wind. And the heavens departed as a ſcrofl i 
when it is rolled together ; and every mountain 
end ifland were moved aut of their places. And 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
l. be rich men, and the chief of captains, and the 
mighty. men, and every bond man, and every 
Free man, hid themſelves in the dens, and in the 
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rocks of the mountains: and ſaid to the mount= 
ains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 


Ace of bim that fitteth on the throne, and from 


the wrath of the Lamb : for the great day of 


his wrath is come and who ball be able to 
and! Rickes and greatneſs will find no place 


for bribery, and poverty or meanneſs will raiſe 


no falſe compaſſion or pity. Fraud and poli- 


tics will be able to make no evaſion, nor will the 
number of tranſgrefſors awe the judge: but the 
righteous alone thall be exalted in that day, ſhall 
thine in the kingdom of their Father. Which 
leads us to the Jaſt thing oblervable here, 


namely, 6 „ 
IV. That every man ſhall be rewarded or 
puniſhed according to what he has done in 


18, {hall receive the reward of the actions done 
in the body while he was on this earth, in the 
Mate of the union of foul and body. Or every 
man ſhall be accountable at the day of judgment 


for all the actions of his life, and receive the due 
recompenſe of them, which is in other words to 


fay; that this great judgment will be tranſacted 
in riphtcouſneſs, that the judge of the whole 
earth will do what is right, and with equity 
will he judge the nations: and our Saviour 
HimſeK thus defcribes it, Rev. xxii. 12. Behold, 
{ come quickly, and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work ſhall be. 


And molt particular 4s the revelation of God in 
ennumerating the teveral heads of our actions 
that we muſt then render an account of to this 
great Judge; and that the eyes of our judge are 
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as a flame ofi ires taking notice of us now; 2080 


recording them as it were in books to be produce. 
ed and epened at the great day, as you have in 


part heard already. In that day our molt ſecret 


actions, and our very thoughts, as well as what 


we doin the fight of the world, ſhall then be 
brought to open light, Ecclef. xii. 14. A molt 
comfortable thing to the ſincerely pious, the 


ſincerely upright and good, on the one fide, and 
the moſt alarming conſideration in the world to 


rouſe the hypocrite, the painted Phariſee, and 


the dealer in the unfruitful works of darkneſs 
to caſt off theſe works of darkneſs, and all thoſe 
deceitful vails which may deceive their fellow 


men, but cannot . the rightequs judgment 
of God. 4 = 
I bat in that day not only our actions and 
thoughts, but our very words will be a 
in the balance, and we muſt account even for 
them, Matth. xii. 36, 37. But 1 ſay unte y 
that every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they 
Hall give account thereof in the day-of judgment. 
For by thy: words thou fhalt be j uſi n by . 
thy words thou halt be condemned: 


ought to territy men from raſh oaths and ow, I 4 
cious curling and imprecations, profane jeſlss 
upon religion, officious lies and envious calumn- 
nies of their neighbours, on the one fide; and ⁶ä 
encouraging the fearers of God to ſpeak. much 
for God and religion as they have opportunity, 
and to ſpend much of their time in prayer and 
praiſe, and in uſeful and profitable diſcourſe that” i 


may miniſter ed: fication to them that hear us, 
and to avoid the evils gi the tongue juſt now res 
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cited. And finally, that men will then be ac- 
countable for the omiſſions and neglects of their 
__ God and their neighbour, as well 
as for their actua: commiſſions of. fin againſt 
God, and real injuries againit their neighbour. 
Think of this and repent and amend, you 
who negiect to pray to the God of your life in 
fecret, and you who neglect to pray to God in 
your families, who are careful only to inſtrucł 
and hand your children in the buſineſs and em- 
ploymeuts of a preſent world, but neglect to 
train them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, by a religious education, and your 
good example, and prayer to God for them, as 
you vowed for them in their baptiſm. Think 
of this and repent, you who neglect the other 
means of grace; the keeping the Sabbath day 
holy to God, who neglect the public worſhip. of 
God on it, and have no reliſh for the faerament 
oſ the Lord's ſupper, or the duties of faſt- days, 
Preparation and thankfgiving- days. Think of 
this you that pride yourſelves in deſpiſing the 
reprogfs and admonitions, and neglect the wile 
Aice of your patents, and neglect to perform 
the relative duties you owe to your fellow men, 
and eſpecially acts of merey and compaſſion, in 
feeding the hungry, elcthing the naked, vifiting 
and miniſtering to the neceſſities of the tick and 
the miferable, according to your duties. And 
on the other fide, this ought to eſtabliſh the 
hearts of the fearers of God, in a conſcientious 
punctuality of the duties of religion they owe. 
$5 God, and the duties of righteoufneſs and 
mere) they owe their neighbour 2 _ 
; ; cat 
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| e there in an inſinuation 3 in the 


bis rewards to the degrees of the good or evil 


ſeckion, to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always 


in this world, that in the next our happineſs may 


can merit everlaſting life, and when we have 
done all we muſt own we are but unprofitable 


| femarkable by their wilful and daring. ptovocati- 


* 


manner of the apoſtle's words in the text, that 
the righteous Judge in that day will proportion 
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which we have done in the body... We ſhall 
then receive according to the things done in the 
body; that is, that good. men ſhall receive in 
proportion to the degrees of. their, holineſs and 
obedience of their ſervices: and ſufferings for 
God, and the wicked ſhall be puniſhed more or 
teſs, according to the degrees and e 
of their ſins. \ 

And this is a mighty argument to good men 
to grow in grace, to preſs forward towards per- 


abounding i in the work of the Lord, for as much 
as their labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: 

Let us then preſs aſter the higheſt degrees of 
holineſs, and endeavour: to be as good as we can 


be the greater. And tho? no degree of hol! 


ſervants, yet we ſerve a good maſter who will 
eonfider every-thing we: do for him, and hag 
promiſed: to ſet the brighteſt and moſt glorious 
erowns upon the heads = thoſe who have been 
eminent for holineſs and uſefulneſs in this world. 

And on the other ſide, this laſt conſideration 
might be matter of great terror to notorious 
ſinners; for if the wages of every Teanſgrel 
be death, what dreadful aggrayated judgments 
await thoſe who render themſelves in the body 
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ons againſt heaven? Sure then they muſt ſink 
the deeper into miſery and torment. Ms 
I give 2 the application of the whole in the 
words of your Bible, 2 Pet. iii. 3.18. There 
fhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after 
their own luſts, and ſaying, Where is the pro- 
miſe of his coming? for, fince the fathers fell 
aſleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation. For this they 
willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were old, and the earth ſtand- 
ing out of the water and in the water: where- 
by the world that then was, being overflowe 
E with water, periſhed. But the heavens and the 
E earth which are now by the fame word kept 
m flore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day of 
Judgment, and perdition of ungadly men. But, 
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that 
ene day is with the Lord as a thouſand years, 
and a thouſand years as oe day. The Lord' is 
not Hach concerning his promiſe, (as fome men 
count flackneſs, ) but is long-ſuffering tous ward, 
nat willing that any ſhould periſb but that all 
fhould come to repentance. But the day of the 
b Eord will come as a thief in the night ; in the 
= . which the heavens ſhallpaſs away, with a great 
F . noiſe, and the elements. ſhall melt withfervent 
heat, the earth alſo and the works that are there- 
in ſhall be burnt up. Seeing then that all tneſe 
things ſhall be diſſplued, what manner of perſons 
onght ye to be in all holy converſation and god. 
lineſs, looking for and hafting unto the coming of 
the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
Are ſball be diſſolved, and the elements will melt 
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with fervent heat? Nevertheleſs we, accord- 
4ng to his promiſe, loo for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. 
Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing that ye look for ſuch 


things, be ailigent that ye may be found of him 


mm peace, without ſpot, ani blamelefs : aud ac- 
count that the long-ſuffering of aur Lord is ſab 


wation : even as our beloved brother Paul alfa, 


ncoording unto the wiſdom given unto him, chath 
avritten unto you; as alſo in all his epiſiles, 


' Speaking in them of theſe things: in which are 


ſome things hard to be under ſtood, which they 


do alſo the other ſcriptures, unto their own de- 
ruction. Ye therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know 


theſe things before, beware leſt ye aljo, being 


led away with the errer of the wicked.fallfrom 
yaur own ſtedfaſtneſt. But grow in grace, an 

in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fee 
Sus Chriſt. To him be glory both now and for 


ever. Amen. And Mark xiii. 32, 33. But of 


that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not 


the angels which are in heaven, neither the Song 


but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: 


Luke xxi. 34, 35» 36. Take heed to yourſelves, 
leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged with 
furfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares of this 


life, and ſo that day come upon you unawares. 


For as a ſnare ſhall it come on all them that dwell 


en the face of the wholecarth. Watch ye there- 
Fore, and pray always, that ye may be account= 


ed worthy ts eſcape all theſe things that ſba 


_ rome to paſs, end to ſtand before the Son of ma 4 


13 


that are unlearned and unftable wreſt, as they 3 


For you know not when the time is. And 
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I cloſe with one direction, namely, That you 


earneſtly pray to God in the name of Chriſt to 
imprint theſe truths on your minds, and toexcite 
vou to timely preparation for this awful day ef 
the Lord; with an aſſurance that if you ſincere- 
Jy aſk his holy Spirit to do this for you, he is 
willing to beſtow him upon you to enable you 
to do the duty and bear the trials of your chri- 
ſtian work and warfare, and to keep you blamleſs 
to aue ene of Chriſt. 


SERMON 


SERMON X. 
Methlick, Oober 27, 1745. 


| Fxckieliz- 4. 


_ the Lord ſaid unto him, Go thro the midſt 
of the city, thro the midſt of Feruſalem, and | 
ſet a mark upon the foreheads of the men that | 
figh, and that cry for all the abominations | 
that be dons in the midſt thereof. ; 


HE context, which you may ni 5 
your leiſure, gives an account of the 
watchful providence and tender mercy of Al- 
mighty God towards his faithful and penitent 
remnant in the times of thoſe public calamities 
which he ſent for the puniſhment of the nation 
al and perſonal crimes of the people of the Jews. 
Theſe things, chriſtians, are written for our 
admonition and inſtruction, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come. I; 
Every rod of God, every afflition whith he 
ſends for the correction of a nation or perſon, 
Hath a voice in it, a voice which doth not only, 
ſpeak to the ſufferers but to the ſpeQators alſo, 
and that voice is no other than this, Repent ot 9 
thy fins, and prevent thine own ruin. | 
þ are aſſured that the goodneſs of God is 
ſo great, that we had never known affliction but a 
for our Fang that the Father of our ſpirits never- 43 
O corrects 
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corrects willingly, nor grieves the children of 
men by his ſevere chaſtiſements but to brin 
them to repentance for their ſins, to make thet 
pattakers of his holineſs, and thereby prever 
their greater miſery. My text ſhews the blefl- 
ed God in the moft amiable light, as inexorable 
to none but the finally impenitent, who will 
neither be reclaimed by his mercies nor his 
- judgments, as marking out every humble, 
weeping penitent for mercy, pulling them as 
brands out of the burning, ſcreening them from 
the miſeries and plagues which the impenitent 
were bringing down upon their own heads, put- 
ting a difference between him that feared God, 
and him that feared him not, and 'tis abundant 
mercy to all aſter ages, recording this as an in- 
Kite ment to us, and to all the ſons of men, to 
Prevent our own final ruin and miſery,by flying 
to the wings of divine proteCtion in times of pu- 
blic miſery, which will be ever ſpread over thoſe 
men who ſigh and cry for all the abominations 
that are commuted in that Jand or in that city 
which provoke God Almighty to inflict his 
Judgments upon it, And has nct the courſe of 
divine providence tcwards us in theſe lands for 
Jome- years now back been evidently ſuch, that 
we may all read the tokens of his diſpleaſure 
againſt us by the manner of his dealing with us? 
Shall I here recount the diſtreſſes and miſe- 
ries which have fallen upon the Janded part of 
our country by means of the croſs ſeaſons we 
Have had fince the year 1740. wherein tenants 
and miniſters have had their cam are? 
Or ſhall I bring to your remembrance how much 
p | 5 | Our 
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our trade has ſuffered, and what hardſhips not 
only our merchants, but you yourſelves, in the 
matter of your manufactures, fince the com- 
mencement of our foreign war, or tell you how 
much of the beft blood in the nation has been 
ſpilt in America and in the continent of Europe, 
and how much of our treaſure has been waſted 
in the courſe of it: but now, chriſtians, when 
we might have been looking for peace abroad 
and at home, a more dreadful evil it ſtill befallen 
us, and the flames of a civil and inteſtine war 
is kindled among us, and threatens a deluge of 
miſery to our poor native country. 1 8 
War in any caſe is a dreadſul thing, and one 
of God Almighty's rods where with he chaſtiſes 
the nations of the earth for their ſins, and car- 
ries horror and miſery along with it z but of 
any, civil wars are the moſt dreadful. There 
are many inſtances, father riſes up againſt ſon, 
andſon againſt father; brother againſt brother, 
kinſman againſt kinſman, neighhour againſt 
neighbour. Whoever fall on either fide, it is 
ſtill countrymen, and ſo the ſtrength of the na- 
tion is waſted; it is our own fleſh and our w]. 
blood, our own countrymen that we cut down 
kill and conquer. The number of the father- * I 
leſs, of the widows, of the childleſs are but in- 
creaſed among ourſelves :" it is our own cities, 
our own villages which are burnt down and 
Plundered. And then, my friends, whey the 
4 terrors of the field are over, which uſually end 
: the miſeries of a foreign war, in the caſe of a 
f civil war the greateſt miſeries do as it were then 
begin. Whoever proves victorious then are 
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created the courts of juſtice, and then comes on 
all the train of baniſhments, forfeitures, execu- 
tions, impriſonments; and yet, chriitians,. to 
this miſerable plight has our ſins reduced us, 
and methinks nothing is a more ſad preſage of 


greater calamities yet to befal us, than that we 


have hitherto been ſo little reformed by theſe 
loud and thick vollies of judgments which have 
already been thundered out againſt us. O that 
God himſelf may awaken all ranks and degrees 
of men among us, to- repent agd amend their 
ways and their doings, that our iniquities do 
not provoke God almighty to make a full end of 
us. Let us then be perſuaded to caſt in our lot 


with thoſe Gghers and mourners for the abomi- 


nations that be amongſt us, that our protection 
and happineſs may be placed beyond the reach 
of all the events of time. And for this end, ſuf- 
fer me, 1. To defcribe the character in the text. 
And, 2. To deſcribe his happineſs. - And when 


I have done that I ſhall conclude with ſome im- 


provement.  _ 5 F 
I. I would explain the character in the text: 
Fhe men that ſigh and cry for all the abomina- 


tions that are done in the midſt of the land. 


1. They ſigh and cry for their own fins; and 
the reaſon is plain, becauſe if there be any man 


that is not conſcious to himſelf that ever he of- 


fended and provoked God, that man may have 
leave to lay all the fault of God's judgments on 


others. But, chriſtians, who among us can ſay 
tbat our hands and our hearts are pure before 


our maker? God forbid that ſuch a proud and 


preſumptuous conceit ſhould ever enter into our 
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perſons humble themſelves, and mourn for their 


the God that made us, by neglecting to pray 1 


if ever we were accquainted witt the former part 


ble, but we muſt be aff ted with the general ñ⁶ſ 
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hearts. No, my good friends, all and every one 
of us have by our fins contributed our ſhare to 
provoke our molt gracious God to vititzus with 
the tokens of his diſpleaſure, and to pour down 
his judgments on the land wherein we live, and 
therefore we muſt and ought to begin with 8 
mourning for our own fins. Hence you read 
that Solomon, in that admirable prayer of his at 
the dedication of the temple, t Kings viii. 37. 
41. plain;y intimates to us, that in caſe of a pubs - 
tic calamity, ſnct as, ſword er famine, we can 
took for no eaſe of our Atſtreſs, till particular 


own perſonal fins, and the plagues of their own 
hearts. 25 (7, Yb . 1 
Have we or any of us chen, been forgettors f 


to him in ſecret, and in families, have we beets 
blaſphemers of his holy name, and cuſtomary - i 
fwearers by it? Have we been ſabbath breakers, 
and malicious envyers, and haters of our neigh« = 
bours, have we been unclear or impure perſons, 
have we been lyars, and cheats, and drunkards? 
O then begin with ſighing, and crying, for 
your owr! abominations f beg God's mercy an 
pardon for Chriſt's ſake, and refolve througi» i 
grace wherein you have done iniquity, you will wx 
do ſo no more, Ia. i. 16. i 

2. Theſe mourners ſigh and cry for the ius 
andabominatious of others; and my good friend. 


of the deſcription, That is, of mourning in ſe= i 
eret before God, for our own fins, tis impoſſi- 
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privalence of iniquity and vice, which hath over - 
ſpread the whole nation, and diffuſed itſelf thro” 
all ranks, and in part affected the high and the 
low, the rich and the poor, paſtors and people; 
nor have any, of whatever denomination, reaſon to 
think that God almighty will put a ſtop to our 
public calamities, till they produce ſome good 
effects in the reformation of the lives and con- 
verſations of all degrees of men among us; but 
an the other hand, we have the juſteſt reaſon to. 
fear that if we be not reformed by all theſe ter- 
rible things which we have ſeen 1 felt theſe 
few years back, and do yet ſee and feel, God 
will puniſh us yet ſeven times worſe for our ſins: 


jf we ſtill perſiſt in our atheiſm, our infidelity, 


our prophaneneſs, our contempt of God and 


4H 4 his worſhip, in our abominable luſts and impiety, 


what can we look for but greater judgments, 
and a more hery indignation to conſume. us? 


C 7 How: juſtly. may it be ſaid of us, Iſa. i. TY 


Ab finful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 


* &-ſeedof evil doers, children that are corrupters + 


they have forſaken the Lord, they have provoked + 
che holy one of 1ſracl unto anger, they, are gone 


—— away.backward. And ch, that God may raiſe - 


up many mourners, among us, who may. ſigh 


ga and cry for their own-.fins, for the crying fins - 


that are to be found in the ſkirts.. of too too 
many among-all-ranks and orders of men, in. 
the midſt of us, ſuch a mourner was Jeremiah 
among his countrymen the Jews, chap. xiii. 17. 
Such a mourner was Daniel, chap. ix. 5, 6, 7. 
. mourners were Ezra, and Nehemiah, read 
ix, chapters of their Fw and ſuch mourners 
Nee 
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were the faithful few- deſcribed, in my text.. 
And this leads me next to deſcribe their happi?“? 
neſs, which. was the-fecond general head pro-- 
poſed: cies Frog 1 
II. Seta mark upon them: which ſignifies 
God almighty's watchful care over them, in the 
times of the greateſt public calamity and diſtreſs, 
and may include in it, 1. That to them that 
ſigh and cry, for their own, and the abominati- 
ons of a land that is brought into miſery and diſ- 
treſs; to them I ſay, belong the promiſes of di- 
vine protection and deliverance: There are 
three dreadful judgments wherewitk God al- 
mighty threatens to viſit the nations of the earth 
for their fins; there is the famine, the peſtilenee 1 YN 
and the ſword, and there is every thing-dread-. 


ful denounced agamſt all and ſundry, in what- 


ever nation God ſends any one of theſe judgs - k 
ments, excepting. only the mourners, . and the. i 
penitent, which ſhall be found among them. inn; 
regard to the famine, Pſal. xxxvii. 18, 19. and 
Iſa. xxxiii. 15, 16. In regard to the peſtilence, | 
read their comfort, Pſal. xci. 6-11. And in re- 
gard to the ſword, nothing can be clearer than 
the whole chapter wherein my text lies. I might 
add on this head that Noah was the alone mour- 
ner in all the old world, he feared God and 
Prepares: an ark: and God almighty. preſerved 

him from the. deluge that drowned a whole 
world of wretched men, ſo was Lot a mourner: 

in Sodom; and he was warned. to ſave. himſelf - 
and his family; and the mourners in my text+ 
have a mark ſet upon them, hence the penitent- 4 
in all ages, and. in the-worlt of times may draw. | 
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no ſmall hope from theſe great deliverances, 
and theſe inſtances of the divine care, whoſe 


fears, and tears, and Torrows, ſor their own fins, 


and the abominations of thoſe they lived among, 
hare been rewarded even in this world by 
their prefervation till the divine anger has over- 
paſt, and better times have been reſtored, 
Ux 1x vr. ieee (© | 3 

2. For illuſtrating the happineſs of thoſe 
that ſigh and cry, for their own fins, and the 


fins of others, I would, 2.Obferve that tho'God's 
. providence does ſometimes remarkably in- 


terpoſe even for the temporal preſervation of his 
faithful mourners in times of public calamity 


as you have heard, yet it is not always ſo. Many 
times judgment begins at the houſe of God ir- 


felf, and common calamities are fuffered to over- 
whelm the righteous with the wicked. But in 
this cafe, which is the worſt can be put, bleſſed 
are the mourners, bleſſed are they that have been 
ſighing and crying for their own fins, and the 
fins of others: they ſhall be comforted with the 


Conſolations of God which are not ſmall, even 


when outward ſtrokes fall heavy upon them, Iſa. 


- Ivii. 15. And, my good friends, how does it 
lighten and eaſe the heavieſt outward trouble, 


to have the burden of guilt taken off the mind? 
To have the humble hope of peace with God 
thro? Chriſt; and feet within ourſelves from the 
confortable reflection of our own minds, that we 
have been mourners for our own fins, and mour- 
ners for and not partakers in the ſins of others. 
This is a firm ground, not only of patience, but 
of jop and rejoicing too; in the ſadeſt and moſt 
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diſmal circumſtances that can affect our out ward 
condition, Hab. ili. 17, 18. and 2 Cor i. 12. 
And tho' this part of the happineſs of God's 


mourners is better felt by far than it is poſſible 5 


to make words of it to others: yet to illuſtrate it 


further, ſuffer me to contraſt it with the ſad caſe 
of thoſe in the times of public calamity, who 
inſtead of having been mourners for their ſins, 
have been living in a courſe of contemꝑt of God 
and diſobedience to his laws. Saul is a ſad pic- 
ture of the double miſery of ſuch, 1 Sam. xxviii. 
15. But I proceed to obſerve, 

3. For illuſtrating the happineſs of che peni- 
tent and humble mourners. That however it 


fare with them in this world, for certain at death © 


ſuch a ſcene of joys for evermore, and comfort 


without end will open to their view, as will 
Turprize them, and make them forget all their 


ſorrows. Then to the full ſhall they have beauty © 


for aſhes, the oil of joy for the ſpirit of heavineſs, 
and the garment of praiſe for mourning, Ifa. Ixi. 


3. Then God himſelf ſhall wipe away all tears. 


from their eyes, and their ſorrow and ſighing 
{hall ceaſe for ever and ever, Rev. xxi. 4. and 
Axii. 3. Thus with what triumph and elivation. 
of ſoul doth the bleſſed apoſtle Paul({who had many 
a mournful day on earth for his own fins, and 
often wept for the fins of others) go through 


many a ſharp trial and toilſome labour? Iay,. | 


how did. he exert and lift up his head for joy, 


when he knew that the time of his diſolution 


drew nigh; tho” it was a violent death he had 
in view to undergo? 2 Tim. iv. 6--9. But the 


un godly, the impenitent, the ee mourn- 


ing: K 
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But if that will not prevail with thee, oh ponder, 
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ing for fin are not ſo. Death is the moſt dread- 
ful thing in nature to a wicked man; then all evils 
aſſail him at once, pains without, and terrors 
within, a weak body, and a greatly terrified 
mind, death ready to ſtrike the laſt ſtroke, and 
hell open to receive him. | 

The application of the whole yet remains, and 
as I have the whole diſcourſe in as practical and 
plain a ſtrain as poſſible, fo as life and death hath 


been ſet before us already: let me call upon all 


within hearing, to fearch ourfelves, each for 
himſelf, whether we are of the number of theſe 


humble penitents already deſcribed, and as we 


have cauſe to look upon ourſelves of that char- 


a aCteror otherwifewe have heard already, whether 


happineſs or miſery, living or dying, are like to 
be our portion; and oh that thoſe who are con- 
ſcious to themſelves, that inſtead of mourning 
For their own fins and the fins of others which 
have provoked God toſendthe tokens of his anger 


upon our country, are groſsly guilty to them- 


felves of living in the known and wilful tranſ- 
greſfion of God's laws without remorſe or fear. 


Od, that ſuch, if any ſuch are within hearing, 


would be perſvaded for their own ſouls ſake, 


and for the poor country's fake, to go home and 


fit down in ſoberneſs, ſadnefs, and think what 
the end of a wicked life will certainly be: ah 
ſinners, God almighty has a thoufand arrows 
in his quiver, and if he let but one of them fly 
at thee, he is able to ſet thee up as a Magor miſ- 
abib, a terror to thyſelf, and all round about thee 
even in this world. | 
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2 death day, and a judgment day that is acom- 
ing, and thou knoweſt not how ſoon it may be 
upon thee, and a dreadful day it will be to the 


impenitent. Conſider this and be afraid ye tat 
forget God; join trembling, mingle mourning J 


with your mirth, turn at God's reproof, break 
off thy ſins by repentance, and thus prevent 
thy own ruin! On the other fide, let every 
humble penitent ſoul read their happineſs in my 
text, and rejoice in it. v5 
Tho! you weep and are ſorrowful for your 
own fins and the fins of others, this is that ſad- 
neſs of the countenance by which the heart is, 
made better. Thus you ſhall have protec- 
tion in the day of public calamities as far as God 
ſhall ſee it for his glory and your good, and for 
certain you ſhall have joys, that ſtrangers do not 
intermeddle with, and which the world cannot 
take from you, to mingle with your tears on 
| earth; and ſhortly you ſhall reap a harveſt of joys * 
| that ſhall never end, and drink of the waters of "i 
pleaſures that are at God's right hand for ever | 
more. I cloſe all with a few advices. 
1. Let us all humble ourſelves before the God 3 
whom we have provoked by our fins to inflict 
rods and judgments -on the land wherein we 
live: we have among other fins abuſed dur goſ- 
pel light, we have abuſed our long continued 
time of peace and tranquillity, we have abuſed 
our plenty, and we have abuſed our civil liberty, 
and God is tbreatning us with the loſs of them 
all at once, and an unfeigned repentance for our 
_ fins is the only way to eſcape threatned qudg- 
ments. Heathen Niniveh prevented their ruin 
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by a timely repentance, Jonah iii. iv. chapters, 
and our moſt gracious God is ſtill ready to re- 
prive and pardon penitent ſinners. © 

2. Follow the good example ſet you by thoſe 
fincere mourners whoſe lot fell in evil days, as 
ours has; days of great wickedneſs, and days of 
threatned and impending judgments, I mean 
humble and earneſt prayer and ſupplication to 
the Father of mercies, in the name of Chriſt, by 
prayer and interceſſion with God. . Moſes alone 
prevented the utter ruin of the whole nation of 
Ixrael, Exod. xxxii. and 1 Kings xvii. xvii. Eli- 


? jah by prayer both ſhut and opened heaven! Im- 


* 
1 
9 
i 
; 


plore mercy to yourſelves, protection to your 
families; implore the forgiveneſs of the ſins of 
the land for the ſake of the Lamb of God who 
takes away the fins of the world; and beg that 
God would ſcatter theſe clouds of wrath that are 
gathering, and hovering over our guilty heads, 
and threatning us with a deluge of miſery, of 
woe, of blood: and that he would preſerve to 
us our holy religion, and our happy civil conſti- 
tution, and tranſmit'them to lateſt poſterity! 
That he would deliver us and them from popery 
and tyranny, and put an end to the infidelity, 
and immoralities of the age and nation. 

3. Let us follow our prayers and our tears 
with ſincere endeavours to reform and amend 
our hearts and our lives. Ah, let the drunkards 
learn to be ſober, and the unclean perſon become 
chaſte, let the liar begin to ſpeak the truth to 
his neighbour, and the prophane ſwearer to fear 
an oath, let the Sabbath - breaker ſanctify God's 
Sabbaths and the prayerleſs perſons and families 
N 3. as 2 worſhip 
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worſhip the God in ſecret that made and pre- 
ferves them, their children and fervants; let 
the hater and the injurer of his neighbour who 
dwells ſafely by him, purge his heart of the leaven 
of malice and envy, and love his neighbour as 
himſelf: and in a word, let the language of all 


our hearts, and of all our lives be, As it is meet 


unto God, we have born chaſtiſement z we will 
not offend any more : what we know not may 
God teach us, and wherein we have done iniqi- 
ty we will do ſo no more, 


In that cafe we may look for a reſtoring of i 


our breaches, and a tengthening out of our tran» 
quillity; yea, and forthe mercy of the Lord Je- 
ſus, even toour eternal ſalvation; which, God of 
his infinite mercy grant; for Jeſus ſake. Amen. 
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ti the” laft day, that great day of the feaft, Fes? © 
- ſus flood and cried, ſaying, If any-man l. 
let him come unto me, and drink; 1 


ESE words were Holds bleſſed © A 
Saviour during the feaſt of tabernacles, : 
which was one of the three great feſtivals of tie 
Jewiſh church, when all the males in Iſrael were 
appointed to appear before God, Lev. xxiii. 34. 
Gn the laſt day of the feaſt, the people who hack 
dwelt for the ſpace of ſeven days before in tents 
made up of the green branches of trees, were 
commanded to aſſemble before the Lord; all ſer- i 
vile work was prohibited, and an offering made 
by fire was to be offered unto the Lord. On this” 
great day of the feaſt whieh brought all the peo- 
ple together, our Lord takes! occaſion of that 


to them, as the end of all their ſacrifices andtys 2 
pical worſhip,” and as one equal to al he 

wants and wiſhes of ſinful, guilty, and BAGS | 1 

0D creatures. On this laſt and great day of 
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the feaſt, it was uſual to offer up water unto God, 


which was drawn out of the pool of Siloam and 


brought into the temple with the ſoundofa trum 
pet, while they were ſaerificing, uſingtheſe words, 
With joy ſball ye draw water 6ut of the wells 
ef ſalvatian. Poſſibly our Lord had an eye to 
this ſarourite cuſtom, and in the inſtant of its 
being done, he proclaimed with a loud voice, he 


ſtood up and cried to the people, that they would 


apply to him the fountain of living waters, for 
that abundance of graee, and. of the free giſt of 
righteouſneſs which he had tobeſtow, readily and 
freely, to every ſinful man and woman that felt 
a need of them, and without which they muſt. 
periſh in their ſins. . 
The words of my text in this light are a mor- 

ing deſeription of the grace of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, ond his good will to men. They ſhow: 


his thorough knowledge of our wants as we are 
finners, and his kind inclination and full ability 
to ſupplythem, { Jeſusſtoad and cried and there- 
fore call for our moſt attentive eonſideration and 


regard on this ſolemn occaſion, when we are aſ- 


ſembled in his name to celebrate the memorial 
of his death in the holy ſupper. All I intend 
from: them, ſhall be in a dependence on divine 
aid, 1. To offer you a few obſervations for ex- 
plaining the meaning of them, and 2. To de- 
duce ſome practical inferences from them, ſuit- 
ed to the occaſion of our being together at this 


Obſerue, I. Our Saviour Jeſus makes an of- 


fer of himſelf in the text to ſinners of mankind 
in his full character, I any thirſt, let him come 
= £ * | | "my 
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to me, and drink. This obſervation is founded- 
upon the circumſtances of the time and plage- 
when our Lord ſtood and cried in theſe wo 2 8 
at that inſtant the people were worſhipping be- 
fore the Lord whom they had offended, while 
an offering made by fire as an expiatory ſacri- 
fice was burning: on- God's altar: as if the Lord. 
had ſaid, Theſe burnt · offerings which are called 
ſacrifiees of expiation- and atonement, have no 
virtue but what is derived to them, from me the 
Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world; 
Lam that great propitiation for ſin. which God 
hath appointed, which Godhatkiſet forth, which 
God hath accepted: it is not poſſible that the” 
blood of bulls and of goats cau take away finz 
That is, releaſe the ſinner from the curſe — 4 
death due to his tranſgreſſion; but 1 came 
hither in this body prepared for me to offer my- 
ſelf a ſin- offering, who knew no ſin, in your room, i 
who are born in ſin, and to this day have mul= 
tiplied your tranſgreſſions, to throw myſelf into.” ⁶ 
thoſe flames of wrath which would have conſum- 2 
ed you, to bear your {ins in my own body upon 
the tree, that you might be- abſolved from the 
guilt and delivered from the puniſhment of all 
your ſins, that vou might be accepted of Ge -Y 
and he no longer aliens and enemies under a. YI 
curſe; but brought nigh by the blood of my croſs, 


a8 reconciled friends and favourites of heaven * 3 


in me there is redemption through my 2 
even the-forgiveneſs of ſins: if any of you are 
mourning and bowed down under a ſenſe of de | 
guilt of your fins and the fears of threatned con- YA 4 
ys ng let him come to 1 1 ſtand ſtrettc kx 
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ing forth my hands full of pardons for rebel 
finners that are penitent: And, my chriftian/ 
friends, are there none here to day feeling their 
need of this complete Saviour in this branch of 
* his character, namely, The great Propitiatory 
ſacrifice for the fins of the world; none here to 
day weary and heavy laden, having no reſt in 
their fleſh nor eaſe in their bones becauſe of their 
fooliſhneſs, and from an apprehenſion that God's. 
wrath is gone out againſt them, oppreſſed and- 
bowed down; with the prodigal fears and: con- 
feſſes, Father, F have finned, -and am no more- 
_ worthy to be called thy fon; and with the pub- 
_ lican, ſmiting on their breaſts, ſtanding afar off 
as unworthy to lift up their faces to God in the 
heavens, becauſe their great tranſgreſſions are 
gone over their heads as a heavy burden, and 
their treſpafſes have reached unto the heavens,. 
ſo that your moiſture is turned into the drought. 
ſummer? to you does our bleſſed Saviour make- 


we offer of himſelf, to you does he open a door 


of hope, to you does he conſecrate a new, a living: 


= "way. of acceſs, of peace and reconciliation thro” 


the rending the vail f bis fleſh, and this day, 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: is ſet before your eyes as 
crucified, that you may flee to his wounds for 


i 4 2 ind peace with he God whom you have 


ded. Lord, give you grace to improve ſo 
precious a ſeaſon; and chearfully. obey. fo affe c- 
tionate a Fall. 
But further, at the time when our ſtood 
and cried in the words of my text, the wople 
were bringing water with the ſound of trum- 
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Lord; and our Lord exhibits himſelf as autho- 
riſed and fully qualified to clear away the moral 
defilement wherewith ſinners are ſtained and 
corrupted, as the end of all their outward and ty- 
pical waſhings of water that were performed: 
under the law; as if he had ſaid, This water 4 
that is brought before the Lord, and offered with: } . 
all this ſolemnity, and which is fo great and 
neceſſary a bleſſing in itſelf, can but waſh away ; 
the filth of the fleſh, can but nouriſh and ſatis- 
ty the calls of a periſhing life; what it does to 
the body is but an emblem of what F can do for : 
your ſouls; therefore, if any man thirſt, let bim 
come to me this day, and he ſ-11 be ſatisfied to 
his experience, Ezek: xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. I am 
called Jeſus becauſe I ſave my people that come 
unto me (by the pure precepts of my word, by the 
awful threatnings and alluring promiſes Of my. 1 
goſpel). from their fins: Fam come to putify the 
unholy as well as to juſtify the ungodly. And you 
will obſerve the evangeliſt takes notice of this in 
what follows, ver. 39. This he ſpake of the ſpi- 
rit, which they that come to him, that i he Who, 
believe on him ſhould receive. 
And.my chriftian friends, are there none here- 0 
to day fecling their need of this complete Savi-- 
our in 70008 branch of his eee, are there : 


24. 3 man or woman . 7 am, 305 
ftall deliver me from this Body en and death? 
Are there none mqurning over Meir captixe ſtate :. bt 
their fetters wherein t held to'fin, and. AY 
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the weakneſs of their own ſtrength, the preva- 


lence of temptation to that degree that they are 
ready to fink into deſpondency, and ſay; Ah, the 


Ethiopian can ſooner change his ſein, and the 


leopard his fpots, than I-who am accuſtomed:to 
do evil can rene my nature, and bring my back- 
ward heart to the love and practice of my duty. 
To you, and to each one of you, that are thus 
hungring and thirſting after righteouſnefs, after 


conformity to the precepts and pattern of Jeſus, 


is the compaſſhonate Redeemer of men addreſ- 
fing himſelf, Let him come to me, and drink. 
The law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus 


can make you free from the law of fin and death; 


and he commands you, and authorifeth you this 
day, fo aſt that you- may receive; torſeek*that. 
you may find, to knock-that it may be opened to 
you : he aſſures you, that your heavenly Father 
is more willing to beſtow-the - holy Spirit upon 
the ſoul that feels a need of his renewing and 
ſanctifying operations, than ever you or the moſt. 
tender parent on earth was willing to give bread 
to in child when he cried to him, Luke 
C ow many diſeaſed ſouls: and bodies 

of men and woman did this almighty: and com- 
paſſionate Phyſician heal when be tabernacled 
among men in the days of his fleſh ; aadhis power, 
an- ſkill, and tenderneſs, are the ſame to-day, 
eſterday and for ever: turn then at his reproof, 
behold he is ready to pour our his ſpirit upon 
you, and to make known his words to you; theſe 
precepts, theſe promiſes, this example accom- 
panied by the divine efficacy of his Spirit doth 
zecompliſh the rod of his firengtb; the day 0 
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5 * power males the willing come to 1 the 

b beauties of holineſs, can ſubdue the ſtouteſt ſi nner- | 
- to his obedience z his word and ſpirit is able ta- '- 
e gquicken us who are by nature dead in treſpaſſes Y 
J and ſins, and form the divine nature, as the apoſtle 4 3 
* 


calls-tt, 2 Pet. i. 4. the godly diſp oſit ion of 
. mind, and make us faithful in all He chriſtian- 
_ . graces and virtues, of faith, and knowledge, 
, and temperance, and patienee, and godlineſs, 
5 and brotherly kindneſs, and charity: and we 1 


have this day a golden ſeaſon put into our hands 
of imploring his ſanctifying grace, and of yung / 
| at his table, Heal my foul, for I have ſinned againſt. 
| thee; thou taſted that bitter death which its 
commemorated in the ſupper, that by thoſe wt 
thou then hre, diſeafed - fouls like mine might 
be healed; waſh me, my hands, my head: and m 
Feet, that I may be clean-every whit 7 57 
me to thyſelf as one of e people, 
ous of good works. - 

_ But further, the Lord makes an offer of chere 
nal ſalvation, to complete his character, as a-fa- 
viour to ſinners of men who are made immortal; 3 
1f any man thirſt, let him come to me, and drinn 

ö and ſome think; that the harveſt of eternal . 
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and glory, thro' the death and grace of the pr＋] 
miſed Meſſiah was ſhadowed to. the Old Teſſas 
ment believers at the feaſt of tabernacles, while 
the burnt offering was conſuming on the altar, 4 y 
| 3 and the water from the pool of Siloam was brought __ 
into the temple with the ſound of a trumpet 
the people ſhouted, ſaying, Vith joy 9 4 4 
draw water out f the welli of ſalvation. "i 
This eternal life and ſalvation which bY =O 
CM dowe 4 
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dowed ben as if he had ſaid, I was manifeſted 


to bring to light; I am the reſurrection and the 


life: he that believeth on me tho he were dead; 


Leis ſhalt he live, John xi. 25. Hence faid that 


fame beloved deſciple,-1 John v. 11. Fhis is the 
record of God; that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son, and ver: 12. He 
that hath: the Sen, hath everlaſting life :'it is 
begun in his foul, the happy foundation is laid 
in the very-temper-ofhis mindz and in the re- 
lation he ſtands in to Godz as being juſtified in 


Bis ſight thro' the blood of: Jeſus, and waſhed 


and fanctified at leaſt in part by the ſpirit of our 
God. He hath ſome ghmpſe, and ſome taſte 


and ſome experience of the kinds at leaſt of the 


happineſs of heaven, as ee convinceth 


him of the certainty of eternal life, as well as 


quickens his endeavours, and enflames his hopes 


and deſires after eternal life, amidſt the entang- 
lements and diſcouragements. of a preſent frail 


and imperfect ate. | 

- And my. chriſtian friends; are there none of 
us longing and looking for the day of complete 
redemption, when an end ſhall be for ever put 


to our being further haraſſed with the wiles, and 
devices; and artifices, and flery darts of ſatan, our 
reſtleſs tyrant, when we ſhall have no more 
conflicts with remainders of corruption within us; 


when we ſhall be no more teaſed and diſturbed 
with: the terrors or allurements of a vain and fin- 
ful world without us, when-we- ſhall bid adieu to 
all the uneaſy and freting diſeaſes of a falling 
tabernacle, and toall the fears and terrors of death 


che king, of terrors: but mortality ſhall. be ſwal- 


_ lowed: 
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Jo be ſafe paſt all the dangers of our ſtate and 


Well of water ſpringing up to everlaſting lids: | 


-controul-and dominion: all the joys and gloryof 


and drinkethmy-blood hath life in him, and I will. 
raiſe him up at ? the laſt day. But! paſson to. 2 1 


- of himſelf in his full character to ſinners of man 
kind, is general. aud dnivernlt {f an, was 
32 e 
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lowed up of life, and we admitted into the j joy 
of our Lord, to hunger no more, nor thirſt any 
more; but to follow the Bamb to the fountains 
of living water, and drink of the rivers of pleas 
ſures that are at God's right hand for ever more. 


trial, and have the palm of complete victory over 
all our enemies put into our hands. 

To you and to each one of you, my chriſtian 4 
friends, that are thirſting for the waters of eter- » ff 
nal life, is the compaſſionate Redeemer addreſ- © 23 
ſing himſelf, Come to him and drink; and the 4 
water that he will give you · to drink, ſhall be a 


+0 
1 
z 
6: 
_ 


as our Lord expreſſes it in the parallel paſſage, I 1 
J ohn iv. 14. That bleſſed Redeemer whoſe death 

are this day to commemorate in the ſupper, 
is alive, and he liveth for evermoret thegovern- 
ment of the viſible and inviſible worlds is up 
this ſhoulders, death and life, things preſent and 
to come, height-and depth,angels, principalities 4 Y 
and powers are all in his hand and under bis 


heaven are in his hand and at his 5 diſpoſal, hene: 
ſaid the Lord, John x. 27-31. My. ſbeep hear : i 
my voice, &c., Whom he juſtifies, them he alſo 
ſanctiſies, and whom he ſanctiſies, them he alſo _— 
glorifies, Rom. viii. 30. He that eateth my fes ⁵ 


2d obſervation, namely, — 
Obſerve, II. That the offer 111 jeſus mae 
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E  Thirft, &c. The Old Teſtament miniſters had 
EB «© their commiſſion limited to the loft ſheep of the 
== houſe of Ifrael; but in the text, the offer is made 

to all univerſally without exception, and our 

Lord's commiſſion to his miniſters was, Go, preach 

he goſpel to all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem: 

do all nations. Ves my chriſtian friends, and if 
it were poſſible to conveen all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam that dwell upon the face of 
the earth into one aſſembly, and that the voice 

of a man could reach all their ears; we are 

ER ._ zuthorifed to addreſs them in che language of 
= Pal. xlix. and i. it. Hear this all ye people, 
give ear all ye nations of the world, both low and 
thigh, both rich and poor together, to you, and 

do every one of you without exception, is Chriſt 
and his falvation freely offered: F any man 
5 irſt, let him come to him, and drink; and who- 
RS Forever will, let him come, and kale of the water 
be freely? without reſpect to what kindred 
or language, or tongue, or nation he belongs, 
Val. iii. 28, 29. For there is neither Few or 

_—_ — CGrrek, there is mither bond nor free, there is 
AS 8 Heither male nor female, for ye are all one in 
RES Chrift Jeſus; and if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye 
K J Abrabam's ſeed and heirs, according to the pro- 

n on 


Alte you young, he offers himſelf to You, tho 
icmay be you have been forgetful of him, and 
R noweommands and calls you to remember your 
: Creator and Redeemer inthe days of your Fouth : 
at if you are athirſt, if you have ſeen the evil 

Fkk your fins, and felt the danger and miſery of 
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inveterate ſoul- diſeaſes, and this day ma 
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if you are deſirous to be ſanctified, and 
juſtified, and waſned in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God, and to yield 


yourſelves without reſerve to live to him who. 
died for you, and roſe again; come to him, he 


loves them that loves him, and they that ſeek 
him early ſhall find him. 


Are you old in years, and on the ind of the 1 
grave? He that has taught you from your youth 
will not leave you now ye are old and gray head- 


ed. Lift up your heads for joy, becauſe the day of 


your complete redemption draweth nigh: _ | 
you old in years, and even old in fins? Nay tho“ 
your iniquities have exceeded, yet are you now, 
athirſt, deſpair not, for ſome are called even at 


the eleventh h6ur; the door of mercy ſtands open 


tothe eleventh hour; rouſe at laſt out ef your ſe- 


curity and your ſins, before your feet ſtumble 


upon the dark mountains! He hath no r 5 
in the death of the wicked, whether they be old; 1 1 


or young, he rather ye would turn, Turn ye, 
turn ye: cry for that mercy which you have d 
long abuſed, and fo often deſpiſed, why will ye 
die, O houſe of Iſrael; there is balm in Gilead, 
there is a Phyſician there, who can eure the moſt 


offer of himſelf for the cure of the oldeſt ihn 
within hearing. — 2 
Farthery are you rich, FR not in ung 


riches, which may take themſelves wings aft ee” 


WO 3 
away and leave you deſolate on earth, anda 
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certain you muſt die and leave them behind vn? . 


to others; and if you are not rich towards 
a find yourſelves miſerably Page when 'God 
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requires your ſouls of you: if you fight the Re- 
- deemer's calls of mercy, your ſilver and gold, your 
being rich and increaſed in worldly things can- 
not ſave your bodies from the power of the grave, 
far leſs ranſom your ſouls from the power of hell. 
Haſte thou to the precious merit, and blood of 
Jeſus for pardon; implore the waſhing of rege · 
neration, and the renewing of the holy Ghoſt, 
while the ſeaſon is in your hands; lay up treaſures 
zin heaven, thirſt for righteouſneſs, it is Chrift 
only who has the riches to beſtow that are dur - 
able as your immortal ſouls. 
Again, are you poor in this world? The call 
is to you alfo from Jeſus, who is no reſpecter of 
= | perſons, in his abundant grace became poor like 
dene of you, that you thro? his poverty might be 
made rich! Tho' you have no money, Iſa. lv. 7, 
2. Fo, every one, &c. and him that hath ue 
mine let Hg buy. To the poor the goſpel is 
1 Ppreachedg# the poor often receive it, and be- 
SS come We and heirs of the heavenly 
REES. Po Ez when the rich defpiſe it, and are 
—_ tent empty away, with their pitiful portion of 
_— wiz their good things in this vain tranſitory 
2 ile. Theſe are glad tidings, my dearly beloved, 
_ of good things, publiſhed-in the ears of ſinful 
men, and VYinful women; the Lord help us all, 
= Joungand old, rich 'and poor, to receive the 
Faithful ſaying this day with all acreptation, 
T Hat Chriſt Jeſus came into the World, to ſave 
= finners, of all nations, of all ages, of all condi- 
| tions, and even ſome of the chief of them, that 
there may be many earneſt ſupplications and re- 
* "hy. £4 __ to the throne of. grace Mz 
_ Chriſt's 
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ra Chriſt's name: among us; in the words of Pal. = 

by *. 1% % „„ 3G and * 1 „ 86” as 

0 H euern Founded on the words for 

, explaining their meaning may be this, namely, 

. Our Lord here deſcribes the prevailing turns f 
the minds of thoſe who come to Chriſt, or be- A 

2 lieve on him to the falvation of their ſouls, by | 

i the natural appetite of thirſt: if any man thirſt 

9 which obvioully includes, one's having a lively I 

* and touching ſence of their indigence and mi- 

8 ſery; one that is pained with extieme bunger 


and thirſt, feels himſelf miſerable, becauſe he 
mult die if he get no meat and drink, tho he ] 
were in poſſeſſion of all the world beſides: What 
is my birth-right, ſaid Eſau, if I die for hunger? * 
and our books tell us, that the Perſian monarch # 
ſaid, he ſelt more-refreſhment from a'draught oY 
pond water out of a ſoldier's helmet dene 3 
with ſweat and blocd,than ever he reliſhed ftom 
all the glory and riches of the world. -* +: | 1 ] 
In like manner when a finſul man or woman 4 
gets a ſaving diſcovery of their loſt and undone q | 
tate by nature, and the danger he is in from the | 
death and the eurſe, which is the threatried wages 
of his ſin, between which and him there is noths ot 
ing but the brittle thread of life; nothigg4ea "i 
pain him more, this wounds his ſpirits, this A 7 
5 and pricks him at the heart, im the moſt feen 
manner, as were Peter's audience, Y 
F- What ſhall I do? It is not in the power 25 132 1 
| uage to give a ſtronger repreſentation of diltretvg Þ 
What ſhall Ido? Or like the apoſtle's, Rom vi 

24. Hretched man that I am, who ſhall dh,, 1H 

me e the body of this death? and 1 may $ a 

use 
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ue this as a mark to try you by, For the whole 
need not the phyſician, but they that are ſuth. 

Farther, this includes one's having the higheſt 


eſteem of Chriſt and his ſpiritual ſalvation, none 


but thoſe who have felt the miſeries of a famine, 
can know ſo ſeelingly the worth of fulneſs 


oſ bread, the full ſoul loatheth the honey comb, 
but to the hungry, every bitter thing is ſwekt; 


till the prodigal was ſtarved almoſt to deathupon 
huſks, and reduced thro' mere hunger to fill his 


belly with the ſwines meat, he never knew the 
ralue of the fulneſs of good bread that was in 
His father's houſe; 
to himſelf: ſo it 10 with thoſe who are tru] 


it was then he was brought 


penitent; they put a value upon the light of 


—_ God's countenance, and eſteem pardon of fin, 


peace with God in their own conſcience, growth 


3 4 zn holineſs, freedom from the tyranny of ſatan 
and their own luits and paſſions, and a well- 
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eee hape of eternal happinels, the one 
bing needful; for the obtaining of wh; ich they 
count all things but loſs and dung. Hence the 
apoſtle Peter, (1 Pet. ii. 7:) ſays, Unto you who 
believe he is precious, a hiding. place from the 
Klon, the ſhadow of a- great roek in a weary 
land; to the, hungry meat indeed, and to the 
Vechirtty drink indeed | 
And by-this you. may try [yourſelves "Ws ; 
this character includes one's ardently deſiring 
and endeavouring to have the want they feel 


1 | 1 Eſupplicd, and the miſery they feel relieved. The 


2 Its the hungry ws the thirſty, that they will run 


want of ' bread and of drink are-{o- painful in 
themſelves and fo dreadful in their conſequences 
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any riſque to get relief. Thus we find the Le- 
pers in the famine of Samaria were reſolved ra- 

ther to die by the ſword of the Aflyrians, while 
they had hope of relief by the enemy's relenting ü 
and having pity on them, than to fit ſtill and die” 
of hunger without hope, 2 Kings vii. 3, 4. and + ü 
here the alluſion eminently holds. The ſinners 
felt miſery. and danger, the offer of reconcilia- 
tion and ſal vation through the blood and grace 
of Jeſus, determines him, like Benhadad's fer-- 24 
vants, to throw themſelves at a venture, with: i 
' ropes about their necks and ſackeloth upon their” 
tins, at the feet of the merciful Prince and 
Saviour of loſt ſinners, with like words in their ⁵⁶ 
mouths; Let my ſoul live: Or with Either, ** 
vill go into the hing; it is periſbing by the | 
hand of Haman if Iflay away, and if 1 periſh © 
I periſh. What though I am vile by nature, 
what though have multiplied tranſgrefſionss 
what though I am weak and without ſtrengths | 
as well as ungadly, what though I deſerve hell 
1 will confefs all, and humble myſelf before him. 
Yet have thouſands, as guilty, as polluted, ac-k 
weak,'and as unworthy as I, been juſtified, and 
waſhed, and ſanctiſted in the nome of the Lord Vi 
Feſus,and by the Spirit of our God. I will ven- 
ture then to throw myſelf upon his Mercy, 2056 
knows but he will caſt an eye of pity upon periſh- 

ing me too? He has a pardon for me, as well ass 
For others : He is able to take the heart of one "2 


a 


out of my fleſh: He is able to give me the ne 
heart, theclean heart, the right ſpirit; and 7 4 
he caft me not from his preſence,” but put bis 
ſpirit i me, he is able, a ſelf deſtroyed inner, * 

4: 2 LE 'Q * 727 


zo 


9 


eternal life. This is a mark whereby you may 


only a 
IV. Oh ſerve, I muſt make on the words, and 
1 ſhall but name it, that our Lord's willingneſs 
is great to beſtow pardons, and grace and glory. 
to fallen ſinners; as if he had ſaid, O that your. 
own feelings, ſinners, bore proportion to your real- 
wants and miſeries, that you might come to me, 
who came from heaven out of mere pity, to-ſave: 
you with an everlaſting ſalvation, from the guilt» 
and the power and the puniſhment of all your 
ſins. Lmention this (becauſe many a thirſty ſoul, 
hat is, many humbled, awakened, mourning: 
penitent, while they can perſuade themſelves of 

E Chriſt's ability to fave to the uttermoſt, yet are 


he will regard their cry, who are vile and un- 
worthy in their own eyes) to ſatisfy ſuch that it> 


reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. He is com- 


up the broken hearted: you ſee he is here be- 
ſore hand with thee, in making an offer of his- 
complete ſal vation to the penitent: Feſus ſtood, 


4 | Hie cried, that all might hear, as well as to ex- 
1 preſs the fervor and vehemency of his mind, and 


13 


and drink. And this day be has renewed the offer 
1 1 of you within hearing! And as a farther: 
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to raiſe me up a child of Abraham, and an heir of 
alſo try yourſelves. But I muſt break off; 


cliſfident and full of unbelieving fears, whether. 
3s his own real character not to break a bruiſed. 
miſſioned from the Father of mercies, to bind: 
te fix the eyes and ithe attention of all upon him; 


bis cagerneſs to have the free offer he made ac- 
. * [ cepted; /f any man thir/t, let him come.to.me,.. 


teſtimony of his free inclinatzou to. beftow his, 
NE _ falvayots, 
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falvation and make you happy, he is this day to 
be ſet forth as evidently crucified before. dun ñ 
eyes in the ſacrament: of the ſupper. Shall he = 
ſtand and cry, ſhall he weep and die for you, 1 
and will you ſtill be faithleſs? Comezßpenitents, let ñ⁵ñ 
me addreſs you as our Lord did N Thomas AF 
Reach hither your finger, thruſt it into the print 4 
of the nails; and reach hither yeur hand, e 2 
it into his fide. = 
Read the compaſſions of his heart to periſifing* 
ſouls, in tying for you, and be not faithleſs but 
believing, For greater love than this hath no- 
man, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. But Chriſt commends his pity, his 
inclination, his willingneſs topardon and cleanſe - 
you by dying for you, when you were bis ene 
mies, - 
Bur the application of the whole yet renaink .- = 
and I am afraid your time is gone, however I. i 
have endeavoured to run the diſcourſe info prac- 
tical a ſtrain, that he that has heard may apply. 
it to himſelf, and ſomething, of this kind may 
poſſibly fall in afterwards; and I ſhall cloſe this. 
diſcourſe with one inference, namely, 
From what you have heard ye may forma 
judgment of the -werthy- communicant, of the 
gueſt that will be welcome at Chriſt's table - | 
Feſus flood and cried, If any man thirſt, let bim AF 
come to me, and. drink.” Enquire then, each for 
yourſelves, have you this ſpiritual appetite for ü 
this ſpiritual feaſt? What have you felt of out 
miſery by nature, can you ſay as in Tit. iii. 3. 
For weourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſ- 
beers Kenna ue divers lufts and plea- 
ſures, 


0 * 
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2 "OR living i in malice and envy, hateful; and 
8 hat urg one another? How ſtand you affected to 
= fin? How ſtand you affected to holineſs? Does 

it grieve you that you have lived ſo long alien- 

ated from the life of God? Then come unto the. 

blood of ſprinkling, and get your hearts cleanſ- — 
ed, your love inflamed, and your graces quick- 
ened. May God bleſs what _ beer ſaid p and 
to his name be praiſe. 


* 


SERMON 


SERMON _ XI. 


Galatians . 


But God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the 
croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the 
world is N unto . and J unto the 

* worla. | 


vidence of our moſt gracious God, to 
celebrate the memorial of our dear Redeemer” 8 
dying love to us the ſinful ſons of men in the 


bleſſed ſacrament of the ſupper. And may his 


gracious ſpirit be poured out upon us, that all 


we communicants ard others, may look on hin. 
whom our fir# pierced and mourn; and be in 
bitterneſs as one mourneth for: an only ſon, or a 


firſt-born. - 


I have made choice oftheſe words ofthe phil i 
now read in your hearing, as a proper ſubject 8 
ſor our meditation while we are engaged in ſo 
ſolemn and ſo ſacred an action: But God forbid 
that 'I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lord. 


Feſus Chriſt, whereby the world ir cruciſied to 
me, and I to the world. The vccafion of theſe 


words was obviouſly this, The Gentile converts 


to chriſtianity among the Galatians had, after 


the apoſtle's departure from them, been ſeduced 
de ſome falle teachers n were e) ews, into a be- 


ou + 


E are this day afſembledin the 8 | 
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mend themſelves to their countrymen the Jews, 
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Hef, that the ceremonial law of Moſes was not 


_ entirely aboliſhed, but that eircumciſion and the 


other rites of it were ſtill neceſſary to be obſerv- 
ed by all thoſe who among the heathens or Gen- 
tiles intended to become chriſtians. 

This operation had been entertained and ſpread 


by thoſe falſe teachers, partly out of a ſuperſtiti- 


ous reverence to their law, and a miſtaken noti- 
on of the true nature and defign of the goſ- 
pel, and partly with a view of Jeſſening the pre- 
judices which the Jews had conceived againit 
the doctrine of Chriſt, and avoiding thoſe per- 
fecutions which the Jews every where rained / 
againſt thoſe who profeſſed chriſtianity. | 
I The apoſtle having argued againſt the teachers 

and their opinions in various parts of this epiſtle, 

returns to the ſame ſubject at the cloſe of it, 

ang. in the words of the text and the two pre- 
ceeding verſes, ſums up in ſhort what he had 
before more largely delivered; 4s many as de- 

fire;to make a fair ſhew in the fßlaſb, acting from 
carnal views, and for worldly ends, ſtudying po- 
pular applauſe, conſtrain you to be circumciſeds:. 


nat ſo much from a conviction of the neceſſity 


of what they urge upon you, as that they may 
carry ſmoothly with all men, and avoid the per- 
Tecution of the Jews: For he adds, Neither they 
themſelves, that is, their falſe teachers, ho are 
circumciſed, keep the law. To what purpoſe then 
is their circumciſion? Even that they may glo- 
ry in your fleſh ;. that is, that they may boaſt of 
having made you proſelytes to Tudailm in the 
way to chriſtianity, and by that means recom-- 


on 


on account: of their zeal to the ceremonies 


to promote it by ſuch injurious methods as thoſe _ 
falſe teachers make uſe of! God forbid that I © 
Jhould glory, Jave in the cross of the Lord Coed = 3 | 
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of Moſes, at the ſame time they would be 
thought to ſerve the intereſt of the goſpel. But, 
fays the apoſtle, let them conſult their own ſafe- 
ty, and affect a falſe glory by this inſincere con- 


duct if they will, but God forbid that I ſhould 4 
glory, fave in the croſs of Chriſt. 1 


As to the general meaning of the words, Ged 


forbid that 1 ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; God forbid! A manner 43 
of ſpeech very common, and almoſt peculiar to 
dur apoſtle, frequently uſed by him in n his writ- JF 


ings, and no leſs than thrice in this epiſtle, never 
made uſe of but where he intends with a parti- 
cular degree of vehemency to condemn ſome 


doctrine or practice imputed to chriſtians or pre- 


vailing among them, by which he thought chri- 
ſtianity highly — — In ſuch caſes it is 
-uſual with him to expreſs his diſlike and dete- 


tation of ſuch doctrine or practice by this ſtrong 


phraſe, God forbid; as here, God forbid that 1 


ſhould act upon ſuch low and worldly motives ll 


in the propagation of the goſpel of Chrſt, or think 


* 
By the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
not merely tc confine this expreſſion to the tree ; 


to which our. Lord was nailed; or the co. 


wood on which he hang expoſcdas a ſpectacle of 
ſhame and ſuffering. True indeed we know, 


and we are not aſhamed to know that he did die 
ou ſort of 1 the death of the aa z and 
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would- make us believe, if it would believe for 
us, that three hundred years after Chriſt's reſur- 
rection the wood of the croſs was found buried 
under ground, by Helen the mother of Conſtan- 


j 
1 formed by this wood, and that they have many 
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and ſuperſtitions we-deteſt, and leave to the 
blinded followers of the bifhop of Rome:; let 


We believe them not, -and are aſhamed that 
ſuch pitiful low and falſe legends have crept in- 
to the pure religion of Chriſt, and found credit 


By the croſs of Chrift, the apoſtle meant, and 
we underſtand, 'The death and crucifixion of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, the doctrine of the croſs, the chief 
article of which is, that the great lines ef the 
goſpel of Chriſt cruciſied centre in the ſatisfac- 
tion made to the juſtice of God by the ſufferings 
and death of a flain Saviour, who being in the 
ſotm of God, and who thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God, yet humbled himſelf, and 
400k upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
1 in ſaſnion as a man, and became obedient 
E © untodeath, even the death of the croſs; where- 
; 42 re God hath highly exalted bim, and given 
him a name which is above every name, that at 
the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and 
every tongue ſhould confeſs him to be Lord, 
AWE glory of the Father. oy this ſacriſtce-of 

| the 


I thoogh we heartily diſdain the ſuperſtitious. 
= _noiſeand fabulous nonſenſe of the papifts, who 


tine, and that thouſands of miracles were per- 
. pieces of it preſerved in their churches as relies, 
1 which are devoutely worſhipped. Theſe idolatries 


them glory in theſe things whocan believe em, 


among thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians. 
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us te croſs, that i is, by theſe pains and agonies' of 
0 ſoul and body, by that temporary ſhame and tor- 
Ir ment which our dear Redeemer endured on the 


Fa curſed tree, all the Old Teſtament ceremonies 
d and ſacriftces are determined and aboliſhed, . 
[= this and this only a real atonement is made to 
- | God for-our fins; and a new and living way 


y of acceſs to the divine favour opened and conſe- 
1 crated for ſinners of man kind: on this conſe - 
3 quently all the hopes and happineſs of a real 
„ chriſtian do depend; and therefore, God Forbid 
t that I. ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lori 
. | Feſus Chriſt : that 1 ſhould glory, that is, That: 
1 ſhould rejoice, that J ſhould be glad, that I 
| ſhould boaſt of, and exult and triumph, as the 
word is uſed in other places. 2. Mean and ig- 
nominous as the circumſtances of my dear Re- 
-deemer's crucifixion were, I will not be offend-: - 
ed at his'crofs myſelf, nor fear that others ſhould® _ 
be offended; on this indearing ſubject will T 
perpetually dwell in my private meditations, and 
in my public inſtructions of this capital artitle 
of the chriſtian faith: I will not only be not © 
aſhamed, but I will boaſt, I will triumph, ane 
exult, and glory in it, and in nothing beyond or ll 
|| bebdes i it; the expreſſion comes near to another i 
of this fame apoſtle's, Philip. iii. 8, 9, 10, 11. | 
He adds, by whom, or rather as you have it on WM 
the margin of your Bibles, whereoy,by the doc- „5 
tene of the croſs, the world is cruc Ned unte mes 1 
and I unto the wor lll. 5 

The world, and all that is in the world; the 

luſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, the pride 
"of. life, its ee ſhort lived and temparary 
2333 | R 2 
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pleaſures, its riches, i its honours; are render- 
ed of poor and contemptible account in my eye: as 
acreature born for immortality I have get my eye 
fixed upon a happineſs in the favour of God thro? 
Chriſt's mediation, durable as my own being, 
and I am crucified unto the world, that is, I am 
by the victorious power of that grace which was 
purchaſed by this ſacrifice. of the croſs, become 
Inſenſible and dead as it were to the vanities of 
this world end the ſtinging pleaſures of fin. Since 
therefore the croſs of Chriſt, that is, The ſuffer- 
- ings of our Redeemer, are 1558 ſo great efficacy 
and power as to be able to free us from the guilt 
and puniſhment of ſin, as well as its power and 
dominion, to raiſe more affections from earth 
= -to.heaven, to renew our ſinful and corrupt, na- 
= tures, and make us new creatures: is there any 
thing we ſhould value ourſelves upon in com- 
«pariſon of the privilege of being made a partaker 
of the merits of theſe ſufferings, in compariſon 
of the mereies we enjoy by the means of this 
bumble but admirable diſpenſation ?- Let others 
form to themſelves what ſchemes of happineſs, 
and pride themſelves i in what diſtinctions and 
what pre-eminences they pleaſe; but Godforbid 
that we ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the world is cruci- 
| fied unto us, and we unto the world. 
I Jou ſee there was ſome need for awelling ſo 
long upon the. connexion, and general meaning 
of the words for preventing miſtakes about them: 
What I farther propoſe ſrom theſe is briefly to 
ſhew. 1. That it is unworthy of a chriſtian to 
3 in any temporal : and worldly advantage | 
| Inge” 
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I ſhall take occaſion to ſhow the indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity we are under to glory in the crofs of 
Chriſt; and cloſe with ſome application. 

I. That it is unworthy of a chriſtian to glory, 
to boaſt in any temporal or worldly advantages 
whatſoceyer-they may be. The thinking part of 


the Heathens have acknowledged, as well as the | 
| 1 teaches us, in every line of ouf 


Bible, That mankind are on this earth in a ſtate 
of diſcipline and trial, paſſing on as faſt as the 


wings of time can carry us thro' things temporal 


to an eternal and unalterably fixed itate of hap- 
pineſs or miſery; and that nothing therefore cait 
be reckoned good here, any otherwiſe than it pre- 
pares and fits us for a happy eternity, nor does 

any 5 0. deſerve the name of bad to us in this 
liſe any farther than it indifpoſes and unfits us 
for an eternal happineſs; and yet this great 
truth, which is ſo clearly the voice of reaſon and 
revelation, is apt to be overlooked even by the 
| beſt on earth, in that judgment they paſs upon 


| rhatſoever, and, 2. It highly becomes us and 
ä I bers us, to glory in the croſs of Chriſt; where 


the different ſtates of temporal adverſity and pro- i 


ſperity. To bear the croſs of Chriſt, if I may 


ſo ſpeak, or to be in an adverfe and ſuffering -4 


condition, we dread and ſhun the very pro- 
ſpectof it ata diſtance ; we have ſuch apprehen- 
ſions and ſuſpicions of the dangers, the tem pta- 
tions and ditficutlies attending it: and yet it 
is certain, that the temptations and evils of pro- 
fperity are infinitely more fatal and miſchiev- 


ous than even thoſe of the moſt ſuffering lot; 
and in nothing more than this, that proſperity 
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ſwells the mind with pride, vanityand 2 6 9 7 


renders us ſecure and careleſs, baniſhes from 


our thoughts a lively ſenſe of religion, and of 
gur dependence upon God. Even holy David, L 
(Pal. xxx. 6, 7, 8.) in his proſperity ſaid, Jau 
not. be moved: my mountain ftands. ſtrong. 950 
hard a thing is it to uſe the good things of this 
world without overvaluing them, without hav» 


ing our minds unduly elated and ſwelled with 
them. They may indeed be a part, and but a 


imall part, of our happineſs in this tranſitory 
ſcene of life, provided we always retain in our 
minds the apoſtle's direction concerning them, 
1 Cor. vii. 30, 31. Theſe worldly advantages, 
theſe honours, theſe pleafures, theſe profits, 


whatever they be, are of an uncertain continu- 


ance, and may in a. little time flip away from 
us; to beſure we ſhall in a little time flip away 
from them, and leave them to others behind us, 
and therefore why ſhould we reſt in them? 


Why ſhould we boaſt of them? Why ſhould we 
feed and raiſe not. only our appetites, but our 


deſires, our pride alſo, by means of them? "Ihe 
doctrine of the croſs of Chriſt, and particularly 
his cruciſixion ſeems to have been ſo contrixed v 


by the wiſdom of God, as effectually to beat 
down any undue boaſting or glorying in any 


thing that is temporal. The manner of its pro- 
greſs, the temporal meanneſs of thoſe who firſt 
erdraced and publiſhed it, the ſelf-denied life, 


and ignominious death of its great Founder Je- 


_ 


ſus Chriſt, all conſpire to ſtain the pride. of all 
fleſh, and to confound their boaſting and glory- 
ing in any temporal advantage whatſoever, 1 
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the apoſtle well reaſons to this purpoſe, 1 Cor. 
K ko | | 9 | ; 
And indeed, my chriſtian friends, it is enough 
to diſparage all the fine ſhews and appearances 
of this life; and to render us indifferent to all 
the glaring and deceitful charms of it, if we do 
but attentively conſider that great inſtance, of 
ſuffering, greatneſs, and goodneſs, on which 
our faith and devotion ought this day to be em- 
loyed. In Chriſterucified we not only ſee the 

E writ of. ordinances, Col. ii, 14. That 
is, the . ceremonial obſervances of the laws oF 
Moſes blotted out, and ſullied, and defaced, and 
nailed by Chriſt to his croſs; but we fee all the 
lories of this tranſient world. crucified with 
fim when he who was Lord of alt was lifted up 
on an infamous croſs to expire in infinite agonies, 
and under infinite reproaches and ſhame. He 
did there as it were crucify the world, eclipſe 


its luſtre, and deſtroy the power of all its N * 


vanities: behold then our great high -Prieſt o 
ering up the great ſacrifice requiredefor the re- 
demption of the ſouls of men, pouring out his 
blood and thereby making atonement for the ſins | 
of the world!: Behold him, I fay, with the eye: 
of faith, and you will acknowledge that tho? there 
was never any ſpectacle ſo ſad, yet never was 
there any ever ſo glorious or ſo-worthy. of being 
admired* by men and angels! He was ſtript 
naked of all-outward. comforts” and ſupport, he 
had bitter gall given him for meat, and vinegar 
for drink when he cried, 7 thirf! And yet even 
in this depth of his humiliation, if we conſider: 
the mighty work he was accompliſhing, we cans: 
| "T9 nor 
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1 not but cncerely deſpiſe all the vain ; pomps of 
= life, i in compariſon of the ſplendor and uſefulneſs 


of his ſufferings; for then, even then while he 
hung upon the croſs, be was the great Captain 
of our ſalxation, fighting our battles, ſubduing 
our enemies, leading captivity captive, ſpoiling 
the principalities and powers of darkneſs, max- 
ing a ſhew of wm openly and triumphing over 
them, Eph. iv. 8. and Col. ii; 15. Then was 
he purchaſing gifts for the rebellious, that God - 
the Lord might dwell among them on earth, 
in the ordinances - of his-worſhip and ſervice, 
and that God the Lord might duell with them 
for ever, and they with him, in a kingdom that 
cCannot be moved or ſhaken. Then was he ran- 
= Yoming mullicns of all tongues, languages, 
= and nations, frem the Jaws of the deſtroyer, / 
=— from hell, and raiſing them up te.fit with him in. 
=. heavenly places: Then was he vanquiſhing death 
= by his own death, and taking away its fling; 
then was he openipg ſor us a gate to life and 
immortality, then was he diſarming ſatan of his 
power, and hell of its terrors, and procuring for 
us his holy Spirit to renew us again unto the 
beauty of holineſs, , and to enable us to withſtand . 
the temptations of ſenſe, and the fears of the 
world, and the wiles of the devil. 

Surely the vain glories of this world, when ; 
compared with theſe real triumphs of the croſs. 
of Chriſt, muſt loſe all their force and influence, p 
and grow flat and comparatively inſignificant in 
the eyes of chriſtians that are ſo indeed, that are 
of the ſpirit and temper of our good apoſtle. Can 
w look: vp to bim that was 1 ſee him 
8 8 
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ſtretched on his croſs, enduring the pain, deſpiſ-- 
ing the ſhame of it, for the joy that was ſet be- 
fore him of bringing glory to God in the higheſtz 
on earth peace and good will to men, and not 
look down with+ neglect and contempt on that. 
ſcene.of {fin and vanity; and-folly which occaſi- 
oned theſe ſufferings. 
Is it poſſible for the wiſe. man now to glory 
in his wiſdom, or the rich man in his uncertain 
in, or the ſtrong man in his feeble: and foo. ® 
fubdued ſtrength? I may borrow the apoſtle's. i 
language, and fay, (1 Cor. v. 6:) Beloved, this . * 
Jt of glorying is not good. God forbid that ue 
ould glory in them; but let him that glorieth. 


% N 


T ͤ ond eo 


; glory in this, that he hat h been made a partaker 
„ F the ſaving benefits of the croſs f our Lord 
i Jeſus Chrift, who gave himſelf for us that he 
. might deliver us from this preſent evil world ; 
5 That is, on purpoſe that he might free us from 
Tz the enchanting power of all- its empty deligbts, 
5 its vain allurements and periſhing .enjoymentss . 
Theſe he taught us by his doctrine, and by his 
example, by his life, and by his death, to under- 
value, he choſe to be without them, and the 
perfection of his exalted purity conſiſted in over- 
looking and deſpiſing them; Ged forbid then 
that we therefore, who profeſs to be his followers, 
ſhould degenerate ſo far fromthe footſteps of our 
great leader, as to glory in them, highly admire 
them, greatly enjoy them, or eagerly. purſus 
them. But this leads me, 2. To ſhew that it 
Highly becomes us to glory in the croſs of our 
. Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I. The. warn of Chriſt. ag'T obſerred ber, - 
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1 | | | 
— 3s that doctrine of chriſtianity to which all the 
= other doctrines of the 1 refer, and from 
which they derive all their efficacy and influence 
they have towards reconciling the Majeſty of 
heaven to ſinners of mankind, and towards purg- 
ing our conſciences from dead works, to ſerve 
the living God; andthereforein that ſingle article: 
1 they are all of them often ſummed up and com- 
pPriſed. Ve preach Chriſt crucified, 1 Cor. i. 23. 
| As if that and that alone were the ſubject of all 
he wrote, and of all he ſpoke; and again, 1 Cor. 
ir. 2. {determined not to know any thing among: 
Zou, ſave Feſus Ehrift, and him crucified. As if 
that were the great point of ſaving knowledge 
to which thoſe.who learn, or who teach the reli- 
gion of Chriſt ſhould altogether apply them - 
ſelves. It is to this that the ſacrifices, rites and 
ceremonies of the law refer; this the prophecies 
and promiſes of the Old Teitament do all centre 
in: This the two great ordinances of the New 
Teſtament do exhibit and commemorate. We 
= are baptized into the death of Chriſt; the bap- 
=. tifmal water has all its efficacy from the blood 
and death of Chriſt. In the Lord's ſupper we 
 thew forth his death till he come, and feaſt upon 
\ the ſacrifice he offered upon the croſs, and there- 
by bave communion with him. The bread which 
we bleſs, and break, and eat, is the communion- 
of the body of Chriſt ; and the cup of bleſſing 
which we bleſs, and drink alk of, is the commy- 
nion of the blood of Chriſt, ſhed for the remif- 
ion of ſins: And therefore ought we to rejoice 
and glory in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
: To this article of our faith indeed the ene-- 
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mies of the is ah in a ages take: the 
greateſt exception. The mean outward ſorm 
of our Saviour, eſpecially his ſufferings and 
death, were the great ſtumbling-block to Jews 
and Gentiles in the early ages. of the goſpel: 
But did the firſt publiſhers of the goſpel diſem- 
ble the ſcandal of the croſs becauſe they were 
offended at it? No, they boaſted of it, inſiſted 
on it in all their applications to the unbelieving 
Jews and the prejudiced Gentiles; and omitted 
no occaſion of mentioning to them how Pilate 
and Herod, Jews and Gentiles confirmed the 
death of that holy and juſt One whom the: 
crucified, as an high reproach and ſhame to his 
murderers indeed, but none at all to his diſcip- 
les and ſollowers. The. rſt preachers of our 
faith muſt in this cafe be our pattern with re- 
gard to all the vanity and offence and proud in- 
| ſults of blaſphemers, of the atheiſt and the in- 
Adel in our day, and againſt all the miſchievous. 
opinions of ſome deceived and deceiving chriſti- 
ans, who vilify the. croſs of Chriſt, and deſpiſe 
the doQtrine of it by diſclaiming the ſatisfaction 
he thereon offered to the juſtice of God in the 
room and ſtead of ſinners of mankind. 
But to inſiſt on this would open too large afield. 
of matter to me at preſent; all L ſhall obſerve 
further on this head ſhall be, that the ſcriptures 
of truth repreſent all mankind antecedent to 
their redemption by the croſs of Chriſt, in a ſtate 
of rebellion, enmity and ſin againſt God, Rom. 
v. 8, 19. and that the means by which we are 
delivered from this late of ſin, of degeneracy 
0 miſery, are the incarnation, death and ſut: - 
| e 
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ferings of the Son of God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. The 
meaning of which ean be nothing leſs than this, 
That when men by their apoſtacy from and re- 
bellion againſt God, had put themſelves out of 
a ſtate of favour with him, into a ſtate of enmi- | 
ty to him, being expoſed to his wrath, our bleſs- 
ed Redeemer by taking on him our nature, | 
and the puniſhment of death due to our fins, 
and by ſuffering it on the croſs in our ſtead, has 
made that ſatisfaction for the fins of the world, 
that atonement which the juſtice, the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God was pleaſed freely to appoint, 
and freely to accept in the room and ſtead of all 
who ſhall fly for ſhelter to this hope ſet before 
them; who, prodigal-like, weary and heavy la- 
den with their paſt fins, ſhall ariſe and return 
to their Father in heaven, imploring the benefit 
of this ſacrifice and atonement for the remiſſion 
of ſins that are paſt, and the powerful aids of his 
Holy Spirit to renew their ſinful natures, to 
ſtrengthen their ſincere reſolutions, to guard 
them from the ſnares of their ſpiritual enemies, 
in that courſe of purity of heart and life, which 
now they look upon to be the alone dignity and 

| happineſs of their immortal natures, in the 
words of John, Chap. iii. 16. God ſo loved the 
world, that he gave his only kegotten Son, that 
whoſcever believeth on, him might not periſh. 
but have everlaſting life. The Farther of mer- 
cies hath no pleaſure in our deſtruction. Turn 
ye, turn ye, for why will ye die, O houſe of Tſrael, 


| 


Ezek, XxFziii. 11% % > eee, 

It is (in buly that God hates, and becauſe of 

it he is forced to inflict any ſevere puniſhment 
5 upon 
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upon his creatures: the ſcriptures always te- 
preſent him as doing it with greater reluctancy 
than the moſt mereiful and tender father on earth 


puniſhes the diſobedience of his moſt beloved 


child, Hoſ. xi. 8. Nay, if it be any way poſſible 
to maintain the authority of his government, and 
vindicate the honour of his laws without the 
puniſhment and deſtruction of the offender; his 
bowels of mercy, which are over all his other 
works, manifeſts his pity and forbearance. 


This, my dear friends, the croſs of Chriſt effect- 
ally did; our bleſſed Redeemer, by his obedi- 
ence and ſuffering | in our nature, in our ſtead, _ 


and in our behalf: has magnified his Father's 
law and made it honourable, has vindicated in 
the molt glorious manner-the honour and au- 


.thority of God, ſatisfied juſtice, and brought in 


an everlaſting righteouſneſs, and has ſecured to 
every penitent relenting offender that is beeome 
willing to lay down the weapons of its rebellion, 
and to return to its. duty, to its offended Father 
in heaven, a free pardon and remiſſion of fin 
conſiſtent with the honour of the divine law, 
and the juſtice and wiſdom of the Lawgiver. 
This is that wonderful conjunction of juſtice 


and mercy, which the angels deſire to look into-g 


which angels and men mult for ever adore, but + 
can never ſufficiently praiſe and celebrate. In 


this diſpenſation” mercy and truth meet each 
other, righteouſneſs and peace Ave TER: each 


other. 


: +2 the ſevereſt Tüten is inflicted on ſin, in 
*:the * his ery ur the greateſt, — 


Here while t the believing penitent is pardoned, : 
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2 deſt, the moſt innocent perſon that ever died in 
| the world, voluntarily aſſuming the body pre- 
pared ſor him, and in that body undergoing theſe 
ſufferings on the croſs for us, that was the juſt 
deſert of our fins. A lively memorial of theſe 
ſufferings of:Chriſt our Surety is to be placed 
before your eyes this day in the facrament of the 
ſupper; moſt lively deſcriptions of which are 
given as well in the prophets prediQions of his 
paſſion, as in the evangeliſts account of its ac- 
compliſhment: and all are convincing demon- 
ſtrations as well of God's irreconci lable hatred 
againſt ſin, as of his infinite love and pity to 
finners of mankind, and how very conſiſtent 
with the ſacred and venerable authority of his 
laws, and the unſpotted purity and righteouſneſs 
of his own nature? It is thus he has granted par- 
don to the penitent believer in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 
24, 25. Iſa. Iiii. 3-7. And the accounts the 
evangelift gives us of the accompliſhment of this 
prophecy, are ſuch as ought to raiſe our admira- 
tion. O may God pour out a ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication on us, that there may be raiſed 
in us an eternal hatred- of theſe ſins which were 
the cauſe of ſuch ſufferings falling upon the in- 
nocent Lamb of God, and to look on him whom 
we have pierced and mourn; and bein bitterneſs 
for our ſins, with as fincere and ingennous a 
forrow as a tender parent forrows for an only ſon 
or a firſt-born ; in-that.caſe our pardon and ac- 
ceptance with the God whom we have offended 
is ſecured thro' the merits of theſe ſufferings of 
our bleſſed Surety. I ſhall only add here that 
the account .we have here of the croſs of Chriit 
VCP 3 _ -ought 
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a deep ſenſe of the wonderful mercy and good- 6. 3 
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onght not only to raiſe in us the moſt terrible 


hatred at our fins, but alſo to fill our breaſts with MX 


the moſt -ardent love and thankfulneſs to God ö 
who gave, and to our Saviour who was content-- 
ed to be given a ranſom for our ſakes, a ſacrifice - 
of a ſweet ſmelling favour to God that we might 
never fall under the puniſhment due to our own 3 
Gns; and to make us all cry out with the apoſtle _* 
in the text, God forbid that T fhould glory, ſave 
in the croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, whereby 3 
the world is crucified unto me, and J unto the 4» 
world, The application of the whole yet re: 
mains. „„ „ 
1. From what we have heard, learn to have 


neſs of God in'contriving and appointing the 
redemption of mankind by the croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: when all had ſinned and come 
mort of the glory of God, when Jews and Gen- 
tiles were become guilty before God, and under 
a juſt ſentence of condemnation; when the 
authority of God had been trampled upen, and 
the authority of his laws fo diminiſhed by ſin, 
that it was not conſiſtent with the divine holi- 4 
nefs, or the wiſdom of the ſupreme government 
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of all things to remit the puniſhment due to 
ſinful men, without ſome greater Atisfaction 
than it was poſſible for men to make: that then 
the only begotten Son of God who was in the 
boſom of the Father, ſhould be given up a ſac- \. AM 
rifice for our fins, ſhould voluntarily condeſcend 
to aſſume our frail nature, andGe-contented/to. - 
be clothed with miſery and mortality. That from. 
his glorious throne in the heavens, from being © 
KS? pn; tf. 
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In the form of God he ſhould ſtoop down to this 
earth, and ſubmit to cruel ſufferings and an ig- 
nominous death for the redemption of rebelli- 
ous and apoſtate men; this is ſuch an inftance 
of tender mercy, as can never be embraced and 
entertained with ſufficient joy and thankfulneſs, 
O the depth of the riches, both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God, how unſearchable are 
his ways and his judgments paſt finding out. 

| 2. From what you have heard, learn the ex- 
-ceeding evil and hatefulneſs of fin, and how ne- 
Ceſflaryit is that you repent of it; and turn from 
it, and flee for refuge to the. croſs of Chriſt for 
Pardon of it, and to the ſpirit of Chriſt to renew 
pPou again after the image of God in righteouſ- 
© -ntefs and true holineſs: in order to your being 
welcome gueſts at Chriſt's table here, and-in or- 
der to your complete . enjoyment of God here- 
after. God hath in this very deſcription of mercy 
I -and pardon, ſomaintained and teſtified a greater 
aand more irreconcilable hatred againſt fin, and 
4 -ſhown it more in its odious and deſtructive na- 
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ture, than if he had even immediately puniſh- 
A | ed it by the deſtruction of the finner: for if God 
when he was about to diſplay the infinite abund- 
Ance of higgnercy in the forgiveneſs of fin, would 
1 = not accept of a ſmaller ranſom than the blood of 


on 
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his only begotten Son; what ſpark of hope can 
*  \ -there be leſt to that unhappy man who yet con- 
\ tinues in fin, that he ſhall eſcape the righteous 
: vengeance of God? Tf ſuch great and terrible 
E  affliictions fell upon the beloved Son of God for 
E _ | he fins of others, what dreadful vengeance muſt 
we expect, if neglecting this great — | 
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be a conſuming fire to the finally impenitent, 
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| 9 . | af 42 
fall under the condemnation and puniſhment of 
Awtul are the expreſſions to this 


"A 


purpoſe, Hebrews'x. 31. Jt is a fearful thing £% 


our own ſins. 


to fall into the hands of the living God. And 
that our God, even the Father of mercies will* 


who trample under foot the Son of God, and 
count the blood of the covenant wherewith 
we are fanctified an unholy thing: and have done 
deſpite to the Spirit of God, Heb. x. 26, 32. 
And tbat the Lord Jefus will be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fire, to take vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the 


goſpel, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting* 


deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, 
2 Theſſ. 1. 7,8. when the finally impenitent 
wilt call to the rocks and mountains to falt on 
them and cover them from the wrath of him that 


ſitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 3 


Lamb. 


The wrath of the Lamb is a very Gignifieant” 


228 ügnihying that our Redeemer himſelf” 


who loved us, and gave himſelf for us, will yet 


finally have no pity-on theimpenitent; the ve ry 


forgiveneſs purchaſed by the croſs of Chriſt is 


obtained not at all for thoſe who continue in 


fin, but for thoſe who repent and believe the- 
goſpel: mercy itſelf, even this infinite fountain 
of mercy,the croſs,- the blood, the merits of 
Chritt can do the impenitent no kindneſs; nay, 


ſo far from that, that on the contrary the negle&t- 
ing to embrace the terms of the goſpel, will in- 
anitely add to our guilt, and increaſe our con- 
demnation. O that all tkoſe would ſeriouſly con- 
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ſider this, who take no thought about their 
fouls, about repentance from their wicked works, 
about faith towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

that purity of heart and life without which none 
can fee God; but continue in fin that grace 
may abeund, "whoſe condemnation the apollie 
ſays is moſt juſt, Rom. vi. 1, 2 3. 

From what you have heard, learn that the 
croſs of Chriſt is to the truly penitent believer 
in Chriſt an encouragement to approach the 
throne of grace, in ali the inſtitutions of goſpel 
worſhip with confidence and hope of acceptance, 

/ Eph. H1.-12. Rom. viii. 32. and v. 10. Heb. 
iv. 16. and iv. 5. Let us then, in the words of 


Y the apoſtle, (Heb. x. 22.) draw- near with a 
1 


true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having 
, eur. hearts ſprinkied from an evil conſcience,and 
"our bodies er with pure water; then let us 
gs unto the altar of. God, unto God our exceed - 
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pe] | Pſalm xcvii. 10. 
b. Te that love the Lord, hate evil.” 


0 bf HIS pſalm begins with a very awful aecount 

of the ſupreme majeſty of the great Gd. 

1% and the equity and juſtice of his government of 
18 the world, in a fet of images moſt affecting in 

1, „ titemfelves, and which for certain muſt have 
- been. exceedingly moving and ſenſible to the 
Jewiſh church, who had ſo many opportunities 

to hear of the glorious and at that time- late 

manifeſtations which God made of his eternal q 

power and terrible majeſty at Sinai, of the pilil? ? 

lar of cloud and fire, which accompanied their 

trials thro' the wilderneſs, and that auguſt cloud 

of glory which covered the mercy- ſeat in our 

J pſalmiſt's days, as a ſenſible evidence of the pre- 
: | Tence of God there. The defcription is carried 

down to the 7th verſe, and from that to the gt | 

verſe our pſalmiſt expatiates, on the one hand. 

| on the wild folly and madneſs'of thoſe*'who- ſeſtt 

themſelves in oppoſition to this high and mighty i 

one, and the certain miſery and deſtruction ſuck ** 

mult plunge themſelves in: and on the other, 
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© the ſure and ſtable peace and happineſs of the 
church and people of God who bear a covenant- 
ST relation to him. In the gth verſe ſuch were his 
ST preſent impreſſions of the Honour and majeſty 
1 of the bleſſed God, that he again breaks forth, 
he cannot get off the ſubject, and proclaims the 
abſolute ſovereignty, the unlimited dominion 
and ſupremacy ef this. God. over all the world, 
and over all that is called God; and from that 
to the end of the pſalm, he addrefleth himſelf to 
the church of God, and to each one who loves 
his holy-name; and in the warmeſt manner re- 
- commends to them to maintain their allegiance 
and fidelity to him, and to rejoice in him as their 
portion: the firſt direction he gives them is in 
the 10 verſe, Je that love the Lord, hate evil: 
which I have taken as the ſubject of this diſcourſe. 
The great meaning and ſenſe of the words 1s: 
= plain and obviaus, and therefore I ſhall propoſe 
the particular heads of the explication, 1. I ſhall 
endeavour, as God enables me, to explain the 
Character which is here given of the people of: 
God, or ſuch as are in a ſpecial relation to him ;. 
Te that loue the Lord. 2: Iſhall explain the duty. 
= preſcribed in the text, as incumbent upon all that 
Iove the Lord. 3. I ſhall ſtate the connexion be- 
4 twixt theſe two, or ſhew the indiſpenſible obli - 
gations that ly upon all ſuch as love the. Lord to 
hate evil: and conclude with ſeme practical re- 
. flections. i : 
« I. I ſhall. explain the character of thoſe that 
= _ are in coverant with God, as ſet forth by the. 


2 =P 
4 3 


3 püſalmiſt in the text; Ye that love the Lord; and 
1 an this head it will. be needful to enquire. 1. In 
. n. 


* 1 


DEMS. "to add tb. -. Saad "Is 0 'Y . . PIT 
— 3 - 8 o 
F an, oe 3d i Nen 9 a "Iv Foy 
: 3 ; N 


9 P 
ot, N 3 8 <4 - * l 


* 


Mr Howe 's ce e 05 


Serm. 13 


general why love to God or any one angle grace 
is given as their character; and, 2. More parti- 
cularly to explain the nature of that love.to God: 
which will inferone's being of the number of the. 
people of God. 


1. There is nothing more familiar inſcripture. 


than to find the character of the people of God 
drawn from ſome one or other eminent grace 


wherewith they are endowed; for inſtance, by 


their love to God as in the text, in other places 
of ſcripture, by their fear of God, Pſal. Ixvi. 16. 
Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath. done for my. ſoul. By their. 


knowledge of God, John xvii. 3. This is life. 
eternal, that they might know thee, the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent >. 

by their faith in God, Iſa. xxviii. 16. behold r 


lay in Zion, for a foundation, a ſtone, a tried: 


tone, a precious corner-ſlone, a ſure foundation: 
he that believeth ſhall not be aſhamed. By their 
hope in God, Pſal. cxlvii. 11. The Lord taketh: 
pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe that hope 
in his mercy. At other. times we find their. 
character ſo expreſſed, as to comprehend all theſe. 


in it, when they are called ſaints, holy ones, them 


that walk uprightly, and ſuch like. And the 


| reaſon of. this ſeems. to be, becauſe ſuch is the 


miſerable circumſtances of human nature in its: 


fallen eſtate, and all men are by nature enemies. 


to God, Rom. viii. 7, the carnal mind is enmity. 


againſt God! for it is not ſubject to the law of. 


God, neither indeed can be. And from this en- 
mity againſt God, this unwillingneſs and inabili- 
t. to be ticks to the Jaw of God, the * or. 
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love of God, faith or hope in him are dead, until 
E the Spirit of God in a day of almighty power- 
overcome and ſubdue this enmity, and by infuſ- 
ing a principle of ſpiritual life, it licenſeth the 
mind to act love to God, faith, or hope, or fear, 
or any other exerciſe of grace, according to the 
different apprehenſions and impreſſions which 
4 the renewed mind may have of God; or the vari- 
3 ous circumſtances it may feel itſelf in, and there- 
| fore, when any one grace of the ſpirit is given as 
the character of the people of God, it is not to 
exclude all the other graces from entering their 
character; no, it is owing to this, that where 
3 one grace is really in exerciſe, .it ſuppoſeth a 
= principle of ſpiritual life in the mind, infallibly - 
concludes a renewed ſtate, and that the holy 
ſpirit has begun a good work, who will alſo carry 
it on to the day of Chriſt; and will ſo inflame 
the vital principle which he has infuſed, that the 
mind ſhalbact faith, and love, and hope, and fear, 
and joy, and. ſorrow, and produce the exerciſe of 
every other grace, according to the various cir- 
eumſtances one may be in, and the different 
views of God one may have. But I proceed to 
what lies more directly beſore us, namely, 
Io explain the nature of that love to God, 
Which will infer one's being of the number of 
* the people of God: where I ſhall conſider the 
object of this love, the ground and foundation 
of it, or what it ĩs that kindles it in the object 
3 which it fixeth upon, the principal act of it; and 
- the effects which it naturally cauſeth- | 
I. As to the object of this love, Te that love 
the Lord, the glorious Jehovah, While man 
* | maintained 


oY Serm. 13 Mr Hees Select Sermons. 2 
tit maintained his integrity he had all confidence 
er- in his approaching God abſolutely conſidered, 3 
" and kept a familiar correſpondence with God: 
ne but how ſoon he rebelled and fell into tranſgref- DB 
r. ſions, that bleſſed fellowſhip was quite interrupt- 
1e ed, and from a ſenſe of his being expoſed to the 
h ſevere reſentment of the wrath of the moſt High, 
bo he could entertain no milder apprehenſions of be 
„ God, but as an offended and irreconcilable WY 


cnemp, as a faithful and impartial judge, who: 
would for certain vindicate the authority of his 
own law, in the puniſhment of ſuch a wilful 
tranſgreſſor thereof, and unworthy deſpiſer of | 
his goodneſs, and accordingly. he ran from the ® _ i 
preſence of God; becauſe, ſays he, [was afraid 
'and aſhamed; and hence it follows, that God ab- 
ſolutely conſidered, becomes altogether te- 
rible to a guilty creature, and in ſuch a ſtate there © 
is no hopes of pardon, no proſpeCt of getting 
free from everlaſting puniſhment; whatever ſomnem 
55 have indiſcreetly ſaid, that we are obliged, or that 
: it is poſſible to love God tho? he ſhould damn us, 
5 it cannot in reaſon be fuppoſed but - that one in 
ſuch circumſtances ſhould ſay againſt the author 
of its torment, and do. all the deſpite to him it 
can, and even wiſh tho' in vain, that he were 
not! This ſeems the neceſſary conſequent of ſuen 
a deſperate ſtate, and we find this exactly ex- 
emplified in the fallen angels, which are at pre- Y 
_ ſent in this ſad caſe, and is plainly intimated to 
us in the ſcriptures, by thoſe expreſſions made 
uſe of to ſet forth the wretchedſlate of thoſe un - 
happy ſinners of mankind who are now out of 
the reach of merey. They are. repreſented as i 
Ras: ee ty ns Op gnaſhing 1 
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gnaſhing their teeth, and therefore the object of 
the people of God's love, is not God abſolutely: 
conſidered, but as exalted on a throne of grace, 
to whom there is acceſs for ſinners of mankind, 
in that new and living way which is conſecrated 
by rending the vail of Chriſt's fleſh, and who has 
{et on foot a treaty of reconciliation betwixt him- 
felf and finners, thro' the mediation of his own 
eternal Son, whom God hath ſet forth as a pro- 
pitiation for ſin, and who is our Advocate with 
the Father able and willing to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all that come to God thro? him: and to this 
purpoſe we find when Moſes deſired a diſcovery. 
of the glory of God, God made ſuch a diſcovery 
of himſelf as was ſuited to the preſent circum- 
ſtances of mankind in a lapſed ſtate. That tho? 
he would by no means clear the guilty, yet he 
had ſound a method of reconciliation, wherein, 
with the ſafety of his purity and holineſs, he 
could proclaim himſelf to ſinners, The Lord Gd 
merciful and gracious. 
The revelation by Jeſus Chriſt ſets this matter 
ſtill in a clearer light; the apoſtle calls the goſpel 
eminently the miniftry of reconciliation, and 
that God is propoſed in it, as-in Chrift recon- 
cling the world unto himſelſ, not imputing unto. 
men their treſpaſſes. Having ſtated the object 
of this love, I ſhall next enquire into the grounds 
of it, or, 2. What it is in this object that this 
love fixeth upon: The beſt way to know this 
will be to reflect a little upon the natural act- 
ings of our minds, and obſerve what it is in any 
object which excites our love; and we will find. 
that our love to any object is founded upon 
fn Teal. 
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Ct of real or concerred-value.which we apprehend in 

itely that object, and in a connexion we conceive there 

ace, is betwixt the enjoyment of that object and our 

ind, own happineſs, where either of theſe are want- 

ted ing our love will be but cold and low, if we can 

has at all be ſaid to love ſuch an object: and the rea- 

* Aon is plain, becauſe it produceth a ſecret ſhame 

wn in us, we reproach ourſelves, and are ſhy to own 

* an affection to any thing which is worthleſs and 

ith of no value; and on the other ſide, however 

er- valuable any thing may be in itſelf, yet if we 

his do not feel an uneafineſs in the want of it, but 

Try. propoſe happineſs enough to curſelves-without 

+ & it, we will ſtand very indifferently and coolly 

. affected towards it: now if we apply this to the 

15 object of love ſpoken of in the text, the bleſſed 

e. Godin himſelf is valuable without all parallel, 

n . the moſt excellent and amiable being, infinite! g 3 
2 great and good, glorious in himſelf, in all his 
4 perfections, counſels, ways, and works; an al. 


ſufficient, ſelf- ſufficient Being, the almighty, eter- 


5 nal, unchingeable Jehovah, the only true God, 
l glorious in holineſs and full of compaſſions; and 
3 on theſe accounts deſerves our higheſt value and 


eſteem, and the preference to any thing elſe. 
If we further view this adorable object in the con- 


nexion there | is betwixt our happineſs and the 
enjoyment of him: he 1s ſurely the alone ob- 
ject ſuited to anſwer the unbounded cravings 


of an immortal ſoul. In his favour is life, and 
our happineſs can only be rated by an intereſt in 
his loving kindneſs. What can we want, or what 
would we have that deſerves the name of good, 

that . ĩs not to be found with him,and4 in the pro- 


miſes 
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miſes of the covenant? ſure the ſoul that has 
this God for their reconciled God and portion 
through Chriſt may ſay, even in the want of 


all things elſe, they have enough and need no 


more: and en. the-otherhand, one who is in a 

ſtate of diſtance and eſtrangement from ther 
God, is but poorly provided for happineſs, tho 
poſſeſſed of the gain of the whole creation with- 
out him. . ON | | 
. Theſe two things inſeparably are the ground 


of this love, andour love to God fixes upon both; 


and it is a piece of ſpeculation rather too refined 
to be put in practice, or apt to diſquiet and tor- 
ment the minds of men, as well as idle and uſe- 
leſs in itſelf, to talk of loving God for himſelf, 
abſtracting from the conſideration of our hap- 
pineſs its being only to be found in him: and 
it ſeems to be of dangerous conſequence to brand 
the loving of God with this view, as mercenary 
and unacceptable, at leaſt our gracious God who 


knows our frame beſt requires no ſuch thing 


at our hands; on the contrary we find that a be- 


lief that God is a rewarder of them that diligently 


ſeek him, is joined with a belief of what he is 


in himſelf, as an equal motive to excite us to come 


to him, which in the language of ſcripture com- 
prehends our love, fear, faith, and all the other 


branches of the chriſtian diſpoſition, Heb. ii. &. 


Beſides that there is an admirable ſubſerviency 
in both theſe views of God, for all the purpoſes 


of our loving him, and every other part of reli- 


gion that we cannot deſtroy anyone ofthem with- 
out harm to practical godlineſs. The abſtract. 
conſideration of the awful majeſty and perſecti- 

ons 
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0 ons of the glorious God is apt to fink and diſ- 
on | ; 3 bats 
courage ſinful creatures, if they had not the rich 
communications of the divine pity and favour 
to encourage them to apply:to him, and to en- 
courage our expectations of good from him; and 
on the other hand, notwithſtanding all the mer- 
. ciful condeſcenſions of divine grace and bounty 
| to che duſt of his footſtool, a ſenſe of his glori 


man, inſpires with high and honourable appre- 
2 henfions of him, makes them lay themſelyes 
on humbly in the duſt before him, and worlkip 
and ſerve him, under a ſenſe of their diſtance 

| and un vorthineſs in his fight. This might be 
largely confirmed by inſtances taken fromderip- 


ture ſaints, di 


f, 
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certain love muſt act different according to the 
different views which the mind takes-of the ob- 


ject upon which. the love is fixed. Lore u 


att in a wayof ftrong deſire to have the poſſeſhon 
_andenjo t of che object beloved; hen con- 
ſidered on the other hand as actually in poſſeſſion, 


Wa 


* * 1 


cency. Thus while an intereſt in God thro? 


Chriſt is doubtfuJ, and the contrary feared, ana 


at the Tame time the mind ãs under a thoroug! 

and iaſting conviction, that God alone is a ſatis- 
fying portion, and tho ãthad all the world beſdes 
vithout him it would be miſerable: this draws 
out the ſoul to-carneft deſires to have God for 
His reconciled Father and friend in Chriſt, and 
while many are ſaying who * ſhew us any 


good- 
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perfections and excellency, humbles the pride of 


love will act in a way of delight and compla- 
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= good, that ſoul's higheſt deſire is, Lord, lift on 
_— me the light of thy countenance, there is none 
nn heaven or earth I deſire beſide thee, O that I 
| knew where J might find him. The ſoul in this 
caſe expreſſes its love by thirſt for God, even the 
living God, it longs and cries and mourns in 
his fight as deſolate and wanting all things, tho 
at receive ſome-token for good, ſome evidence of 
an intereſt in him thro? Chriſt. On the other 
hand, when the Spirit of God ſhines upon his 
.own work in the ſoul, ſo as the renewed mind 
.Can'lay claim to God as his God, love acts in a 
Way of delight and complacency, then its medi- 
tation of him is eminently ſweet, then heart and 
lips are opened and enlarged in praiſing him 
duo has given them counſel to ſeek their happi- 
nei where only it is to be found, then it can en- 
Joy God through our Lord Jeſus Chrift by whom 
it has received the atonement, and go to God 
as its.exceeding Joy, and ſay in the language of 
tte pfalmiſt, with a flowing delight and com- 
placency of ſoul, Pſal. xvi. 5, 6, 7. The Lord is 
the portion of my cup and my inheritance, thou 
maintaineſt my lot. The lines are fallen to me 
eo Sn fleaſent plates ; 1 have & godly heritage. 
'Y Thott haſt put gladneſs in my heart: I will lay 
me down and take quiet reſt, becauſe thou 0 
Lord ſuſtaineſt me. This is love in its moſt raif- 
ed and exalted ſtains; this is as it were a fore- 
taſte, or rather the beginnings of that eternal 
reſt and conſolation which remains forthe people 
of God. Only to prevent miſtakes here, you 
mould obſerve that tho either of theſe are ge- 
wine ats of love to Got, yer love to God is 
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and in all ages. But I ſhall conclude this head 
by mentioning ſome of the native effects of real 
love to God, which flow from this paſſion in ſome 


mindin ſome meaſure into the divine likeneſs and 


from the perſon whom he loves. It is a ſtated 
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moſt frequently ag habitually b in a way = 
of thirſting, and panting, and Jonging defires, MY 
by believers on this fide heaven. Few of them' ñ⁵ 
that love the Lord are got above all theit doubt? 
and fears, and the imperfection- of the new na- 
ture, the remains of a body of death, the trial of 
their grace, the defects of their obedience; and 
many times the wrong turn and bent of their 
natural tempers and conditions are too certain 
cauſes of this: and this accords with the experi- 
ence of the lovers of God in the ſacred records, 


meaſure, where even *tis found, and are itifepar-" 
able from it, and what you may make uſe of ether 
as marks to try the ſoundneſs and trutli of t 
profeſſions of love to God you have made on t 
occaſion, or as inſtructive directions to info 
you how you ought to carry it towards God in- 
your whole courſe, in conſequence of the migh 
obligations you brought yourſelves under yeſt A 
day in eating the facramental bread and drinking? 1 
the ſacramental cup. | | 

1. Love to God will: narurally transform the 


4 


image; love is of an aſhmulating nature, and 
makes every one take ſome meaſures of likeneſs: 


principle with all that love the Lord, that holi-. i 
neſs is the foundation of all happineſs that is rea! 
or laſting, and the more holy, that is the mare 
like to God, who is ne +4 glorious in this 
TT the more > orgy he would be; this 
1 2 puts“ 
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puts him upon conſidering the diſorder fn has 


I introduced into che | 
1 | e human nature, 
agent e, and 
4 ) dl gent uſe of all the means of grace for Jax bred a 


and formed into a lik 
= 2 8 ; a lik « 
, mity to the divine nature. eneſs and confor- 


ks 1 
l ne commands. iong men 


it paſſes f ich ſtain of ;; 
in enn Ah ſtain of impudence and dig 
Beende one to make great profeſſions of 
e cr whom notwithſtandinghe ise 1 
| 2 5 Erately offending, and It is juſt] mat f 
2 1 0, becauſe it is the very natural effect or 
hn, Is luer fene age 
ning they know is diſpleaſing and difagreeabl- 
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d 1 plainly to have determined this | 
a 21. {f any man love me he will. 
st. be that leueth me Not keep. 

K Anather fcb the love. of God cauſeth ig. 
wo d 1KIng and high eſteem of all the ; 

praiſe, the Fane ot worſhip, fuch as prayer, 

wn day, the hearing and reading 
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his word, the goſpel ſacraments; and the reaſon 
is becauſe theſe are the appointed means of our 
holding communion and maintaining # corre- 
ſpondence with the great object of qur love. 
Real love will make thoſe who love another fond 
of frequent opportunities of correſponding with 
one another at a diſtance in all the practicable 
ways of doing it, and this makes the lover of 
God love the habitation of his houſe, and the 


* 


d place where his honour dwells; to eſteem the / 


has: 
1 = = 
* 
he 
us 
M 
2 
1 


e Lord's day as the holy of the Lord, hongurable;z 
. he redeems his time, and carefully lays it out in 
1 an attendance-- upon the inſtitutions of divine 
worſhip, and he looks on the time ſpent in theſe 
C as the golden ſpots of it; to ſee the power and the 
: glory of God in the ſanctuary, or in the more 
| ſecret duties of appointed worſhip is his higheſt 
ambitien, and moſt pleaſant gratification in life, 
and the end he propoſes to himſelf i to get ſuch- 
renewed diſcoveries of the object of his love as 


may engage him more ſtrongly to follow on to 


know and ſerve. him, and to receive from God 
ſuch communications of his Spirit and grace as 
may enable him to run with chearfulneſs in the 
ways of his commandments. 


- - » ” 


4. Another neceſſary effi cx of the Ia God 


2. 


is a concern forthe jntereſt of God in the world 


and a zeal for advanecing his honour. and glory 
among men. It is a common effectof love among 
men for one to be- ſeriouſly affected to ſee an 


thing done to the prejudice of his friends intereſt. 


or to hear evil ſpoken of him, and to dq all in 
his power to ſupport and promote his friends ins; 
tereſt-in his abſence: ſo where the love of God: 
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tales place it will produce a ſad regret! and'grief 

of mind to ſee the honour of God ſlighted and 

trampled upon by profane ſinners. Rivers of tears 

zz run dun mine eyes, ſays a lover of God (the 

royal pſalmiſt) 1 the wicked do not keep 

. thy ions; So on the other hand; there is no 

rreater occaſion of joy in the world to a zealous 

er of the Lord than to obſerve firiners'convert- 

ed, ſubjects brought into the kingdom of grace, 

or himſelf made active in ſerving the cauſe of 

| God and promoting his honour in the ſtation 

yl wherein providence has placed him, and to bear 

very particular affection and regard-to all who 

bear che image of God and are engaged in the 

lervice of God, and are ſeriouſly concerned to 

advance bis honour as oy” have opportunity 
and ability. 

Finally, another eff C the love of God 
eanſerh (where it is real) is ſtrong defires after 
the neareſt and moſt complete enjoy ment of God 
1 the object of their love. Thoſe who heartily: lo 
= - oneaniother, are in pain to be kept at a diſtance 
from one another tliey chuſe to be much together, 
and if poſſible never to part; and this agrees 
exactly with the experience of the lovers of God, 
and with the eommon experience of the genera- 
tion of the ri hteous in all ages; who grone 
while in this tabermele, being burdened with 
many ſins, and many ſorrows, and may fears, 

} and long for the dawn of that glorious day ken 

ſmadows ſhall flee away, when fn and ſatan and 
{ temptation; . ſhall have no more acceſs to'defile- 
or grieve them, when they fha!! put on perfeCti-- 


on and ſee the A love face to face, 
without 
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witkout any more interruptions of their love to 
him or of his gracious eountenance towards them. 


II. To explain the duty incumbent upon the 
ſincere lovers of God; hate evil, that 18, Sin: 
and upon this head, I ſhall ſhew. r. 'Phar fin is 


the proper object of our moſt” intenſt hatred . 


2. I-fhalt enquire what is included it this hat - 

red of ſin or how this hatred at ſin diſcovers it- 

ſelf in therwthar love the Lord: | | 
1. I ſhall ſhewtbat ſin is the proper object of 


our moſt intenſe hatred; this will be evident if 


we conſider the nature of this paffion, and what” 
it is that raiſeth it in the minds of men: hatred 


is a paſſion directly oppoſite to love, and ariſetn 


from oppoſite cauſes, namely; a real or fancied* 
Faſeneſs and vileneſs we apprehend to be in any” 
object; or ſrom a tendency we conceive” it has 
to make us miſerable; either of theſe will natur- 
ally kindle our averfion andabhorrence; but both 


together raiſeth the moſt intenfe and war m hat“! 


red we are capable of. Now. if we conſider fin 
in itſelf or in its tendency to make us mſſerable, 
we will find it anobject moſt worthy of out keen- 
eſt abhorrence and oppefition. In elf fin is 


the abominable thing which God hates and lothes; 


he is of purer eyes than look on it wittioutabhor- 
zenceanddeteſtation; it is contrary to his nature, 


a violation of his authority and law; a contempt _ 
of his goodneſs and a'defiance of his diſpleaſure, 


it is a trampling under foot the blood of the co: 
venant, and doing what in us lies to fruſtrate- 
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ſented in ſcripture by moſt odious metaphors 
ſuch as a leproſy, a loathſome diſeaſe, the moſt 
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a doing deſpite to the ſpirit of God, and a: reſiſt · 
ing his motions; it debaſes our reaſonable na- 
tures beneath the beaſts that periſh, and is repre- 


miſerable ſlavery and-bondage. If we view it- 


in its tendency to our miſery, it makes us com- 


pleatly miſerable; when indulged it is apt to 
plunge us into all poſſible diſtreſſes for this and 
the world to come. One ſinner waſtes his health, 
another brings himſelf to a piece of bread, another 
comes to a ſhameful and untimely end: all kinds 
of fin throws a blemiſh upon one's reputation, 
diſturbs the peace and order of ſociety; every ſin 
ruffles and diſcompoſes the peace of the mind, 
and fills it with ſname and herror, where many 
times the fearful forebodings of an inſuportable 


load of mifery is begun even in this world; or- 


tho' the ſinner. ſhould eſcape without this hell 
upon earth, yet at the long run, without through 
repentance and application to the blood of atone- 
ment, it is ſure to ſink the inner into the low-- 
eſt hell, that lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtones for the wages of fin is death, and there - 
fore what can be the proper object of our outmoſt. 
abhorrence and aver ſion, if ſin is not. But I pro- 
ceed, 0 „„ 

2. To ſhew how this hatred acts and exerts it- 
ſelf againſt ſin in all them that love the Lord; 
which you may alſo uſe as marks or directions. 
1. This averſion to ſin that is found in them 
that love the Lord, is ſpread thro' all the powers 
of the wind, and acts againſt all and every ſin. 
There are but few ſinners ſo notoriouſly aban- 
| e Ws doned, » 


- 
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doned, whoſe conſcienees are ſeared to that de- 


ee in a courſe of fin, as to have their reafonand 


judgment deliberately approvingthem in their 
wicked praCtice, or whoare got above all remorſe 
and fear: no, the reaſon and common ſenſe of 


mankind does ſuggeſt a great deal againſt fin, if 


ſinners eould be prevailed upon to liſten to it; 
there can be no clearer proof of this than that 


However far one may be gone into the love and 


practice of any particular vice, yet another vice 
which he ſees another pallowingangand which 
he himſelf is not addicted to raiſes hisindignationg, 


and appears ugly and abeminable to him, and he 


will exelaim vehemently againſt it, and juſt ſo 
will that other perſon cry. out againſt the vice 
which another is in love with, if he does notreliſh, 
it himſelf. nay, a man's on reaſon condemns. 
thoſe very vices which he himſelf is a ſlave to, 


and it is apt to kindle his abhorrence when es 
Tees another dealing in them. It is matter of 
daily obſer vation, and invincibly, confirms- this 


truth, to ſee parents ſeverely. chaſlifing and ab? 


* 
= 


borring in their children. thoſe very fins which 


they can indulge themſelves freely in; nor are: 


there any ſinners, Jam apt to think, who, ſoon - 
ar or later, in ſome degree, do not feel. the 


throwes and ſtings of an accuſing. conſcience ; 


but the caſe-is, the. will and affections of ſinners | 
are ſo deeply engaged on the: {ide of ſin, their 
affections are ſo plunged in brutal gratifications, 


as not to ſavour the things of God, ſo that what- 


ever faint reſiſtance reaſon and conſcience may 
make ageinſt ſin, yet the will is ſo biaſed by the- 
carnal affeQions, and 0 fo. euſlaved; to. impure a 
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luſts, and the ſinner ſo in love with bis chains, 


that fin reigns and predominates; but then it 


is otherwiſe with them whoſe hearts have been 
circumciſed to love the Lord God; who have 
been humbled:thoroughly under a conviction of 
the exceeding evil of ſin, the obftinacy of whoſe 
wills have been brought down and berided ano- 
ther way, in a day of almighty power, whoſe. 
affections have been difentangled from the bon- 
dage of theſe cruel tyrants, and detẽmined and 
enabled to ſet them on things above, and againſt. 
_— thing contrary to the holy nature and law 
of God, to that degree that every one, ſmall' 
and great, that loves the Lord, can ſay in ſome 


meaſfure with the apoſtle, 7 delight” in the law of 


_ the Lord after the inner man: and in ſo much 
as he delights in the law of the Lord, in ſo much 


muſt he abhor fin of all kinds, which is the breach 
and contempt of it; even thoſe ſins that are 


dear to him as a right hand he cuts off, and as a 


right eye he pulls out, and watches againſt thoſe 
{ſins which have his eonſtitution, or his circum-- 
ſtances in this world, or any other thing which: 
it valuable in its own room, on their ſide, and 
are ready moſt eaſily to beſet him. Pf. xviii. 22. 
Juas upright” before him, and I hept' myſelf 
from mine iniquity. . . 


2. This batred againſt fin diſcovers itſelf in 


all the lovers of God by a conſcientious and ſteady: 


improvement of all the means of grace which 
. God has appointed for the mortification of ſin: 
the lover of God is ſadly ſenſible that evil is ſtill 
preſent with him, and this puts him to prayer, 
meditation, watchfulneſs, and all the other ap- 
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inted means for getting it more and ge folks 
dued; he calls in the aids and influences of the 
divine Spirit, from a conviction of his own in- 
ability and inſufficiency for this purpoſe; he 
maintains a conſtant jealouſy over heart and life, 


of is ſhy and fearful, weighs and conſiders thoughts, 

oſe words and actions; obſerves the firſt a ces 

10- of temptations, when aſſaulted takes to him the 

Ye. armour of God and makes reſiſtance, and tho? he 

n- ſhould be worſted in ſome particular inſtances, f 
1d. his hatred at fin does not abate, Rom. v. 17. The 
t evil that Ihate that T do. Moſt like an enraged 
w. enemy, who, tho“ overcome for once, is ſo fa 
It from dropping the quarrel that he is yet more 
nal] exaſperated, and makes more diligent preparation 
F for a new onſet; in like manner the lover of God "x 4 1 
1 humbles himſelf deeply in the fight of God on 

1 the account of ſin that dwells in him implores 

F further meaſures of the ſanctifying and ſin-mor-- _# 
|  tifying grace of the holy Spirit that he may be of 


able to ſtand out againſt after temptations, more 
to the honour of God and his own comfort. 
3. This hatred againſt ſin never ceaſeth till it 
obtains the death of ſin; nothing can reconcile 
the love of God to fin; all the baits and allure- 
ments it can poſſibly put on never move him, 
it is the utter extirpation of it he wants or not- 
ing will ſatisfyim, and therefore he continues 
to wreſtle and combat with it, and looks. on him- 
delf while in the world as in the land of his ene- 
mies, and longs for the day of complete redemp- * 1 
tion, and an admittance into that quiet habita- 1 
tion where the weary are at reſt; and in the 1 
mean Ame While the Lord delays his coming, 
| frequently 
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1 frequently vents the burden of his ſoul in the 
warm language of the apoſtle, Rom. vii. 24. 
* DV wretched man that I am, who ſhall deli ver me 
= From this body of fin and death? Thanks be to 
= Cod who givethus the victory through cur Lord 

= Flac Gorit, OT” 
=, _—__— to the third general head : 
III. To ſtate the connexion betwixt the cha- 
4 racter in the text and the duty preſcribed. 
1. I might ſtate this connexion from the ob- 
Ugations of duty. All mankind are under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations of duty to love the Lord 
and hate evil; the very relation there is between 
an infinitely holy Creator and a reaſonable crea- 
ture founds an eternal and unalterable obligation 
upon every ſuch creature to hate ſin and avoid 
what may be difpleafing in his ſight: this obli- 
gation grows upon us from the care and good- 
meſs af divine providence. Chriſtianity in ge- 
naeral, and the obligations of baptiſm, add more 
force to the ties of creation and daily providence; 
but the obligation is mfinitely increaſed upon 
the lovers of God who are not mere nominal 
chriſtians, but have ſtrengthened every other ob- 
ligation by a ſolemn ſurrender of themfelves to 
Bod in Chriſt in the goſpel method at their 
Fonverſion, when the Spirit of God opened their 
eyes to ſee the evil of fin, the diſhonour it does 
to God, and the miſery it involves the ſinner in. 
How many vows and engagements againſt ſin 
base they brought themſelves under in ſecret 
bdefore God, when their iniquities compaſſed 
= themabout? How many reſolutions have they 
formed to renounce and forſake it; that God 
* 3 N alone 
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8 ſhould be their portion and happ 
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ineſs, and 
the ſupreme object of their love and delight; 5 


and that all his enemies ſhould be their ènemies, 

to which none but God and their own conſcien- 
ces have been privy, and which they renewed in 
the ſolemn tranſaction of yeſterday at the Lord's 
table, and on many former occaſions? And 


therefore, Je that love the Lord, hate evil : for 


are you not of all perſons ia the world the moſt 
ſtrongly bound to do ſo in duty, your ownſelves 


being judges? 
2. I might reaſon this connexion from the ob- _ 
ligations of intereſt. Intereſt 1s a ſtrong prin- 


ciple of action among mankind; ſelf- preſerva- 


tion, and a a thirſt aſter happineſs 3 is deeply root-.. 


ed in human nature, and will put men wg 


very eager and warm purſuits of what the 
prehend connected with their intereſt. 

men fondly conceive their chief -happineſs to vey 
zn the gratification of the luſts of the fleſh, and 


of the mind, no wonder if they proſecute their 


Ffinſul courſes with the utmoſt vigour ; but the 


yery light of nature directs men to higher pur- , 


faits, and a more noble and laſting bappineſs : 
the chriſtian revelation has brought life and im- 
mortality to a clear light and aſcertains all that 


ſow to the lleſh, that of the fleſh they ſhall reap 


corruption; but Where the Spirit of God has 
been ſavingly enlightening the mind, which is 
the caſe with all they that Jove God, their chief 


happineſs is diſcovered to them to bes in the fa- 


your of God, in peace with him, thro”. Jeſus, 


and the joyful ſenſe of it in communion with 


God and e to him, and the eternal en. 
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joyment of him in a better . But then how 
croſs and prejudicial to ſuch an intereſt is ſin? 
Why, ſin ſeparates betwixt God and the ſoul, 
cauſes a painful ſenſe of guilt, interrupts his in- 
tercourſe with heaven, provokes the Spirit of 


trouble by reaſon of thehidings of God's counte- 
nance, hinders his progreſs in holineſs, and lays 
under great indiſpoſition and unprepatedneſs for 
the heavenly inheritance, ,Wherefore Te that 
love the Lord, hate evil: for of all perſons you 
1 are moſt obliged to do ſo by all the tyes of in- 
© -ereſt. 
I might illuſtrate this connexion from the 
ations of gratitude. Ingratitude is a moſt 
monſtrous and ſhocking deformity in human 
nature; and this is the common ſentiments of 


are under the moſt inviolable obligations of gra- 


Tervation, and every merciful circumſtance in 
- their lot. A revelation of the mind and will of 
God to men, adds to the other obligations of gra- 
titude which are ſtill the ſtron ger, in proportion 
to the greatneſs of the neceſſiy there was for 
ſuch a revelation. But then the obligations of 
gratitude grow infinitely upon the lovers of God, 
who love him becauſe he firſt loved them; they 


9; God the Father pitied the ſad miſery he 
mforeſaw fin would plunge them in, he entertain - 


ally parted with the Son of his own boſom to re- 


Tearſu 


5 


titude to the great Creator for their being, pre- 


were the objects of divine love from all eterni- 


God to withhold his influences „q caufſeth ſore 


mankind about i it, and it is as. plain that all men - 


HY 


ed thoughts of mercy towards them, and actu- 


ue them from the melancholy bondage and 
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ſuffered to lie ſecurely in the gall of bitterneſs: 


dreſs to you that love the Eord, who have taſted» i 
that he is gracious, and have had ſerious and af- i 


and to make the entire dedication of your all to 
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fearſul puniſhment of fin : the delights of Gd 
the Son were allo with them from eternity; he 
chearfully undertock their recovery,and delights + M 
ed to do his Father's will, tho' it was to offer 
himſelf a facrifice to the juſtice of God in their 
ſtead, The holy Ghoſt applies the promiſed re- 
demption to them, and has actually given them 
counſel to ſet their affeQions on the proper ob- 
ject, has begun their deliverance from fin in re 
generation, and in carrying it on in their gra- 
dua! ſanctification, while others, Who perhaps 
enjoy more external advantages than they, are 2 


and bond of iniquity; now does fin as far as pof- 
ſible counteract all theſe gracious purpoſes of 
redeeming- love. Then ye that love the Lord, 
hate evi}, othefwiſe you are the moft monſtrout- i 
ly ingrate perſons in the univerſe. ä 
I ſhould now make ſome practical improve- 
ment of the whole, but as J have endeavoured to 
run the whole diſcourſe in as practical a ſtrain 
as poſſible, I fhall detain you the leſs here: and, 
1. 1 would drop a ſentence or two in an ad-: 


fecting convictions and impreffions of the love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and of the exceeding 
evih and ſinfulneſs of fin, and have felt the con? 
ſtraints of the love of God in Chriſt, ſo as ta "i 
make choice of him as your Father and portion, 
him through Jeſus, with a full reſolution to 
abandon and hate fin, the only thing that ſepa- 


rates betwixt this holy One and the work of his 3 
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own bands. Though others are inſenſible of 
theſe things, though theſe live as witheut Gcd 
in the world, though he is ſcarce in all their 
thoughts, Which are ſwallowed up with Gnſv] 
and vain imaginations and purſuits, yet ye are. 
the fait of the earth. Let him not be for a day 
or an hour altogether out of your minds; but be 
ſtill looking upwards and praying earneſtly ſcr 

the conſtant influences of the holy Spirit to ccn- 
” form us more and more to the love of Ged and. 
the hatred of fin of all kinds: bleſs his holy 


Eg” name who has been pleaſed to make ſuch clear 


and affecting diſcoveries of his good-will to 
men in the goſpel, and in the difpenſation of 
goſpel- ordinances, wherein the glories of God's 
love in Chriſt to the rebellious children of men 
nine forth in the perfection of beauty. Praiſe 
him who ſent the Spirit of his Son into thy 
mind to open thine eyes, and cauſed the light 
of his glory, as it ſhines in-the face of Jeſus, to 
ſhine into thy darkened mind, and thereby draw - 
and allure thy ſoul from fin and vanity to him 
Telf, and while thou waſt a ſtranger ard enemy 
re conciled thee to himſelf thro? the death of his 
Son. Raiſe your voices on a day of thankſgiv- 
ing aſter the holy ſupper in the praiſes of God, 
and cry for a breathing of the Spirit, that your 
hearts may be filled with the warmeſt impreſhons 
of that tender and unſpcakable love of the God ij 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that looked \ 
upon thee with an che cf pity in thy low eſtate, 4 
and gave his only begotten. Son to be thy Al- » 
mighty Redeemer, to deliver thee from fin and 
wrath, and to raiſe thee up to a lite of faith, and 

E "I N love 
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grace arid goodneſs into laciviouſneſs. | bY 14 


of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end, for 
revelation of Feſus Chriſt ; as obedient children, 
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love, and holineſs, till thou arrive at the full 4 
ſtature of the perfect man in Chriſt Jeſus. Seek” 
to attain and maintain a lively ſenſe of the dying 
love of the dear Redeemer, who was loaded wit 
forrows and indignities, ſcoffs and reproaches, 
yea and ſubmitted to bloody agonies and death 
to redeem thee from the power and puniſhment. 
of ſin. Believe it, chriſtians, that God's deſign 
in all theſe gractous counſels and performances 
for thee was that thou mighteſt be holy and with- 
out blame before him in love, and therefore im- 
prove them into ſo many arguments to engage 
thy ſincereſt, warmeſt love, and univerſal obe- 
dience to that God who loved thee firſt, other- 
wiſe thou hadſt never been 1 in a capacity of lov-" 
ing him. | 
I ſhall only add Rite that the more thou | 
:iveſt under the influence and in the meditation 
of the love of God to thee, the more chearful 
and willing will thy returns of duty be, and the 
greater abhorrence wilt thou have at fin, and de- 
ſpiſe and diſdain” the thoughts of turning 08. 


I ſhall conclude this addreſs in the lang guage 83 
of the apoſtle Peter, Wherefore gird up 10 loins \;: 
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the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
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not faſbioning yourſelves according to the for- 4% 
mer lufts, in your ighorance ; foraſmuch as rr 
know that you'were not redeemed with corrups " -\ 
tible things, as filver and gold, from your vain * 1 

converſation, received by tradition from your 
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as a Lamb without blemiſh and without [pot.. 
Pet. i. 13, &c, | 


2. I ſhall ſhut up all with a ſentence or two 
to thoſe whoſe characters are the reverſe. to that 
in the text, who are lovers of pleaſures, lovers 
of fin and the world, more than lovers of God, 


who declare their enmity to him by living in tbe 
neglect and contempt of the inſtitutions of his 
= worſhip, in ſecret, in their families, and in pub- 


lic; whoſe whole temper and way declare an- 


enmity to his juſtice and holineſs, power and 


truth, and a contempt and flight of his favour - 
and goodneſs, of his diſpleaſure and hatred ; 
whoſe practical language is, What is the Al- 
mighty, that we ſhould ſerve him? Such had 
need to think ſeriouſly that there can be no- 


thing more vile and monſtrous than ſuch a tem 
per and courſe. Not to love, or to prefer fin to 
the infinitely glorious God, who is tranſcen- 
dently glorious in himſelf, and endearing.in the 


riches of his mercy and grace, to. hate and con- 
temn the author of thy being, the fountain of all- 
thy mercies, the God of all hope, who has done 


fo much for thee, who never did thee wrong, 
but daily loads thee with his good beneſits, and 


makes the freeſt tenders of his boundleſs love in 
Chriſt for all the purpoſes of thy eternal and 
ſpiritual happineſs. Wilt thou not ſeek bim 


and love him, becauſe thou canſt not like his fa- 


vour or his ſervice, and loveſt thy luſts better, 


and doeſt not care to have any dealings with 


him, but to take thy own courſe. Think upon 

it ſeriouſly how you will be able to give an ac- 

count to him another day for ſuch a e 2 . 
N 0 abſur 
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. abſurd and abominable, then boss provoking _—_ 
ſuch a courſe mult be to that holy and juſt One, 
o who is angry with the wicked every day; thinx i 
at how odious and inexcuſable thy guilt in ſuch a ü 
18 caſe, and under the goſpel, muſt. be, and fay _ 
d, what vengeance can he too heavy to repay it. 
de Do you thus requite the Lord, fooliſh people and , = 
is unwiſe ; the Lord, who has born with you ſo 
— long, the Lord, who ſtill waits to be gracious, 
* becauſe he delights i in mercy, and this day re- 
: news the free offers of peace and retonciliation 
r- through a Redeemer, to the chief of ſinners 
5 within hearing. We are ambaffadors for Chriſt, MN 
A as though God did beſeech you by us, we prax i 
15 you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to Gd; 
5 may the Lord determine you by-his grace to 3 
28 comply with the offers of his grace; for believe 


it, your hands will not be ſtrong, nor will your 
hearts be able to endure, if he contend 1 in judg- 
ment with you. 

I conclude with the words of the ee 
Jude, verſe 20, &c. | 

But, ye beloved, building up yourſelves in 
your moſt holy faith, praying in the holy Ghoſt, 
keep yourſelves in the love of God, hooking for 
the mercy of the Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal 
life, hating even the garment ſpotted with the 
fleſh. Now ts him who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the 
preſence of his glory with exceeding joy tothe 
only wiſe God our ſaviour be glory and majeſty, * 
dominion and power, now and ever. Amen. 1 


SERMON 
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SER MON... XIV. 
Communion-E vening, at Newhills.. 


Auguſt 7, 1765. 
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Rev. . 6, th 


Unto him that ved us, and waſhed us from er eur” 
ſins in his own bleed, and hath made us kings 
and priefts unto God and his Father ; to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. | 


HEN the prophet John is offering up 2 
/ his earpeſt prayers to the thronè of 
grace in behalf of the churches of Chriſt in Aſia, 
having but mentioned the dear name Jeſus 
Chriſt, be kindles into a flame of love and de- 
votian, and breaks forth like lightning into a 
high commendation of him and aſcription of | 
praiſe to Him, Feſus Chrift who is the fai 423 
witneſs, Ge. De 
Your time will not admit that I ſhould enter | 
upon a particular illuſtration of all this com- 
mendatory character of the bleſſed Jeſus, I muſt 
paſs by what he ſays of his being the faithful 
witneſs, the firſt begotten of the dead, the prince. 
cf the kings of the earth, and ſhalt only. offer 
ycu a few thoughts, 5 
Firſt, Upon that part of the deſeription: 4 
which. bas the moſt endearing commendation in 


3 
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tt, Him that loved us and waſhed us from our 
2 "fins in his &wn' blood: | | | 
Secondly Explain the dexology, To him be glo- 
ry and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

| I. I return to the Hrft of theſe, namely, the 
- CQeſcription of the bleſſed Jeſus in theſe words, 
Him that loved us and waſhed us from our fins 
in his own blood, where you will obferve that his 

Jove is ſpoken of in genera}, and then a very 

= ſignal inſtance of it is mentioned in particular. 
I. His love is ſpoken of in general, He loved 
1 45 ; Where obſerve, 1. The 'peculiarity of his 
love; he loved us the ſons of men while the 
inning angels were paffed by, and left to all 
the conſequences of their fin and rebeltion; this 
is particularly taken notice of in ſcripture, Heb. 
ii. 16. He took not on him the nature of angels, 
but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. His 
love is made up of pity and compaſſion to us the 
Ioweſt order (for ought we know) of God's intel- 

3 ligent creatures, who had nothing to recom mend 
x us unto him any further than the miſery which 
=. ſinners involved in might move; it was a pecu- 
lar favourto ſallen man to become their Savi- 
our, when the angels who left their firtt efiate 
were caſt down tohell; and delivered into chains 
of darkneſs : here was riches of love as well as 
the: moſt affecting inſtance of diſtinguiſhing fa- 
Your and gocd-will to us the ſons of men, and 
thould put a ſpecial accent upon our aſeriptions 
of praite to him. But, 2. Obſerve the carlineſs 

of his love, his thoughts and purpoſes were 
*# thoughts and purpoſes of love from all eternity. 
H loved us in this view before we had a being, 


and 
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and under the proſpec of our fall and miſery, : 
and deſigned to advance the glory of his wiſdom ; 
and holineſs, but eſpecially of his love and grace 

in bringing many ſons and daughters from 
among the children of men to glory and eternal 


the ' jeſſedneſs, out of the ruins of the fall; this is 
rds, expreſly told us, Prov. viii. 29, 30. There were 
„early thoughts of love and kindneſs toward fin- 
his ners of mankind before the world was made. 
Ne; He ſolaced himſelf in the proſpect of what was 

ar. 


to be done by him in time; he who was daily 
bed the delight of his Father had his delights with 
| the ſons of men; how hearty then ought our 


the aſcriptions of glory to be to himl 3. It was a 
0 free and tranſcendently generous love, The fall 
hig 


2 | bad impoveriſhed us, and brought us into cir- 
eb. f the deepeſt miſery, diſtreſ, d 
cumſtances of the deepeſt miſery, diſtreſs, an 
20 uilt, hence the apoſtle celebrates the freedom —_ 
Tis 8 3 1 L ©0 20 8 - _,— 
+. | of the love of Chriſt, 2 Cor. viii. 9. But his love * 
19% was nat only free but tranſ cendently ſo, gener- = 
ous beyond any inſtance of human love, and 
d Þ ther love the Father be: 
Y therefore compared to the love the Father bears 
n |} to him, John xv. 9. The bigheſt inflance of 
7 generous love among men, and very rare in- 
ſtances are there of its riſing fo high, is for a man 


585 to lay down his life fer his friend, but how _ 
* tranſcendently free and heroic is the love of ſe- 


ſus beyond that? Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. For when 1 
i we were yet without ſirength, in due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly. God commendeth his love 4 


ry towards us, in that while we were yet finners 
0 Chriſt died for the ungodly. For if when we 
v were yet enemies wewere reconciled to God by 


the death of his Son: much more being reconciled - 
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= we ſhall be Ave by 55 life. The warmeſt af- 
= feftion perhaps that human natute is acquiinted 
with is that liking which a woman has to her 
Fucking child, and even this ſtrong inſtince of 
affection is repreſented, as falling below the love 
of Chriſt to the ſons of men, Ifa. xlix. 15, 16 Can 
a woman forget ber ſucking child, that ſhe fhoull 
not have compaſſion cn the ſon of her womb? yea, 
they may forget, yet will Inet forget thee. Be- 
Hold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
bonds: thy walls are continually b:fore me. And 
therefore, the ſcripture tired as it were ſeeking 
'H8 1 4lluftrations among men, to {how the greatneſs 
_— of the love of Chriſt; tells us it paſſes knowledge, 
© * Eph. vi. 19. That is, It is without parallel and 

| a our 115 4 1 we cannot find it out 
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BF, and therefore cannot baten to meaſure 
his love: only, he hath loved us, and fo loved 
us as never any did, love is his name, and love 
is his memorial in the zhurch for ever. Ant 
therefore moſt cordially and chearfully, ſhould 
every generation of men, every individualamong 
the children of men ſay, To him be glory for ever 
and ever, Amen. But this leads me on to-the 
ſecond thing taken notice of in the text, namely, 
= 2. One ſignal inſtance of the love of. Chriſt 
= here mentioned. He waſhed us from our fins 
1 in his own blood, I ſaid this is one ſignal inſtance 
and a moſt endearing one it is, but ſtill it is but 
one, and one too out of many, as well as ſtrictly 
connected with every other inſtance of his pity. 
it is but a confequence of his early love when in 
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the council of peace, he engaged to vail his glory, 
to aſſume the form of a ſervant, to make his ſoul 
an offering for ſin that he might reconcile the 
honour of heaven with the happinels of fallen 
apoſtate man: and how chearfully did his love 
and pity move him to fulfill theſe engagements? 
In the fulneſs of time the word, the eternal, the 
uncreated word, and wiſdom of the Father ac- 
tually was made fleſh, aſſumed the body prepar- 


ed for him; his love really and indeed brought 
him from heaven to earth, humbled him to the I 


itate of an infant, laid him in a manger, wrapt 
him in ſwaddling clothes! Amazing love, con- 
deſcenſion and good will of the Son of God, heir 


of all things, and whom all the angels of God 


worſhip, to conſent to be thus abaſed for us; his 
love made him ſubject himſelf to a condition of 
life equally mean as his birth. The foxes had 
holes, the birds of the air had neſts, but the Son 


of man had not where to Jay his bleſſed head. 


His love to us made him patiently to bear hun- 
ger and thirſt, poverty and want, and which is 
ſtill more ſtrange, the bittereſt contradiction of 
ſinners againſt himſelf; a traitor, a madman, 
a blaſphemer, a deceiver, a confederate with the 


devil, a glutton, a druukard, were the common 
titles of reproach caſt on him by thoſe very men 


With whom his delights had been, and whom he 
came to ſave. But the grand period, emphati- 
cally called the hour and power of darkneſs, was 
what he endured in the garden and on the croſs, 
as if he had endured nothing till then, it is ſaid 


he began to be ſorrowſul and very heavy, Matth. 


xiv. 27. to which the expreſſion in my text 
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chiefly 8 his waſhing us from our fins in 
His own blood; or, his dying love waſhed' ys in 
| Slood, in his own blood! and from what? from 
our fins. It is for a ſolemn memorial of this 
dying love of Jeſus, to be continued till time be 
no more, that the bleſſed ſacrament of the ſup- 
per was inſtituted by him, and whereof we have 
been partaking this day, Chrilt Jeſus the Lord 
chas been ſet forth in the ordinance as crucified 
before our eyes, ſhedding his blood to waſh us, 
dying! in our room and ſtead, dying under the 
imputation of our guilt, dying to give a proper 
LJatisfaction for our ſins to the law and juſtice of 


| . God, dying to remove the diſtance, heal the 


3 
1 . 8 2 ** 


breach that ſin had put betwixt God and us, 
dying to bring God and the rebellious to dwell 
together, dying that we might never die, or ra- 
ther agonize in eternal torments, dying that we 
might receive the redemption of ſons, the gift 
of the Spirit, and become heirs of the inherit- 
ance that is incorruptible, ungefiled, and that 
fadeth not away. 
But more particularly, obſerve his love by 
chinking what an evil he had delivered us from 
in waſhing us from our fins in his own blood. 
Sin is the very worſt of evils. Sin is a tranſ- 
bad g. of the law of God, which is holy, juſt, 
and good, and fo it becomes & contempt of the 
| higheſt authority, and a denialof the ſovereignty 
of God over us, and the property and right he 
has in us, as well as a contradiction to his holi- 
neſs and purity. Sin pours contempt upon all 
his goodneſs, and bids open defiance to his juſ- 


ice, Power and wrath. Sin defaces the 1 image 
| of 
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„of God that was ſtampt upon the ſoul of max“ 
8 in his firſt creation, and debaſes our natures,and . 
* transforms us into the ſhameful likeneſs of tibEæRʃ 
devil. Sin turns the heart away from God and 
211 that is holy into an evil principle and Habit 
of diſobedience whick becomes a dreadful ſourte 
of diſorder, guilt, ſear, and ſhame, within us, 
as well as turns away God's gracious prefence- i 
ſrom us, and expoſes us to the puniſhments - 
threatened in his holy law againſt the tranſgret= 
„„ nn 0 on Os 
How fatal again the conſequences of fin? and 
who ſees not the dreadful evil of it in the miſe-" 
ries and diſorders that are introduced by it into I 
the creation of God? Sin opens the floodgates 
| of woe which let in all theſe calamities that have 4 
overſlowed this lower world. The vanity, the 
ſorrow, the ſuffering, the pain under which tge⁵ñ 
whole creation grones, fickneſs of body, horror. 
of confcience, death, and even hell, are the fruit 
of fin; all the evil we feel and all the evil we 
ſear, is the wretched offspring of ſin. Read the | 
evil of fin, in theſe abodes of horror, theſe chains. | 


— 3 
E 


— 


of darkneſs in which the angels who ſinned are 
now confined to the judgment of the great day. 
Read the evil of ſin in the We of Cain s 
guilty mind, when he cried out, My puniſbmeni 4 *Y 
is greater than I can bear. Read the evil of | | 
fin in the agonies of ſoul wherewith returning 
penitents are afflifted, Pſal. xxxviii. 2, 3, 4. 1 
Conſult your own feelings, chriſtians, if ever 
your ſpirits were wounded: and broken with a - 
deep ſenſe of the exceeding evil and dreadfut# 
demerit of fin, and you muſt ſay, A wounded” 
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1 {pirit is hard to bear; no ſorrow like this ex- 
- ceecling evil from which your Redeemer can? 


o deliver you. Think what his/delivering us 
. trom this evil coſt him. He waſhed us from 
eur fins in his own blood; fo deteſlable is fn 
* in the eyes of the divine purity that God did not 
N ele era #3. it conſiſtent with the honour of bis ge- 
z yernment to pardon it without a ſacrifice, ud 
this mull be the blood of his own Son, ita. Iii. 
v. Hence ke is called the Lamb of God that 
akes away the ſins of the world, John i. 25 
4 How beautifully does the apoſtle deſcribe this, 
1 _ Heb. x. 5, 7, 10. Wherefore, when he cometh 
3 into the world he ſaith, Sacrifice and offering 
r wouldeft not, but a body haſt thou prepare! 
me. Then ſaid I, Lo, I come, (in the volume of 
2% beckit is written of me, ) to do thy will, O 
—= od. By the which will we are ſanctiſted, thro 
tie cffering of the body of Feſus Chrijt once for 
2 all. A body, that is, a human nature was pre- 
pared for him that he might be our near kinſ- 
man, bone of our bone and flefh of our fleſh; 
2 human nature liable to all forts of penal evils, 
ta poverty, reproach, hunger, wearineſs, grief, 
- temptation, yea, and ſubject to death; and in 
that human nat@re he actually bore all theſe 
pains of body and agonies of mind from the 
immediate hand of heaven, from men on earth, 
and from the powers of darkneſs, all that curſed 
death which was the due deſert of our fins. And 
O the bloody ſweat caufed by the violent con- 
gits of his innocent ſoul, the tears, the ſtrong 
Fries and prayers he uttered, the indignaties 
{ and anguiſh of a moſt painſul, and fhamefuland | 
. 1 5 cui ſed 
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ex- curſed death upon the «roſs that he endured* 1 

11e from the time he entered the garden of Getlhiſe- wo 
us mine until he uttered the rriimphatt ſhout, It” 
om is finiſbed, immediately before lie bowed his 

ſin Vieſfed head and gave up the ghoſt. At that 
16t time the ' whole earth felt a confufion, as you 
by read in the ſaered hiſtory, the ſun hid his face, 
nd the earth trembled, the rocks rent, the graves ' 
11. opened, and his very enemies were filled with ü 
1a _ affiazementandrelented, and even ſome of them 1 | 
20 laid, This was the fen of God. ., 
18, All this he knew before hand he behoved to J 1 
750 undergo, yet he never went back, yet his love | 
28 to us was ſtronger than death, nay the very ſloods 
ed of divine wrath could not quench it. No, he 

of willingly and patiently poured out the laſt drop 

2 of his own moſt precious blood for us, rather 

05 than we ſhould become a ſacrifice t6 the wrath 1 
o of God for even. What reaſon then hàve we at 55 
© all times, eſpecially in the&”eveningof'a'commu-' | i 
be nion Sabbath; when we Fave been commemo- '| - 
3 rating the dying, the bleeding Tove of the dear \ 
85 Redeemer in the ſacrament 'of the ſupper, to ad. 
k, dreſs him with hearts warmed with gratitude 

n and hamility,and the firmeſt reſolutions of obe- 

e dience, in the words of the text; To him be glory 

e and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Which 2 

ly brings me te 

d II. To explain the Joveldyy in the text, * 

d. i bite be ghory and dominion for ever and ever. 

- | Amen. 1. Afcribe ye gloty to this bleſſed Re - 


dee mer, do it with underſtanding, becauſe he is 1 
poſſe ſſed of every perfection and excellency that . Ai. 9 

1 2 raiſe: Lo FR the gratitude, and :-\ 

ic R. 3. brate 
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praiſe of an intelligent being, efpecially of the 
ſinful and fallen race of the children of men. 
How amiadle are his perſonal excellencies as 
he is God? He is the brightneſs of his Father's. 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, who 
made and upholds all things by the word of his. 
power, and yet out of his abundant and free 
love to ſinners of mankind, humbled himſelf, 


became man, dwelt in a human body, was not 


athamed to call us brethren, and to be made like. 
unto us in all things, fin only excepted, the 

only thing which makes the human nature mon- 
ſtrous and deformed, but he knew no fin, nei- 
ther was guile found in his mouth, but was ho- 
tr, harmleſs,. undefiled, and ſeparate from fin- 
ners, trampling upen the empty glory of this. 
world to wean us from it, and gave us his ex- 
ample to learn us to aſpire after true glory, ho- 


. nour and -immortality. How kind and bene- 


volent was the deſign of his coming. into this. 
world oi ſin and ſorrow, not to condemn it, but 
that through him che world might be ſaved. . How: 
wiſe his precepts for this end, how familiar and 
engaging his example, how gentle and mild his 
government, how extenſive the. offers of his. 
grace, and how-gracious and condeſcending the 
terms of peace publiſhed in his name! How glo- 
130us is he in his loweſt ſteps of humiliation, dy- 
ing for men that had deſtroyed themſelves, be- 
coming their atonement, ſacrifice and ranſom, 
reſcuing them from hell, railing their hopes as. 
| high as heaven, W 
Follow him by faith, Chriſtians, from his 
"croſs on earth. to his crown. of glory in nn; 


N 
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ſelves if you do not where praiſe is ſo juſtly due; 4 


_ exalted him; and at the ſame time enjoined us. 


ſtill; and therefore remember you fail entirely 


This day ſuch of us as were at. his table have, 


upan the. ſacred ſymbols of his broken body and "ll 
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and think of him even there acting for our in- 3 
tereſt, with a heart as tenderly affected to us as 
ever, ſtill diſpenſing his heavenly gifts amongſt MM 
the rebellious; heaven, and eternal glory itſelf 
is the preparation as well as the purchaſe of his 3 
death. FS 11335 
Think of theſe things, chriſtians, and you 
will be convinced that at leaſt you ought to a- 
ſcribe glory to him, and you will condemn your- 


and oh let none of us be longer aſhamed of this? : 
heavenly exerciſe, this chearful work wherein. A 
the ſaints on earth and the redeemed on hig 
will all bear us company; this we ought chear-, * 


fully to aſeribe to our Redeemer becauſe it is 8 
the purchaſe of, his blood, Rom. xiv. For this. ⁶ 
end he died and roſe again, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and the living; and this "ml 
dominion and ſovereignty of his is confirmed by 


his God and Father, Phil. ii. 6. God hath highly _ 4 : 


to confeſs that Jeſus is the Lord to the glory of, 
the Father. But, O chriſtians, let not this con- 
feſſion be merely verbal, let it be alſo punctual. 
In the days of his fleſ he looked upon it as a 3 
piece of fair faſhioned flattery and hypocriſy,, | > 


* * 
— 


and deteſted it to be called, Lord, Lord, without. 
doing the things he commands, and fo does he 


e 
. 


of. acceptance in aſcribing dominion to Jeſus, if 
you conſent: not heartily to.be under law to him. 
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profeſſed ſubjection and ſworn allegiance to him 3 
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ſhed blood: and all of us, as many as have been 
baptized into Chriſt have put on a profeſſion of 
lim and obligation to his ſervice. Obey him 
then with all the heart; take his yoke, for it is 
caſy, and his burden for it is light. Be obedi- 
ent to the laws of his kingdom; attend upon 
every appointed mean of his worſhip; pay an 


unreſerved obedĩence to every known command, 


and let his love his dying love conſtrain you to 
live henceforth no more to yourſelves, but* to 
him who died for you and rofe again, and is 
taſtening to fet his throne for judgment, where 
every one muft give an account” of the deeds 


done in the body. : 


Itis added, thirdly, for ever and ever; to put 
us in mind how conſtant we ought to he in a- 
ſeribing glory, and how chearful and ſtedfaſt in 


- our allegiance and obedience to him, whoſe- 
"throne is for ever and ever. As his gifts and 


callings are without repentance; and endure for 
ever and ever, ſo ought our choice of him to be 
with a full purpoſe of heart to cleave to him in 


come to Sion with everlaſting ſongs of praiſe in 


their mouths, and till that glorious day dawtt- 
that ſhall-admit us into the praifing ſoctety above 


-who-praiſe him day andnight without wearinefs' 
and without ' interruption. Let the praiſes of 
dur Redeemer be our daily exerciſe in ſecret and 


in our families; and let the light of our conver- 


ſation fo fline before men that they may fee” 


our good worles our ſtedfaſtneſs and ad vances in 
the werk of the Lord may adorm the doctrine of 


Wear; and let us employ our abili- 
8 1 ties, 
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been ties, our time and our talents, in our ſeveral | 
"17 of ſtations, ſo as to recommend him to the love and 
bim eſteem of others, eſpecially to thoſe who are to 
it is act upon the Rage of the world when we of this | 
edi. generation muſt of courfe be mingled with the 
pon. = jy eee which is the only way we can now || 
contribute to the perpetuating his glory and do- 

nd, minion. How much do we fail of our duty| | 
1 that are miniſters of the gofpel, if we do not thus \ 4 
to travail as it were in birth till Chriſt be formed. 
i in the ſouls of our flocks. How much are you 
Fe to blame who are parents and mafters of fami- | 4 
ds lies if you do not exert yourſelves in recom- 3 

mending this Jefus Chriſt to your children and 38 
t ſervants, by your example, by your inſtructions; 14 
4 by prayer and praiſe in your families ſpread a 
1 ſavour of the knowledge of Chriſt, and contribute 
— your endeavours for perpetuating the glory and Li K 
: dominion of this bleſſed one to the next genera». 7 

tion, eſpecially if you have been communicants: {I 

"oY 


G 
"I 2 K oy a * 2 
re, „„ 


2 _ — 


How faulty are all of us if we are wanting by 
our prayers at leaſt in the moſt private ſtation we = 
can be in to ſeek the proſperity of his kingdom, BI 
his glory and dominion; which leads to the laſt 
thing obſervable, 
4. In the doxology, Amen, ſo let it be, in teſti- 
mony of the ſtrength and eacneſtneſs of our de- 
| res that Chriſt may be glorified, and his autho- 
rity chearfully acknowledged by ourſelves and 
others in the manner you have heard now urg- 
ed. We ſhould have an amen as hearty to our nl 
praiſes as to our prayers, and ſay with the ſame 
_ cordial and earneſt deſire, To him be gory and 


 domitiion for ever, as we are ready to ſay, Jeſus, 
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© * Lord, wa mercy on us, or amen, fo it {hall bez 
nua chen it ſi gnifies the ſtrength of our faith and 
truth, as well as our joy and delight to think 
that in defiance of all the oppoſition of hell and- 
ungodly men on earth His name ſhall endure 
for ever, and his memorial unto all generations; 
that race uito race ſhall praiſe him, and a feed 
ſhall: do him fervice and perpetuate his name 
and righteouſneſs from age to age, till time ſhall 
be no more; that men ſhall be bleffed in him, 
E and all nations ſhall call him blefled, till the diſ- 
perſed of Iſrael be gathered into one glorious aſ- 
* fembly to ſing the praiſes of their God and Re- 
- deemer through the boundleſs ages of eternity, 
in the triumphant and never ending ſtrains of 
E Thou wa Han, and haſt redeemed us to God by 
thy bleed, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
= people, and tration, and haſt made us unto GS 
kings and priefts. Worthy is the Lamb that 
was flain to rerei ve power, and riches, and uiſ- 
tom, and ftrength, and bonour, and glory, and 
bleſſing. Blofime, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be umts him that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and te; the Lamb, for ever and ever. ug 
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1 wil wan befere the! Lord in the Land * the 1 
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Shall not Gerit you with uſeleſs enquiries == 
about the particular oecaſion of this pfalms 
: compoſure, or: who was the inſpired: penman f 
it, ſinee it is enough to our purpoſe juſt to obferve 
That the words now read, are one of theſe de. 
liberate, wiſe and grateful reſolutions which this 
good man formed and purſued thro? life, as a 
teſtimony of his thankfulneſs to God his Saviour 
and deliverer; who had but lately ſaved him from 
ſome very ſevere affliction, which threatned him 
with utter ruin: which he deſcribes ver. 3, and 
8: The forrows of death compaſſed me; and the 
SS pains of hell gat hold upon me: Ifbund troubis 
and ſorrou. For thou-haft delivered my foul from 
death; mine eyes from tears, aui my feet N 1 
falling. In this deplorable condition, like a poor 
belpleſs indigent periſting creature, he flies to 
his well known, and on all former occaſions: ex- 
3 * and . v. 4. Frogs: a 
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 Tupon the name of the Lord; © Lord, I beſeech 
' thee, deliver my foul. And at the ſixth verſe, 
with a heart overflowing with the ſincereſt gra- 
® titude, and a mouth full of the high praiſes of 
© the divine grace, mercy, faithfulneſs, power and 
wiſdom; he aſcribes the glory of all to his al- 
mighty Gd. N | 
Baut he reſts not in mere empty compliment 
\ and a flaming profeſſion by words: no! he adds 
8 with theſame warmth of devotion, ver. 12. What 
Pall T render unto the Lord, for all his benefits 
* towards me? Then how naturally does he fall 
into a train of the wiſeſt and beſt reſolutions, 
which when tbey are deliberately formed and 
firmly purſued thro? life, in a dependence upon 
grace, are afacrifice ofthankſpgiving-moreaccept- 
able to God than all the beaſts of the field, or 
= the cattle on a thouſand hills; as you read in the 
= fifticth plalm from the ſeventh to the ſixteenth 
BB verſe. And what were theſe? I love him; TI will 
call on him as long as I live; I vill take the 
cup of ſalvation ; I will pay my vous to the 
Tord: I uill ferve him truly ; and which is the 
ſum of all in the words of our reading, I 11/7 
walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
At firſt view it is evident how much it is the 
duty of every one that would be approved of God, 
to put on the ſame holy refolutions, when a like 


* 
— 2 * 


= gracious interpoſition for their deliverance and 
=  fafety in the day of their temporal and ſpiritual 
= diſtrefſes is given them by the God of their life; 
Aud it is as clear that this is a temper of mind 
greatly becoming ſuch of us as have beenyeſter- 
= Cdayatthe Lord's table making the moſt ſolemn 
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leaſt it is the hardeſt thing in nature to think 


I. I return to the firſt of theſe, namely; to ec? 


muſt walk in: Narrow is the way that leads - 
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and public profeſſion of love and obedience to 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour from ſin and from heH ä 
thus to praiſe the author of our ſalvation, thus ⁵ 
to love him, and thus to refolve to walk before 
God in the land of the living. And, chriſtians, 

iF you have been honeſt and worthy communi- 

cants, you are not altogether ſtrangers to theſe 

warm {entiments of love and gratitude to God 3 
your Creator, your Redeemer, and your Sanc- i 
titer; to theſe deliberate and fincere refolutions a 
of obedience, and theſe upright endeavours'on a 
dependence on the grace of God to purſue and 
make good theſe reſolutions which the 'pſal> k 
miſt breathes out throughout this pfaim; at 


how it is poſlible that our communicating” can 
either be of uſe to ourſelves or acceptable to 
God without theſe things. Suffer me then, 
Fir/t, To explain a little upon the meaning or 
import of this reſolution, 7 will wallt before te 
Lord in the land of the living nl 
_ Secondly, Recommend the, putting it infs = 
practice from the bleſſed advantages that wilt _ 
accrue to the happy ſoul that is enabled and diſ - 
poſed thus to refolve and thus to practiſe. ? 


—_. 
- » - 
1 
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lainalittle on the meaning or import of this re- 
olution, 7 will walk befrre the Lord in the land 
ef the living: and here ] hope I need not ſpend | 
words in telling you that it is a metdphor fre- 
quently made uſe of in ſcripture to repreſent . il 
the chriſtian life or ſerious godlineſs, by a Wx 
which every man who would come to heaven 
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life, that is, to eternal life, ſaid our Lord, Mat. 
vii. 13. Holineſs in heart, and holineſs in all 
manner of converſation lead to life, do not in- 
deed in ſtrict juſtice merit life, but it is the in- 
diſpenſable, unalterable, and only way to come 
*to it by the appointment ef heaven; for without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, beſides that 
no other diſpoſition of mihd or practice could 
make heaven agteeable, or an eaſy and an happy 


| | uf palace to us; for what fellowſhip or communion 
- _ - can light have with darkneſs, or Chriſt with 
Belial, or righteouſneſs and holineſs with un- 


righteouſneſs and impurity. So that when the 
-words are ſtript of the metaphor, the reſolution 
amounts to this, I will be truly religious before 
the Lord, under a ſenſe of bis being ever. preſent 
with me as my witneſs now, and who will be 


my impartial judge hereafter. "Thus Enoch's 
religion is deſcribed, that he walked with God, 
Gen. v. 24. and this ſame pſalmiſt, that he ſet 
the. Lord always before him, Pſal. xvi. 8. and in 
this ſenſe it has the eloquent Roman's advice to 

dis pupil, as one of the beſt and eaſieſt rules of 


behaviour, Always to ſpeak, act, and employ 
Rimſelf whether alone or in company, as if Ca- 
to or Scipio ſtood by him and obſerved and was 


to paſs a judgment upon what he ſaid, thought, 
vor did. Byt-it-is an infinitely higher and holier 


-preſence that the pſalmiſt here realizes ; and 
"we. all ſhould realize as locking upon us, and 


bo will paſs a judgment upon us and all that 


we do before it is long. He adds, this I will do 


An the land of the living, which may be under- 
5 ſtood either of the diſadvantage the place and 


_ Company * 


"2 


ſearch, the holineſs of whoſe nature, works and) I 
ways is glorious and unſpotted, whoſe juſtice... 
weighs all perſons and actions in a moſt equal 

balance, whoſe power can execute all his plea- 
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where thore are but few that are truly religious, 
and where manyinconveniencies ſrom example, 
from hope, from fear, from within me, and from- 
without me, may ſtand up to diſcourage me in 
this refolation;- but all theſe notwithitanding, . 


Jam fixed, and through grace I will face and F 


conquer too every oppoſition, and will walk be- 
fore the Lord in the land of the living, though - 


Or it may be underſtood of his reſolution to per- 


| ſevere in this good way to the end of his life, 


that is, as he expreſſes it, ver. 2. As long a 


live I will walk before the Lord. But more par- 1 


ticularly, 


ever under a certain and fixed perſuaſion of the 


being and perſections of the eternal God, as an 


7” 


infinite mind who knows all things, and fills all. 
places, a molt pure and all comprehending Spi- 
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company he was in would be to his carrying his- 
reſolution into practice; the land of the Hing 
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that land generally ſpeaking lies in wickedneſs. - 


Ot 


1. The pfalmiſt here reſolves (and we ſhould i 
have been reſolving yeſterday) to keep bis minßc 
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rit, who is not the leſs real or the farther from 


us for his being inviſible to our mortal eyes, 
but as intimately preſent with us as our own 
very ſouls are with our bodies: a being ever bleſ- 


ſed and all ſuſficient, deriving no glory nor feli - 


city from another, but communicating all that 
bleſfedneſs that is any where enjoyed through<| 
out the whole creation, whoſe wiſdom none can 
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0 
fore, whether it be to effect mighty thigh ſor 
them that fear him, or to bring about ſtrange 
acts of judgment againſt the wicked and them 
that fear him not, whoſe truth and ſaitbfulneſs 
fail not. Thus much of God, chrifiians, the 
wiſer heathens could inveſtigate, and realize, and 
deduce from their obſervations of this awful det- 
ty, a great many of theſe obligations which his 
reaſonable creatures were under, to mind, to 
think of, and to reverence his preſence, and act 
up io the dignity of their immortal natures in 
doing july, i in loving mercyand walking hum - 
bly before that God who is above us, around us, 
dud witkin us. But all this of God that was 
known by them leſt them under dreadful anx- 


| jety, perplexing doubts and dread-of him ſrom 


the conigtoutichs of their own guilt, the depra- 
vity of their natures, and their total ignorance of 
the manner of appeafizg him, and ſuch like, 

which is all now clearly revealed to us. under the 


"= golpel, as the God and Father of our Lord Je- 
tus Chriſt, and our God and Father thro! him, 


whom he ſent into the world out of bis abun- 
dant love to ſcek and to ſave us in our low and 
1oſt eflate, to die under the imputation. of our 
guilt, and by the ſaerifice of himſelf bring about 
Gur. reconciliation with the offended majeſty 
in the heavens, to remove that terror and difſi- 
culty which a ſipſul creature feels in approach 

ing the holy preſence of God, by becoming our 
Advocate with the Father, as well as the propi- 
tiation for our fins; to inſtruct us in the great 
doctriaes of repentance towards God and faith 
towards our Lorg Jeſus Chriſt, to aſſure us of 
mercy 
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vide a freſh ſupply of ſtrength and ſupernatural : 


aſſurance that we ſhall receive, and to ſecure our 


light an everlaſting righteouſneſs to cover our 


7 Fleaſure, and to quicken our reſolutious and 


from all filthineſs of the fleſh and Tpirit, in per- 


and willing to hold us by our right hand and 


of worſhip and obedience as a tender father is 
ready to ſhow to his poor, infirm, imperfeQ, - 
but willing and toward child. : 


minds ever under a fixed perſuaſion of the being - 
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mercy upon the moſt honourable arid movin 

terms, if we will come and yield ourſelves to by. 
mediation, and fo believe in him and obey him, + 
as that he might bring us back to God, to pro- 


aids and affiſtance by the powerful influence of 1 
the Spirit of God, which he encourages us to 
alk of our heavenly Father in his name, with an 


final acceptance with God if ive are ſincerely en- 
deavouring to pleaſe him; he has brought to 


manifold imperfections, wherein we come ſhort * 
of that perſection which his law demands and 
requires of us. This is that amiable light. 
wherein the goſpel places the mercy and grace i I 
of God to encourage us ſinful and imperfect * 1 
excatures to realize his preſence with us with - 


put life into our endeavours to purify. ourſelves - 2 I 
fecting holineſs in his fear, and to attempt chear- 
fully to- walk before him in the land of the liv-= "i 
ing, before him, I ſay, who knows our frame, 
who remembers we are but duſt, and is ready 


ſhow us like pi- y and acceptance in our weak 
and {imple efforts to pleaſe him in the — 


2. Lhis reſolution means not only to keep our 3 | 


and perfections of 9e as way. are maniſeſted: 3 
1 (rem Þ 
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from the light of nature, and more clearly and 
fuitably to our preſent fallen ſtate diſcovered in 
the goſpel revelation, but alſo to ſupply ourſelves. 
do the whole compaſs of our duty towards God, 
ut our neighbour, and onrſelves, as under the eye 
and in the preſence of this great and good being, 
and therefore it is called a walking, or as I have 
explained it, a being truly religious before the 
Lord in the land of the living. | ; 

A ſenſe of God's preſence. muſt go with us, 
that is into every duty of immediate worſhip ;- 
It muſt go with us into every conſiderable change 
and circumſtance of our lot; it muſt go with 
us into all our particular actions and dealings: 

with men, and in the conduct of ourſelves. 

1. It muſt go with us into every duty of im- 

mediate worſhip. A real chriſtian is diſtin- 
guiſhed from the ungodly part of mankind by- 
this deſignation, that he delights tohonour and: 
worſhip God in all the appointed inſtitutions of 
religion and devotion, in public, in bis ſamily, 
and in ſecret; and in all theſe acts of devotion 
we ought to carry a reſpectful ſenſe of the great- 
neſs, the goodneſs, the holineſs, and the mercy: 
of che object of worſhip with us, that we may 
ſerve him as a Being neither to be trifled with 
or deceived, we muſt ſerve him as one that is 
not to be put off: with any thing unworthy: of- 
= him or that would make him appear ſuch an 
one as oufſelves: and ſurely there is little gocd 
= gone by people ſaying their prayers, hearing 
fermons, reading the word, communicatingy or 
= | attending any part of divine worſtup, if they once 
| loſe their. reverence of God, the ſenſe of the my 
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ſpiritual worſhippers the Father ſeek ett. 
this life whether proſperous or adverſe. know, 


it, and God doth that in order that men may, 


ligion, then the rule is, To eat of our corn and 


and flocks, that we may learn to fear the Lord 3 14 
dur God always, Deut. xiv. 23. If we hare been 
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they have of the mediation of Chriſt; and the 
aids of the divine Spirit, it is this that puts life'\ 
into our devotion, without this they are but | 2 

dead carcaſs, we want the foul and ſpirit of devo- 
tion, and ſo can find but little acceptance and as 
little advantage by the moſt laborious exerciſes 
of it, as our Lord tells us plainly, John iv. 29. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. It is ſuch 


2. This ſenſe of God as he has made himſelf 8 
known to us muſt go with us through every con- 
fiderable change and circumftance of our lot in 


faith the royal Preacher, Eceleſ. iii. 14. t har 
ꝛb hat ſoe ver Cod doth it: ſhall be for ever; no 
thing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from 


fear him and be religious, or, in the words of 3 
my text, walk before him. It we are in-circum- 
ſtances of ſafety, or free from fears of outward _Þ} 
calamities, ſuch an eaſy condition of life is de 
ſigned and ought. to promote in us. the life of | 
Sad, 1 Sam. xit. 24, 45. Only fear "the Lords | 
and ſerve him in truth with all your heart, for | 
con ſider haw great things he hath done for you-s 
but if you ſball do wickedly you ſhattbe conſumed: / 


* » 


If we enjoy fruitful ſeaſons, and dwoll in a land 


of plenty, and enjoy the free exerciſe of our re» 


wine and oil, and the firſtlings of the herds* ⁵⁶ 


in affliction and trouble. of a temporal of ſpirits 


©: 58 

Wes 
{8 
C7”. 


o 


Mr Howe's Select Sermons. Serm. 15 


5 
_— . | * 
1 ual nature, and God has heard our ſupplications, 
ve are then taught to adore him who is great 
and does wondrous things, Iſa. Ixvxvi. 1, to 10. 
and the prayer we are taught there to put up 
to him is chis, ver. 11. Teach me thy way, 0 
Cod, &c. On the other hand, when God ſends - 
trouble and afflictions we are taught to humble 
ourſelves, 1 Pet. v. 6. Some are cut off for their 
fins and made terrible examples of the danger 
of provoking God; it is for this end that thoſe 
who remain may hear and fear, and henceſorth 
no more commit any ſuch evil, and it is a moſt 
hainous aggravation of the impiety of thoſe whoſe 
iniquities have turned away their mercies, that 
they are not brought to ſay in their hearts, Let 
us now fear the IJ. ord our God: Thus to ac- 
= | khowledge: God and grow more religious by 
_— | every change in our lot is to walk before Gcd 
3. This ſenſe of God muſt go with us thro? 
every particular aQtion in our dealings with 
others, and in the conduct of ourſelves. "Chis 
cannot be better expreſſed than in thoſe words of 
ZSolomon, Prov. xxiii. 17. Let not thine heart 
= envy ſinners. That is, do not envy the fGnful © 
= irregular part of the world, either in their pur- 
ſuit of worldly things to the negleCt of their 
eternal welfare, or their enjoyment of them in 
all the licentious methods of ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs; 
do not envy them in their manner of liſe, in- 
their pride, ſetting their mouths againſt the 
heavens, and cauſing their outrageous tongues - 
walk through the whole earth, Pal. Ixxiii. and 
= covering themſelves with violence as with a gar - 


r 1 
10 


der, nor imitate them in their impatience to go- 


ance tog the day; conſult the law of thy 


if thou haſt a family, and call them ſtatediy to 


"Maker, thy Redeemer, and thy Judge requires 


that is due unto them. Slight no advantage 
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ment; do not envy them in ako caſting Gods 1 
cords from them and breaking his bands afſun- 


vern themſelves by the wiſe and beneficial re- 4 ® 
ſtraints of religion, by the eye and preſence f ³³ü 
Gd, and the ſenſe of their own accountableneſs; 5 
but be thou in the ſear of the Lord all the da ⁵⁶ 
long: that is, think with reverence of thy God, = 
and of the care and kindneſs of heaven with pra- Ki I 
titude; in the morning rife to thy devotion, b 
ſeek his favour through the mediation of Cbriſt, 
and beg his good Spiric's direction and aſſiſt- 


God, and refolve to practiſe it in the buſine 1 
of the day; ſet a godly and a righteous example 
before thy children and ſervants, and provide 
honeſt things for them in the fight of all men, 


worſhip the living God with thee. In thy deal? 4 
ings with others do juſtiy, love mercy as well as 
walk kumbly with thy God, for ſo the Lord thy - 


of thee ; acknowledge the hand of heaven in alt 
thy proſperous. undertakings, and rob not the 
poor of the tribute of thy labour and increaſe 


and opportunity which providence puts in thy 
hand, either for promoting thy own ſpiritual adde — : 
vantage or even temporal inter eſt and uſefulneſs, 
nay nor that of others, even thoſe that are thy 

moſt "malicious haters and enemies, nor 9 4 

in doing good unto all, eſpecially unto the hou 4 
Lold of faith, though thou ſhouldeſt have met 3 
with. the moſt ungrateful returns from men o 
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former occaſions; make thy heart and thy words 
ever agree, and look daily to Jeſus that amiable- 
pattern of all righteouſneſs, as well as thy mer- 
eiſul advocate and perfect propitiation for thy 
iniquities, thy ſlips and thy imperfections; and 


implore his grace to make thee every day wiſer 


and better. | 
3. This reſolution farther imports," our thus 
walking before the Lord in the land of theliving- 


place and company to hinder our carrying this 
reſolution into practice while we are in this vain, 


finful, imperfect ſtate, where it is but the. few 
who are truly religious, and it hath been fo in 


all ages, and a dreadful ſnare to thouſands that 
the multitude have been doers of evil, and they 


- notwithſtanding: all the diſadvantages of the 


Have blindly followed them: eſpecially if the 


cauſe of religion has been ever deſerted and op- 
poſed by thoſe who ate called our betters, or our 
ſuperiors, oh! how obſequioufly poor fpirited 
people who, having no principle of religion,cringe 
and fan, and ape them even in their very vices; 
but this good man was otherwiſe ſet, and every 
good chriſtian muſt reſolve and make it good in 


2 dependence upon grace whatever others do, 


whatever rank, or numbers, or high degrees, un- 


"godly men are of to part ways with them in their 
wickedneſs, otherwiſe there is no help if we par- 
take with them in their ſins, we muſt lay our ac 

count with it to loſe the favour of God almighty, 
and partake with them in their plagues too. 


_ There is again the temptation of worldly. in- 


force. 


— 


tereſt and advantage, many times on the fide of 
vice in the land of the living, to weaken the 
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force of our reſolutions to walk before the Lord 
the neceſſities of ſome, the covetouſneſs and love KM 
of money in others, and an ambitious affection 
to be well with thoſe that bear a bulk in the little 
concerns of this vain finful life, tempts many WM 
to drown themſelves in deſtruction and perdt- 
tion; and few have Moſes” refolution and ſteadi- 
-nefs to eſteem the reproach of Chrift, greater 
-honour, greater riches, and a more eligable thing 
than treaſures and honours on earth; or pleaſant 
and profitable, and proſperous iniquity and tranf- 
-grefſhion. Fear again of loſing the paltry prof- . 
n pects and advantages of life or ſuffering hard- 
it. ſhips for being religious before God; terrifies 
7 not a few from proſecuting this wiſe reſolution, 
9 ſo our Saviour tells in the parable of the ſower, 
; that there were many that heardthe-wordof God, 
| and with joy received it: and ye would think 
they were come to a point to walk before God 
zin the land of the living, but behold perſecuti- 
on and the fear of tribulation that arifes becauſe 
of the word inſtantly ſhakes them out of all their 
ſteadineſs and they are-offended, it was not ſo 
with the pfalmiſt, nor muſt it be fo with us either; 
.elfe we are not worthy of Chrift, Mat. x. 24, 
to 39. 3 3 7 5 
4. Or you may underſtand it of his firm re- 
ſolution to perſevere in the good ways of GG 
to his life's end; and indeed the reſolution wil 
be good for nothing at all if wedropthiscircurti- i 
ſtance out of it, and the reaſon is elear, becauſe 
to reſolve or even to make it good to walk beſere 
God in the land of the living for a time, and re- 
wolt from God again and withdraw our ällegi- 
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= ance and return with the dog to his vomit, is 
—- * E ü 2 
to act in a ſlat contradiction to all the divine pur- 

poſes revealed in the goſpel, and if ſuch a thing 
eould be reconciled with the hopes of God's fa- 
vour, the goſpel would defeat its oon end, and 
the grace of God ſo gloriouſly therein revealed 
would overturn his government. No! chriſti- 
gans you are told in the goſpel, that we mult die 
with the weapcns of our warfare in our hands, 
and hold faſt the beginning of our confidence 
firm unto the end: we. mult be faithful to the 
death and: reap only in caſe we faint not, but if 
any man draw back God's foul will have no plea- 
ſure in him. And this leads me to the ſecond 
general head propoſed, namely,  , - _. 

II. To recommend the putting this good re- 

ſeolution into practice from the happy advantage 

= that will accrue to the ſoul that forms it delibe- 

= rately, and through grace is enabled to exectae 
On £7 nt ani . 

I. in this way we ſhall be preſerved from the 

moſt hateful and deſtructive power of fin, Pſal. 
xxxvi. 1, 2. A man void of true religion flatters 
himſelf continually that either he is guilty of lit- 

= tle or no ſm, or elſe that he ſhall eſcape well 
ce cnoughthough he ſhould practiſe ſome ill things. 
=_ . Thus wanting the great principle that ſhould 

1 reſtrain him, or recover him from iniquity, be 
ggeoes from one degree of fin to another, till he 
become hateful in the fight of God and man: 
Lam. ſure every day's experience confirms this. 
2. By being truly teligious before God in the 
land of the living, many deſerved judgments are 
prevented, and many temporal calamities which 

SG e 


1 7 
. N * 
* * 9— 6 ä ** * * 
as 7 "| : * — "$2 * n 
33 72 5 2 


e 


Fa 


rewarder. 


p 
* - . , * PE 
; 5 * 
: 0 LY , * 0 6 FF 8 2 1 RRR [ 1 1 * 
r e C . F 
rn 1 8 nen X 3 . vs , N W = 4 L [Lek 
n ANY ONE: e 8 2 "og 1 N enn 8 . 


Wen RE I W 
P ˙ MOR > oo "Ars * 
o . : 

4 i * E AS i 


Serm. 15 Mr 2 s ; Self Seinen 2 252 2 


1 


are the puniſhments of ſinare rewe XVI 
Ty 10 walk before God in the land of ch _— 
Uving puts a worth and adds a luſtre and'orna- ü 
ment to one, which muſt procure more real 
eſteem and reputation than all other advantages 
Are able to do without it: hence it is ſaid, the 
righteous is more excellent than his wicked 
neighbour, Prov. xit. 26. If he were never ſo far 
before him in rank, or birth, or riches; nay the 
learnedeſt head, the moſt beautiful ſhape and 
figure, and the beſt breeding, are but gilded 


hollow trifles to this, Prov. xxxi. 30. Favour is <7 


_ deceitful, beauty is vain, but a woman or man 


that ſears the Lord, he or ſhe ſhall be praiſed; 
and which is more, their praiſe. 1s -of God the 


greateſt, the beſt being, and the moſt bountiful = 


4. To be truly religious is the beſt way to 
obtain all the other comforts of life, and a ſatis- 
fied mind with them, Prov. xix. 23. And our 
Lord bids us ſeek firit the kingdom of heaven 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall 
be added unto us, Matth. vi. 33. and place us 
abovebeing much moved with all the viciſſitudes 
of hte we may paſs thro', and which are fo 11 
borne by thoſe who have no God but this world 
and their belly, Hab. iii. 17, 18. 5 = 

This will farther give us hope in our death; 3 
at which au ful time there will be no conſolation \ 
like this, to think on what has been our main © 
buſineſs in the land of the living; walking be- * 
fore God will be our whole buſineſs, and unin- 
1 employment in that land of uprighe- 
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neſs whither we are going. Hezekiah's great 
ſupport when under a ſentence of death was, 
Lord, remember how I have walked before thee 
in truth, and with a perfect heart, Wa. xxxviii. 
3. And when this body of fin is put off, we ſhall 
walk before God without finning any more, and 
ſhall have none of the little concerns, vexations, 
or temptations of this world, te call us off from 


* ſerving the Lord, Rev. xxii. 14. while on the 


other fide, if we want ſincerity of heart religi- 
on will avail us nothing; It is not ſaying Lord, 
Lord, calling upon the name of Chriſt in acts 
of worſhip, communicating and the like, that will 
make us truly ſubjects of the Redeemer's king- 
dom, if at the ſame time, we are not doers of the 
will of our Father that is in heaven, Mat. vii. 24. 
or, in other words, walk not before the Lord in 
the land of the living. 
6. Finally, the more hearty we are in this re- 
Jolution, and the more warmly we purſue it, 
ſeems to be the only remaining way left to re- 
vive a ſenſe of picty and religion in the world, 
which every one is ready to own is upon the de- 
cay; what can you mention that <:adens and 
diſcourages the hearts of thoſe that are walking 
before the Lord, or that diſcredits thoſe good 
ways in the eſteem of others ſo much as the ſee- 
ing communicants,miniſters and others, profeſſ- 
ors of chriſtianity, falling into formalities and 
worldly compliances, and faſhioning themſelves 
according to this world, and ſetting up earthly 
concerns above thoſe of religion and godlineſs; 
or what is there in all the world that does ſo 
much raiſe and invigorate a good man's fpirit, 
wy 5 | | and 


fingular in bearing ee fruit, and in glorifying | i 
their Father in heaven, and adorning the doc-»3 ® 


than the moſt learned reaſonings or the niceſt . 1 


Lord of the vine yard after all his patience and 
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and draw the attention of good and bad about 


him, as a ſteady diſintereſted and unaffected 


walking before God in the land of the living? 
This would make chriftians ſingular, whether 
they deligree to be or not: that is, fingulariya 
good, ſingularly excwplarys ſingularly ſhining 
as lights in the world, doing more than others, 


trine of God our Savionr. This would do more 


ſpeculations, this would do more than crafty 
politics and ſervile compliances, or any zeal about 
leſſer things; to convince the world of the excel - 
lency of religion; here is the beſt and moſt ef- 
ſe ctual provocative to love and good works, and- 
the moſteaſy.and:rcputable way oi engaging the 
profeſſors of religion more heartily to eſteem and> 


ſtand up for it, and thoſe that are enemies to re- 


ligien to be aſhamed of themſelves and come 
over to the proſcſſion and practice of it, as well 
as laying up in flore for ourſelves to fhine another 
day among thoſe that turn many to righteouſneſs 
as the ſtars for ever and ever. * 

Application. Upon the whole then, let al! 


communicantslet all within hearing be perſuad- = 


ed to reſolve and be at a point gy, and for 
ever hence forward to "I and do, [{ will walk. 
before the Lord, inthe land of the living, or Pfal. 
cxix. 115. Depart from me ye evil 1 5 for 1 
will keep the commandments of my Cod; and let 
not any ſoul among us be longer Blinded and deaf 
to their own beſt intereſt, and provoke the great 


2 2 1 pains 


= 


Py 
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pains and meſlages of grace; this is a x fruitleſs 
ng · tree, cut it down,why cumbrethiit the grou:d ? 
And for directions, 

I. Awe your minds with a deep ſenſe of the 
certain danger of being irreſolute and careleſs in 
this matter; no privileges, no profeſſion, no- 
thing will avail us another day without this. If 

we live aſter the fleſh we ſhall die. | 

2. Fix on your minds a deep ſenſe of the eye 

of God that is upon you at all times, and the 
account you mult give ere long of your whole. 


1 conduct in this life at his tribunal. Conſider 


how much more the eye and the approbation of 
God is to thee, and that thou haſt more to do 
with him than with all the world beſides, that 
there is no place lies out of the fight of his all- 
iceing eye, nor no condition can put thee be- 
yond the reach of his almighty arm; and oh, 
then think what poor contemptible things the | 
vanities of life, the pleaſures of fin, the terrors 
or the allurements cf a preſent world are when. 
laid in the balance with his almighty love, or 
with his almighty wrath. 

Bear in remembrance what you did yeſter- 
day. Look on a bleeding dying Saviour as a 
mean to keep thy heart melted and ſoft with a 
daily grief for thy paſt ſins, to arm thee daily 
againſt the face of temptations, to after ſinving, 
and to conſtrain thee by his dying love to live 
no more to thyſelf, but to him who died for thee 
and hath bought you with ſo coſtly a price, to 
. glorify God and walk before him with thy ſoul 
and body, which are his, and made over to his 
price by your own —_ deed and choice, 
ö 4. Watch 


e 
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to ſtrengthen and uphold you inthe way of God's 


you have done all you are but unprofitable ſer-.. © 


Plal. Ixxi. 16. 7 will go in the ftrength of the 


neſs.even of thine only. I add no more. 
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4. Watch and pray that ye enter not into ⁵ 
temptation, Was a direction given by the Lord 
himſelf to the. communicants after the firſt com- 
munion that was ever adminiſtred; and finally, 

5. As all our own watchful endeavours, and 
humble ſupplications, and beſt vows and reſolu' 
tions, which we are exceeding prone to forget 
and remit, will. not be ſufficient of themſelves, 
let us be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might. Balance your own reſolutions and 
endeavours with a humble ſenſe of your need 
of the daily influence of the divine Spirit of God 


teſtimonies, and to keep you mindful that when 


vants: and therefore renouncing all truſt and de- 
pendence in your own righteouſneſs, lay the 
Kreſs of your eternal all upon the perfect righte- - 
ouſneſs of the glorious Surety of the better Teſ- 
tament; in the words of this ſame good pſalmiſt, . 


Lord God, I will make mention thy righteoufs- | 
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 Thankſs 0 58 after the holy Supper. 


Logie, July 16, 1750. 


T5 Epheſians vi 1 * — | 
Py ye therefore follewers of Gedas dear children... : 
HE a poſtle i in the preceding chapter had 


deſcribed, in a moſt lively manner, on. 
the one ſide, the ir” odious nature of ſin in all 
its abominable effects upon the tempers and. 
hves of the children of diſobedience, and which 
in a ſpecial manner was the - caſe with . theſe 
Ephefians to whom he wrote, before their con . 
verſion to chriſtianity.z. and on the other ſide, 
the amiable beauty of holineſs, as taught in the... 
goſpel, and exemplified in the lives of real chri- 
ſtians, who have put off the old man which is, 


corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, and have 4 4 


put on the new man, which. after God is creat-. 

ed in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Godhim- 
ſelf is the author of this renovation by his holy - 
Spirit, and God himſelf is the pattern and- en- 


ample after which this new man is. formed in 


the ſoul; it conſiſts in a conformity of our na - 
tures to the holy nature of God, and in a con- 


TAs of our lives to the holy law of ons and 
then 


l 
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then cloſes his deſcription with the exhortation 
in the text, Be ye therefore followers of God as 
F dear children; as if he had ſaid, It is not a bare 
= profeſſion of the religion of Chriſt that will en 
title us to the privileges of chriſtianity, or to the 
character of the dear children of God, without 
an imitation of his moral perfections in the tem 
per and diſpoſition of our minds, and in the 
tenor and courſe ofour converſations. 
What the apoſt]e- here told the Epheſians in - 
this epiſtle will hold true of all the profeſſors of 
ki chriſtianity to the ch of time; our being named. 
= by the name of Chit our eating and drinking 
in his preſence and at his table, his being preach- 
ed in dur ſynaghges, are indeed admirably fi: 
means, and lay us under inviolable obligations 
to be followers, or as the word migbt be more 
literally. rendered, imitators of God as dear 
children; but ſtill all theſe means may be miſ- 
improved and miſapplied, and all theſe obliga- 
tions may be forgotten by us, and in that caſe - 
=_ they will avail us nothing; they will leave us as 
they found us, the children of diſobedience, and 
== will only ſerve to aggravate our condemnation, i 
and tender us ſpeechleſs another day. 1 
Leet me then, chriſtians, beg your attention 
do an argument of the greateſt importance to all 
cot us within, hearing, eſpecially to you who wers 
= yeſterday at the I. ord's table under the colours 
be his dear children: and in diſcourſing on this 
e T ſhall, as God enables me,. 
ir 
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91 it, Explain what is meant bythe children 
cd Gad, here called dear children 
_ LS-condly, I mall explain the duty, with its pro- 
"per hunutations;, — © Thirdly, 
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ſirſt of theſe, namely, 


ſake, and pardoning their fins and giving them 


apoſtle s language, gives them the ſpirit of adop- 
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Thirdly, I ſhall ſhow the obligations thoſe il 
who are the children of God come under to be MY 
followers or imitators of God; or ſtate the con- 
nexion between the character and the duty: and. ,M 
cloſe with ſome application. I return to the 


J. What is here meant by the children of 
God. God in ſcripture is ſtiled the Father of 
all, Eph. 1it. 15. chat is, the whole ſamily of ra- 
tional creatures, angels and men, and in other 
places they are ſtiled the Sons of God. | 

By fin God's intelligent creatures forfeit the 
benefit of this relation to God as a Father, and 
become ſtrangers and aliens, which is the caſe of 
mankind ſince their apoſtaſy, who by nature are 
children of wrath as they are become children of 
diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2. that is, they are no 9 
longer looked upon as his children, but caſt of ¼ 
as fit objects of his wrath and diſpleaſure, til by - 
their repentance and converſion to God thro? ll 
the mediation of Chriſt they become effectuallix 
convinced of the folly and unreaſonableneſs f 
Gn, and forſake it with, grief, and ſorrow, and. Y 
ſhame, and return as far as in them lies to their 

Father, and hence dehring again to have acceſs "i 
to his favour and mercy through Chrift; and 


+ — — * 4 
— = 


God by accepting their repentance for Chriſt's » ; 


IS >, .-+ - . > Bile 9 p . k IF 
the afiftgiee of his holy Spirit to fanctify them 

for th&fufure, receives them again as a gracious 
Father and adopts them for his ſons 3. or, in the 
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tion whereby they cry, Abba, Father, and they. | 
become again fellow citizens with the ſaints, 
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and of the houſhold of God; this is what the 
ſcripture elſe where calls regeneratiemor the new 
birth, and ſometimes the new creation, and the 
new man, deſcribing ſuch perfonsas being in a 
= ſpiritual ſenſe created anew unto good works, 
and born not of blood nor of the will of man, 
but of Ged, John i. 13. being born not of cor- 
ruptible feed, but of incorruptible. The plain 
meaning of all the figurative expreſſions being 
this, That when a finner is ſavingly awakened 
to a ſenſe of the evil of fin, and ſincerely re- 
turns to his duty to God through Chriſt, and 
ſets about the amendment of his life in good 
earneſt, God who conſiders our woeful ſtate by 
nature, and remembereth we arc but dull, pities 
the poor returning prodigal even as a father 
pitieth his children, and tho' in ſtrictneſs of eſ- 
timation he be indeed no more wortby to be 
called his ſon, yet for the fake of Chriſt's death 
and mediation, upon the ſinner's true repent- 
ance, he receives him again into the arms of his 
"mercy, and fays, I will be his God, and he ſhall. 
be my fon. Thus, my fon was Joſt and is found, 
was dead and is alive. Now a:{werable to this 
account of God's becoming our reconciled Fa- 
ther through Chriſt, it is manifeſt that the title. 
of children, of his dear children, on our part is 
expreſſtve of the higheſt obligations of duty and 
obedience, and of our ſtedfaſtly perſevering in 
the practice of our duty to him; the depravi- 
ty from which originally cauſed thoſe who by 
ereation were naturally the fons of God to be- 
come ſtrangers and enemies to him; ſo by re- 
= turning to it again and by no other 8 
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whatſoe ver can they who through wicked works 


the have been ſtrangers and enemies to God become 

et again through the divine mercy and the media- 

the tion of Chriſt the ſons of God by adoption, or Mi 
1 a in the words of the text, his dear children. Ag ü 
ks, a child naturally takes after the father, and a Ml 
n, | child dearly beloved and truly affectionate will 

dy doubly ſtudy to pleaſe 2 kind father and walk in : 

in his ſteps, ſo ſhould we imitate God as dear 
g children. Which brings me 10 the ſecond ge- 

d neral head propoſed, namely, 5 , 


Fe II. To explain the duty with its proper limit- 
d ations, and in its full extent: and here it is ve- 
4 ry evident, | a 
4 1. That all imitation of God muſt be under- 
S ſtood to be an imitation of his moral or com- 
f municable attributes only, and not of his in- 
- | communicable; to prevent miſtake here, in his 
omniſcience, his ſupreme power and authority, 
and his dominion, and unerring knowledge, to 
thunder with a voice like God would be arro-; 
gant and diabolical. Our imitation of Gd 
muſt be the reverſe of this, like that of dear 
children, not affecting to live without our hea- A 
venly Father, or to ſet up for a power and autho- 
rity like his, but to be ſubject to him and to co- 
Py after bis example in holinefs, righteouſneſs, 
truth, goodneſs, mercy and compaſſion, and 
ſuch like; and even in theſe moral excellen- 
cCids our imitation of him is an imitation of 
_ Likeneſs and not of equality; this the apoſtle 
fitly expreſſes by the metaphor in the text, nem Ml 
ly, that of a toward and affectionate child learn? 
ing to imitate the actions and manners of a wiſe 
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£ man and a kind parent; Be ye followers of 
God as dear children: the very expreſſion carries 
with it, that though there may be a faint like- 
neſs, yet there 1s ; ſtill a vaſt diſproportion be- 
_ tween the perfections of the original and the 
copy, ſuitable to the weak nature of ſuch faint, 
imperfect and fallible creatures as we are. 

2. Though our imitation of the moral per- 
fecions of God is always to be underftood with 
this great limitation, as being an imitation of 
likeneſs and not of equality, yet we ought al- 
ways to conſider that it is our duty ftill to im- 
prove and advance unto a greater degree of like- 
neſs to our great pattern, a perfect and molt 
exact example 1s ſet before us to 1mitate, that 
aiming always at that which 1s moſt excellent, 
we may grow perpetually, and make a continual 
progreſs in the ways of God, and though we 


can never come up to our pattern itſelf, yet by 


| ſuch imitations as our frail natures are capable 
of through the aids of the good Spirit of God, 

which are never wanting to the ſoul that fincere- 
ly aſks them for this good purpoſe, we may at- 
tain to what the apoſtle calls being made par- 
takers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i i. 4. which 
participation, of true holineſs after the image of 
bim that created us is truly and in a proper 
ſenſe the comparative perfection of our imper- 
fect nature, as abſolute perfection is the perfec- 
tion of the prime nature, which clearly explains 
the meaning and extent of Paul's exhortation, 
2 Cor. viii. 1. that we ſhould perfect holineſs in 
the fear of God; and that advice of our Savi- 
our himſelf, Matth. v. 48. Be ye therefore per- 
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to this 


transferred ſrom this literal to a moral ſignifi- 


ſul paſſions ard appetites, by fleſily and world- 
Iy Iuſis, we muſt ſtudy to have oui felves purged 
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ef, even as your Father which is in heaven is 


ect. And now the limitations of the duty 


on one fide, and its extent on the other, being | 
obſerved ; hence, 


3. Itis evident wherein the nature of the du- 
ty itſelf conſiſts, namely, that we endeavour in a 
dependence ON the grace of God to grow every 
day m 
ral perfe ctions of bis nature, ſuch as, 


more like our heavenly Father in theſe mo- 


1. In his holineſs, which 1s that diſpoſition ot -.- 


the divine nature by which ke is removed infi- 


nitely from ſin, or all moral evil, 1 Pet. i. 15. 

The word holineſs is often in your mouth, but, 
chriſtians, be at pains to underſtand its meaning, 
and copy it. Holineſs ſi gnifies originally in the 


Jewiſh janguage, ſeparation from common uſe, 
and in that ſenſe all the veſſels and furniture of 


the temple were ſtiled * in the old teſtament, 
in the ſame ſenſe it is uſed of perſons alſo em- 
ployed in the ſervice of God, who were entitled 


they truly deſerved that character or not. But 
the word ie uſed in a better ſenſe when it is 


cation, 2 man's being ſeparated by trre religicn 


ond piety from the vicious practices of a cor- 
rom world that lies in wickedneſs, and when it 


is applied to Ged it ſignifies his infinite diſtance 
ſiom every degree of moral evil whatſoever 3 


ſo that to imitate our heaven]y father in his bo- 


lincſs,v;e mult ceaſe to govern ourſelves by ſin- 


iro e guilt, envy, malice, and every 


2 evil 


external or 1 holineſs whether 
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evil inclination and corrupt affection, becauſe 
there is no ſuch impure mixture in the mind 
and thoughts of our heavenly Father: in cleanſ- 
Ing ourſelves from the falthinefs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, in ſubduing and crucifying them, and 
gaining every day a greater maſtery over them 
lies our imitating the divine purity and holineſs; 
Or as he that has called us is holy, becoming 
holy, ſeparating ourſelves from the vicious luſts, 
appetites and practices that are the common 
and known characters by which the children of 
the devil, and of diſobedience are diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the children of God. | | 
In other places of ſcripture, particular moral 
attributes of God are Jaid before us as patterns 
WW to imitate and to walk by, as doing juſtly to o- 
thers, in oppoſition to over-reaching, and fraud. 
This we learn from the reQtitude of the divine 
nature in his righteous dealing with all men, 
1 Pet. i. 18. 1 John iii. 10. In this thechildren 
h bodare manifeſt, and the children of the devil: 
_— whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not his brother, We are 
bid imitate him in his truth and faithfulneſs; it 
is the glory of God to be a God of truth, Deut. 


Exxxii. 4. and of his children, that they are children 
that will not lie, Iſa. Ixiii. 8. And becauſe God 
expreſly requires us to copy after his mercy and 
good neſs, therefore this will de ever upon the heart 

of one that imitates him as adear child does. To 
be patient and forbearing:becauſe of God's for- 
bearing and long ſuffering} to be compaſſionate 
| $ and pitiful, becauſe the divine nature glories and 

; 4 triumphs in tender mercy; to be ready to forgive, 
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as God for Chriſbs ſabe bath forgiven us; toc com- bs 
municate freely of our good things to the poor 
and the flranger, becauſe God freely. gives all 


good things to them that aſk him: yea, to do 


good to our very worſt enemies, becauſe our 
| heavenly Father ſhowers down his bleſſings on 


the evil az well as the good, on the unjuſt as well 
as the juſt; add to all this that becauſe. God 
ſainteth not neither is weary in all his works of 
righteouſneſs or beneficence, therefore we ſhould 


not be weary nor faint in our minds, but be 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abounding in 


the work of the Lord, for as much as we know 
that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


And now I ſhall briefly ſet before you the obli- 7 


gations we are under to imitate God ARG , 


was the 


III. General head propoſed, or ſtate * con- 


nexion between the priviledge of being God's 


dear children, and the duty of imitating his mo- 
ral perfections. I might here tell you, that even 
among men there is no carthly father, but in 


| theſe things which he eſteems his own excel- 
lencies, deſires and expects to be imitated by his 
children; bow much more: is it neceſſary that 
God who has the deareſt concern for all. his 
creatures, and who is infinitely far from bein 


= to ſuch paſſions and variableneſs as frail 


men are, ſhould deſire to be imitated by his 


creatures in thoſe perfections which are the 
foundations of his own unchangeable happine{s. 
Particularly, if God is himſelf eſſentially of in- 
finite holineſs and purity, it plainly follows that 
it is impoſible but he mult be. of purer eyes thay 
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to behold with approbation any manner of ini— 
quity or imniorality in his creatures, Hab. i 13. 
and conſequently, it muſt be his will that they 
ſhould all according to the meaſure of their 
_ Finite nature, be holy as he is holy. If God 
l:imſelf is a being cf infinite juſtice and righte- 
oulneſs and truth, it muſt be his will that all ra- 
tional creatures, whom he has created aſter kis 
own image, ſhould imitate him in the exerciſe 
of theſe divine perfections: and lying, injuſlice, 
and unrighteouſneſs, muſt be abominable in his 
eyes. 5 
"If God is himfelf a being of infinite goodneſs, 
making his ſun to rife on the evil and the good, 
ſending rain from heaven and fruitful ſeafons, 
and filling their hearts with food and gladneſs; 
It cannot be but his will that man ſhould by 


each other to enjoy the ſeveral effects and blef- 
fings of the divine univerſal goodneſs, withcut 
_ envy, malice, injury or hatred at one another. 


and compaſſion, as it is plain he bears long with 


forgives them his ten thoufand talents, it m 
needs be his will that they would forgive one 


one to another as heis merciful to them, forbear- 


ing one another as he forbears them all, and 
having compaſhon each on his fellow ſervant 
EF as God has pity on them. 7 2 
Again, if love towards God be an obvious 


E . and principal duty of natural religion in thoſe 
bo believe God. to be the ſupieme 5 it 
© | i 5 lows 


i 


mutual love and benevolerce. permit and aſſiſt 


If God is himſelf a being of infinite mercy 


men beſore he puniſh them, and N 


another their hundred pence; being merciſul 


2 2 


of duty by which the worſhippers of the true God, 


ſpoken thus from the mouth of God and urge 


known practice of any wickedneſs whatever, de- 


all an eee and deceit in our dealings 


| tort of brutal worldly or diabolical vice, are called 
in ſeripture an alienation from the life of God, 


i 


Serm: 16 My How?'s Select Sermons. 2609 il 


follows clearly; that imitation of him alto muſt 
be equally a duty of indiſpenſible obligation, 10 1 
for God being eſſential goodneſs, righteouſneſs. — 
and truth, can no otherwiſe have love towards 
him expreſt, than by their loving and imitating. 
thoſe amiable perfections in their practice. 
Thus the very light of nature teaches us the 
obligations which the children of God are under 
to imitate their heavenly Father; in the revela- 
tion which God has been pleaſed to make us of 
himſelf in ſeripture, the neceſſity of the ſame 
duty is more clearly and more expreſly enforced: 
at the delivery of the law to Moſes, the particulars 


that is, the dear children of God were to be dis 
tinguiſhed from the reſt of the world, are intro- 
duced in chis general preface to you whole, Lev. 
xix. 4, and xi. 44. * 26t 

The New Teſtament apoſtles « cite theſe words 


the duty upon all profeſſed chriſtians, 1 Pet. i. 
15,16. While a ſinner perſiſts in the wilful and 4 
bauchery of all kinds, corruption of manners, 
lying, ſwearing falſly, ſwearing cuſtomarily, all 
ſorts of impiety and contempt of God almighty, - 


with men; uncharitableneſs to the poor, malice - 
and envy, wa pride, and covetouſneſs, and every- 


enmity to him and given as the viſible and certain + 

characters of the children of the devil; and on 

the other ſide, when by ſincere repentance, true 
A323 eon verſion 3 
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@0nverfion to God thro? Chriſt, and real amend- 


ment of life, they return to their duty, the ſcrip- 
ture calls it a tranſlation from the -kingdom and 


ower of ſatan, into the liberty and ſreedom of 
the ſons of God, and emphatically a being 
made partakers of the divine nature, and putting 
on the new-man, which aſter God is renewed 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and being 
partakers of God's holineſs, Heb. xii. 10.- Being 
holy as God is holy, without. which holineſs, 
the ſcripture plainly declares no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord: and that we may not miſtake bare attend- 
ance on the means of religion, ſor this holineſs 
which conſiſts in departing from iniquity, in 
ceaſing to do evil, in learning to do well, or in 
dther words, imitating the moral perlections of 
3 as dear children; our Saviour himſelf tells 


s, that many will come to him another day ſay- 
— Lord, & c. In a word a likeneſs to God here 


or a following or imitating his moral perſections 


is declared inſcripture, as indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to the enjoyment of glory and happineſs here- 
after; and the per ſections even of that glory and 
happineſs 1:{clf principally conſiſts in our be- 
coming ſtill more aud more like him by the 
total aboliſhing of all fin, 1 John iii. 2. 
What the ſull meaning of that is the apoſtle 
tells us, does not yet (clearly appear; but tho! 
God 1s incomprebenſible, yet both by the light 
af nature, and the light of revelation, we have 
a competent knowledge of his moral attributes, 
and are commanded to imitate them; and in the 


life of Chriſt, who is the image of the inriſble 
0d. as well as Appear in the Iikeneſs gf man, 
5 We - 


— 


ne 


en „ yg 


our, and the apoſtles frequently remind us of * 


in Chriſt Jeſus: when our Lord ſhall preſent his 


joy, and they ſhall ſee his face, and bis nameſhall 


namely, an imitation of tlre moral perfeCtions f 


this plain intimation from him, whoſe diſciples 
we now profeſs to be, Rev. xxit. 12. to 17. 


A Ido. 4 are 
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we have a complete example and pattern of morat 
perfection ſet before us to imitate: I have given 
you an example, and learn of me, ſaith our Sa 


* 


wa 


— - 
Py x 
" 


this divine pattern, 1 Pet. ii. 21. and Iſa. ii. 6. 
This is the higheſt excellency of the perfection of 
a chriſtian 6, conformed to the image of the - 
Hon of God, which whoſoever is ſhall hereaſterbe * 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, 
ſhall arrive at the full ſtature of the perfect man 


ſaithful followers. and imitators faultleſs before 
the preſence of his Father's glory with exceeding 
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e in their foreheads, and they ſhall ſerve him 
day and night in his temple and enjoy his unin- 
terrupted favour ſor ever and ever; if children 
then heirs, heirs of God and” Joint heirs with 
Chriit. The application of the whole yet re- 
mains. 185 . 8 : 

IV. The practical uſes of the fubject are, A 
1. Learn from what you have heard, where to 
find the ſureſt mark of your being the dear children 
of God: and of conſequence what you ought to 
eſteem, the moſt ſubſtantial part of religion. 
God, and a growing likeneſs to him in purity, KY 
in charity, in righteouſneſs, in truth, and in uni- 
verſal holineſs; and our Bibles are ſhut up with 


2. Let us all then apply ourſelves, communi- 
cants, and others, to ſubdue every brutal, every 
worldly, and every malevolent luſt and affection 
__— 1 
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in us, that render us unlike God and his dear 


children, cleanſing ourſelves from all filthineſs . 
of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 


fear of God, or in the words of the apoſtle 
after the text. 

Let impenitent Gern read the fifth pſalm 
from the firſt verſe and tremble. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God: 
Let the wicked man forſake his way, &c. Iſa. 
Iv. 7. Andlet us be thankful to God for the ad- 
vantages and encouragements the goſpel affords 
for this purpoſe, the clear notices of the per- 
feCtions we are to imitate, the IONS promiſe . 


of the grace of the holy Spirit, and of: eternal 
life at the end of our walfare. 
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Galatians vi. 9. 


Let us not weary in well doing: for in * ſea- 
ſod we ſpall reap, if we faint not 


HE > in theſe words - recommends 
unto us a molt neceſſary and compre- 
henſive duty; namely, an unwearied perſever- 
ance in well doing, and I hope you who were 
yeſterday at the Lord's table eſpecially, and every. 
one within hearing will look upon. yourſelves as 
deeply concerned to underſtand itaright in order 
to praCtife it thro? the reſidue of your time in 
life, that you may. reap the good ſruits of well 
doing another day. Give me leave then in a 
b Wee on divine aſſiſtance, in the firſt place 
to explain the nature of well doing: Let ws net 
weary in well doing, ſays the apo le. 
I I. To do well then, obviouſly conſiſts in three 
= things; That we be truly religious towards God; 
that we be truly honeſt, and as uſeful as may de 
to others, and that we keep ourſelves within the 
Hounds that God has ſet us for the right govern-. 
ment of ourſelves. I ſaid that to do well con- 
fiſts, 1. In being truly religious towards God; 
| that is, IIs we oe reverence, adore and . 
age | 
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. worſhip almighty God, who is our great ſove- 
reign and judge, as becomes creatures whom be 
has endowed with the power of reaſon and under-: 
ſtanding: and as we cannot approach him as 
innocent creatures, that we humble ourſelves  *i 

= I 


before-him becauſe we have often offended him, 
and beg his mercy thro* the mediation and in- 
terceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our advocate 
with the Father; that we pray to him in the © 
25 name of Chriſt for the ſupply of all our wants 
the pardon of all our fins, and praiſe him for 
all the bleſſings and benefits which we daily © . 


18 receive from his hand; that we love and eſteem 

. him above all, with all our ſouls, with all our 

. I Heart, with all our ſtrength and with all our 

e || mind; that we place our ſupreme truſt in him, 

y. and humbly reſign all our concerns into the wiſe | 

YAY and righteous diſpoſal of his providence; that 

r |. we not only avoid every thing that may ſhow a 

= _ -difregard to his divine Majeſty, but on the con- 

I trary, endeavour conſtantly and with the utmoſt 

5 attention to conform the temper of our minds, i 
5 and the tenor of our actions to the Jaw he hass 
* gen us, whether natural or written on ur 


hearts, or revealed as contained in the goſpel of 
1 his Son. This is one branch of well doing, 
. Micah vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what _ 
. ig good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
0 but to do juſtly, and to loue mercy, and to walk - 
K humbly with thy God, and Tit. ii. II, 12. The 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, teacheth 
A us to live godly in this preſent evil world. But; 
1 | 2. Ifaidthatwelldoing conſiſts in being honeſt 
g and as uſeful 2s poſſible to others. That in aly 
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our dealings with our fellow men, we pay the 
E moſt ſacred regard to that general rule; of all 
EE” honeft and righteous dealings, preſcribed us by 
our Lord and maſter, Mat. vii. 12. whatſcever 
= ye world that men ſbould do to you, do ye even 
fo to them : for this is the law and the prophets. 
A conſcientious regard to which rule would na- 
turally teach us to avoid every thing that would 
hurt and injure our neighbour's ſoul or body, or 
good name, or property; and to abſtain from all 
malicious wronging or withholding from our 
neighbour his due, or defrauding and oppreſſing 
him when it is in our power, any more than we 
would wiſh our neighbour to hurt or defraud cr 
oppreſs us when it is in his pewer to do ſo to ue. 
And to this branch of well doing, which cenſiſts 
in dealing honeſtly to others, we ought always 
to add an endeavour to be as uſeful to others 
likewiſe as we are able, the former is called by 
the name of juſtice, this by the amiable name of 
mercy and charity, and in this laſt ſenſe, it is 
well doing to the ſouls of men, to inſtruct the 
ignorant, to reclaim thoſe that ate in an evil way 
by our prudent admonitions and good counſel, 
to comfort the troubled in ſpi rit, and ſuch like, 
which is one of the nobleſt inſtances of well do- 
ing, in as much as it betters and relieves the 
minds of men; and hath a tendency to promote 
their molt laſting felicity; and next to that is, 
to feed. the hungry, cloth the naked, to viſit the 
fick and impriſoned, and to relieve the oppreſſed 
and ſuch like; all this is well doing, Micah vi. 


8. and Tit. ii. 11, 12. But farther, , _ 
3. Well doing conſiſte in keeping ourſelves 
. | ; within 
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within theſe bounds that God has ſet for the 
e - right government of ourſelves: ſuch as content= 
1 ment with our lot and condition in this world, 
y without envying and grieving at the better ciz= MY 
r cumſtances of others, or diſtruſting God al- 
2 mighty's care, and murmuring at his wiſe allot- = 
; ments for us: that we bear Chriſt's yoke and 
learn of him who was meek and lowly in heart, 
baving our affections chiefly ſet on things that 
are above and not on things that are on earth; ..Af 
that hence we be temperate in all things uſing = 
- modefation in meat and in drink, and clothing. 
andother accommodations of life, neither denying 
durſelves whar is needful in our ſtations, nor go- 
ing beyond our neceffities and circumſtances,” 


merely to indulge our ſenſual appetites and eaſe, 
and thereby prevent ourſelves from being able to. ⁵ 
do juſtice to others; or even to hinderour being 
Able to ſpare ſomething to lay out in acts of chat 
and mercy; and eſpecially, that we abſtain from 
fleſhly luſts which war againſt the ſoul. but con- 2 
Fine ourſelves within the rules of purity and 
chaſtity in heart ſp-ech and behaviour. This is 
alſo well doing, according to the apoſtle in that 
» * forecited Tit. ii. 11,12. and another apoſtle tells ⁵ 
As, that all the great and precious promiſes of = 
the goſpel are given us, that by them we may be 
oh. 1 made partakers of ſuch a God like temper and 
| diſpoſition, and evidence the ſame in our whole 
converſation, by adding to our faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, 
and totemperance patience, and to patience Fd, 5 
lineſs, and brotherly kindneſs and charity; .hav- 
ing eſcaped the corruptions that are in the world». 
rc Juſt, 2 Pet. i. 4. I 
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The practice of theſe divine virtues and graces, 


ds the end and deſign of all religion: by the light 


oel nature and reaſon, men are taught the obliga- 


tions they are under to well doing. In this 


conſiſted the glory and dignity of kuman nature 


in its firſt creation, and to reſtore mankind to 
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their original holinefs and happineſs from which 
they degenerated by ill doing was one great 
end of God's ſending them his Son from heaven, 
to be an inſtructor and pattern as well as a pro- 
pitiation for their fins. Well doing is the re- 
ſtoration of the image of God on our ſouls, and 


renders us like God who is good and does good, 


who is glorious in holineſs, and of purer eyes 


than to behold iniquity without abhorrence and 


deteſtation; well doing makes us in our meaſure 
alſo reſemble the Son of God, who when he was 
pleaſed to take our nature upon him, ſet us an 
example of the molt punCtual regard to all the 
duties of piety towards God, righteouſneſs and 
»mercy towards men, and humility, meekneſs, 
temperance, and purity in the government of 


1 f * himſelf: well doing is the employment and the 


. pleaſure of the higheſt order of God's intelligent - 


creatures, the blefſed angels who are ſwift as a 
lame of fire to do the will of God, and are all 


miniſtring Spirits for the good of men. Having 


now explained the nature and excellence of well 


doing; I proceed with the apoſtle to obſerve, 
II. Which is the next thing conſiderable in 

the words, That we muſt not weary but perſe- 

vere in well doing; let us not weary, an exhor- 


= tation extremely needful, in the days of our 
= apoſtles to the converts to chriſtianity in the 
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in a patient continuance in well doing, than en- 


many of the popiſh countries in Europe, are at 
this day ſeverely exerciſed; yet ſlill the exhorta- 


to a a warfare; fight the good fight, ſaid Paul to Y 4 
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infant age of chriſtianity; when all who be 
liee godly in Chriſt Jeſus, mult ſuffer perſceuti- 
on in the literal and higheſt ſenſe, beheved to 

aintzin theirecurſe of well doing. by a continu- 
60 pr ee to the pie” of this v ores and 4 


5 alt . dende ahem ied 10 em in cvery == 
7 of ifeir cenftiet; by which they were wearied i 
ut ard terrpted-to deny the-truth, and to re- 3 
Hobie that-hcly religion which they had em- 4 
breced, by turning again from their well doing 1 11 
into zl] the idclatrics ard immoralities of the ai 
heathen: and, indecd my chriſtian ſriends, a hard  ® 4A 
and diſfieult thing it was to refift that great, that 4 
fiery trial, and to reſiſt even unto blood: — 4 
rather to ſulſer afffictions with the people of God ., 
joy the 333 of fin and the enjoyments of © 
lite for a ſeaſon. Bleſſed be Ged that it is net 
our Jot at —— t to be ſo tried, and bleſſed be 
they, they and their ſecd in all generations who il 
fill the throne of theſe kingdoms, and are our 
protection ſrom the perſecuticns ſor righteouſ- 
neſs fake, wherewith our proteſtant brethren in 


tion of the apoliJe's ought to be deliberately ang ü 
carctully attended to by us; let us not weary, in 1 
as much as abſtracting even from open 8 9 
on, the temptations of a corrupt and ſinful world ⁵ 
are ſufficient to weary us out if we be leſt alone * ⁵ 
to ſtruggle in them, and hence it is that the life⁵ 
of a chriſtian is fo often compared in ſeripture 5 3 
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Timothy, 1 Tim. vi. 12. and of himſelf, 2 Tim. 


| | iv. 7. I have fought a good fight, I have finiſh- 
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ed my courſe, I have kept theſaith. And through- 
cut inculcates upon us, that the thing prœpoſed 
for which we are entered into Chriſt's fervice, 
and ingaged in apatient continuance in well do- 
ing, is happineſs and liſe eternal. 'I he enemies 
which are repreſented as ſoliciting us to weary 


and give over, and oppoßng us, and would hinder 


us from attaining that happineſs, are the temp- 
tations of the world, the fleſh and the devil, and 
bleſſed God, how many arethey, and how power- 
fully and ſucceſsfully do they work to the utter 


ruin, and undoing of thouſands, who ſeem to 


have begun well and yet weary and give over, 
and fall from their ſtedſaſtneſs and draw back into 
perdition; the reward is net promiſed to them 
who ſhall engage in this warfare, but only to 
theſe who endure unto the end. Our Saviour 


- warns us plainly, that no man puttir.g his hand 


to the plow, and looking. back, is meet for the 


kingdom of God. After we have been doing 


well in the full latitude in which you have heard 
it explained, we muſt not fit down and ſay, we 
have done enough; there will be flil} new oc- 
caſions and new opportunities for the exerciſe of 
our piety towards God, and of honeſt dealings, 


EF and doing juſtice, humility and ſelf denial, and 
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temperance, and charity, and new objects for the 


exerciſe of our charity; I ſay. there will be new 


occaſions, and new opportunities, and new ob- 
jects of well doing {till ſpringing up and preſent- 
ing themſelves to us, and let us never think we 
can do enough in the way of doing gocd in deſi 
5 8 3 „ - 5 ROE 
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ald age. Sinfal pleaſures and worldly goody and 
the practice of wickedneſs, tho“ it has been even | 


his own mind, upon a life of purity and righte- - 


Skrm. x 770 Mr How? s Sele nen 


ance of all the temptations to the contrary we 
may meet with; the beſt and | happieſt being 
are moſt conſtant and unwearied i in this work of 
doing good, the holy angels are contindally em- 
ployed in ſerving and worſhipping, and obey- Y 1 | 
ing their Creator, and miniſtring ſor the goods 1 Y 
of theſe who ſhall be heirs of falvation and the : 
Son ef God went about doing good unweariedly. © 1 
while he lived on earth, it was his meat and drink, 
the joy and plcaſure of his life. L now proceed 1 
to the laft general head, namely, The argument 
or encouragement of cur perſeverance : in due 
time we ſhall reap, iſwe faintnot, that is, Sooner. 
or later in this world or the next. 

1. In this world we ſhall reap the ſatisfaQtion . 
of well doing in our own minds; and there is, 
peſſibly no pleaſure the mind of man is capable 
of, comparable to that of doing good; Iremem- 
ber ſome where to have read of Cato the eldet 
a heathen, that he was wont to ſay z in his old age, 
that if in the days of yauth and thro! life he had 
Jaid:in no comſort and joy for that time of infirm- 
ity and diſtreſs, the melancholy reflexion in. 


ouſneſs and temperance, and eſpecially benevo if 
lence and kindneſs done to mankind, would. 3 
have made. the infirmities of. old age quite 

unſupportible, but this peaceſul reflexion in bis. 
own mind upon a. well ſpent liſe, he was wont: 2 
to ſay,was ſuperior to all the pleaſures he had ever 2 
taſted in liſe, and was the great cordial of his. ñ⁶ 
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it, Wh when the ledfote't is gon ;e Ann Ws | 
=torments the mind with puilty and rem orfe,and- 
trouble, that is like hell begun on earth ; where- 
= as, on the contrary, godlineſo fills the mind with 
a peace and ſolid joy which is durable, and in- 
= creaſeth t ftill the more as treuble cometh. 
a 2: Beſides this peace within us, godlinefs bath 
all the other promiſes even of this liſe annexed- 
to it, well doing is ſo much done to derive a 
laſting bleſſing upon all we have, ard engages” 
the care of heaven in and over us, in well aud in 
woe; in well, Pſal. cxii. throvghout, and in woe 
Plfal. xli. 1-5. Feſſed is he that conſider eth the 
poor ; the Lord willdeliver him in time of trouble. 
= The Lord will preſcrue him, and keep him alive, 
and he ſhall be blefſed upon the carth; and theu 
volt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. 
ie Lord will firengthen him upon the bed of - 
= /anpuiſhbing « thiu wilt make all his bed in hig. 
9 == [ faid, Lord be merciful-unta. me; hr 
my ſoul. for I have ſiuned againſt thee. Mine. 
enemies ſpeak evil of me: when ſhall he die, aud 
his name periſh? in times of public calamity 
and diſtreſe, Ifa. v. 8, 10, 12. Wo unto them that © 
Join houſe to houſe, that lay field to field, till there 
be na place, that they may be placed alone in the - 
midft of the earth. Yea, ten acres of vineyard | 
ſhall yield ene bath, and the ſeed of an homer ſhall | 
_ yield an ephah... And the harp and the viol, the _ 
_ tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feaſts; | 
but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither 
=. conſider the operation of bis hand. And gives 
us an intereſt in the prayers of all good men; how 
1 does the apoſtle pray for the houſe of 
8388 = 
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bee 8 Tim i. 16. and 15 it A x ſans 
ayes to have the bleſſing of them that are _ 


to periſh to come upon us, Job xxx. 12. Heues 9 
one of the fathers ſaid, that a benevolent man -" 
muſt be happy and ſafe, becauſe he had many tio 


pray for him, and the prayers of many would not 
fail of being heard; this he obſerves from the 


paſſage in James; That the effectual fervent N 5 


prayer of the righteous man availeth much. 


Reflexion. How powerfully then ought the 


apoſtles exhortation to come home upon our 
conſciences; Let us not-weary in well doing, &sc. 
To conclude, when we have done all theſe 


things which we are commanded, let us ſay, 


We are. but . unprofitable ſervants: we have 
but done that which was our duty to do, Luke xvii. 
10. Let us not pretend to merit by the utmoſt 
pitch of well doing, but flee to the Ae 
of Chriſt and beg the aids of the divine Spirit 
to ſtrengthen us to do the will of our heavenly 
Father, and diſpoſe ùs ever not to Weary in 1 well 
doing. 
Ag no mactasa Claria. 
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